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Then Job arose, tore his robe, 
and shaved his head; and he fell 
to the ground and worshiped. 
And he said: “Naked I came from 
my mother’s womb, and naked 
shall I return there. The LORD 
gave, and the LORD has taken 
away; Blessed be the name of 
the LORD.” Job 1:20-21 (NKJV)

The Jamaica Baptist Union (JBU), through its 
Media & Communications arm, commends this 
special memorial edition of the Baptist Reporter 
which offers us glimpses of the lives of four of 
our ministers who died between August 2021 
and April 2022.

Remembering is an important element of every 
community and in this publication, we call 
to memory how God laid claim upon these 
persons and used them in mission through the 
denomination and beyond. Their stories will 
capture the breadth and variety of their service 
and speak eloquently to what is possible when 
we yield ourselves to God.

This edition will remember:
Rev. Clyde Jennings – Ordained 1961. 
Died on August 10, 2021 

Rev. Anneta McIntosh - Ordained 2002. 
Died on August 3, 2021 

Rev. Dr. Roy J. Henry - Ordained 1975. 
Died on March 17,2022  

Rev. Edgar Henry - Ordained 1978. 
Died on April 8, 2022 

I am thankful to the family members, colleagues, 
church members and friends who provided key 
insights into the lives of each of our departed 
friends. Our gratitude is accompanied by 
our pledge to continue praying that you may 
experience God’s enabling and undergirding 
during your time of adjustment. 

We pray that this memorial edition will not only 
chronicle their life stories but will in turn inspire 
all of us to a deeper level of faithfulness as we 
live out our baptismal vows. 

Merlyn R. Hyde Riley
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Rev. Anneta McIntosh 
rarely missed a beach 
outing, a rally, an 
evangelism camp, or a 

Women’s Federation meeting. Each 
presented an opportunity to serve, 
fellowship with other believers and 
to evangelise.
The down-to-earth pastor was 
serious about her walk with God that 
began at a young age at the Refuge 
Baptist Church in Trelawny. Along 
with her parents and siblings, she 
travelled from Daniel Town to Refuge 
to attend services. When the Beulah 
Baptist Church was established in 
their community, they relocated. The 
Trelawny native became active at the 
Beulah Baptist Church. 
“From those early years, Rev. 
McIntosh was labelled and rooted as 
a teacher, a leader, a pastor, a servant 
of God,” said Deacon Sonia Knowles, 
her childhood friend and classmate. 
Both worked together at the Kettering 
Circuit of Baptist Churches. Deacon 
Knowles recalled Rev. McIntosh was 
meticulous in ensuring that planned 
activities were executed. Nicolene 
Morgan, a member of the Beulah 
Baptist Church noted that Rev. 
McIntosh held several offices within 
that church and the Kettering Circuit 
of Baptist Churches. “Within the 
church, she was secretary, treasurer, 
Women’s Federation president, 
Sunday School teacher, Sunday 
School superintendent, deacon 

and youth leader,” she said during 
a tribute service organised by the 
Jamaica Baptist Union (JBU) for the 
late pastor on September 15, 2021. 
Rev. McIntosh was also active in the 
community. She chaired the Daniel 
Town Basic School, taught the youth 
her culinary skills, and took on many 
other roles, including community 
Girl Guide leader.
Pastor at the Kettering Circuit of 
Baptist Churches, Rev. Dr Vincent 
Fletcher said Rev. McIntosh was a 
force to reckon with. He became the 
pastor of the Circuit in 1977 and 
was pleased with how Rev. McIntosh 
took on key roles within the Circuit 
and at the Beaulah Baptist Church 
in particular. He supported her 
decision to become a pastor and had 
the privilege of giving the message at 
her recognition service and then her 
ordination service.
“Rev. McIntosh was a faithful, 
committed, dedicated, caring, 
sharing and forbearing pastor,” he 
said. The committed woman of God 
got involved in the Trelawny Baptist 
Association’s Youth Movement. It 
was through this movement that 
Deacon Radcliffe Gordon met her 
in the 1970’s. “From the beginning, 
it was crystal clear that this lady was 
destined to be a trailblazer in the 
work of her Lord in this part of the 
vineyard, and by extension across 
this nation and our blessed Union,” 
he said.

Rev. McIntosh helped to develop 
youth to become future leaders of 
the association. Her work won her 
the respect and admiration of many, 
including Deacon Gordon. 
“She traversed the hills and valleys 

and plains of Trelawny to ensure that 
the Gospel was spread and that souls 
could be reached for her Master’s 
Kingdom,” he said.
“This woman of God took the 
mandate given to her by God 

Winning the 
lost at all cost: 
Rev. Anneta 
McIntosh was 
committed to 
service
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seriously. As a result, she could be 
depended on to carry out her God-
given task. Her motto could easily 
be, “winning the lost at all cost.”
Rev. McIntosh was in her 50’s when 
she answered God’s call to become 
a pastor. A special acceleration 
programme called the Alternative 
Training Programme provided the 
opportunity for Rev. McIntosh to be 
trained as a Jamaica Baptist Union 
minister.
Reverend Jeffrey McKenzie, the 
president of the JBU at that time, 
explained that “her love for God, 
devotion to His work and passion 
to rescue the souls of man by 
telling them about the good news 
of salvation,” made her a good 

candidate. After completing the 
programme, Rev. McIntosh was 
placed at the St Margaret’s Bay Circuit 
of Baptist Churches in Portland in 
1999. In her quiet and dignified way, 
she served effectively in ministry 
as she pastored the five churches in 
the circuit.  “Through her ministry, 
many souls were won for the Lord. 
Backsliders returned to their first 
love and families were restored,” Rev 
McKenzie said.
In 2009, she responded to the call 
of God on her life to pastor the 
Mount Moriah Circuit in Hanover. 
As she did at St. Margaret’s Bay, Rev. 
McIntosh worked hard and became 
an integral part of the community. 
She conducted marriages and 

baptisms, dedicated infants, offered 
counselling, and visited the sick and 
the homebound. Rev. Dr Robert 
Daley, who retired in 2021 as pastor 
of the Fletcher’s Grove Circuit in 
Hanover, described Rev. McIntosh 
as a stalwart of the faith. They were 
close friends and colleague ministers 
prior to her death on August 3, 2021.
“She brought true joy into our lives, 
in good times and in bad times. Her 
life was not always a walk in the 
park, but her coping mechanisms 
were just remarkable. Rev. McIntosh 
always knew the true meaning of 
partnership and her most precious 
gift to the communities she served 
was unconditional love and support,” 
he said.

Rev. McIntosh became ill. After 
nine years as the pastor of the 
Mount Moriah Circuit, she returned 
to Trelawny and attended her 
home church, Beulah Baptist. She 
continued to do so up to the time of 
her death. “She loved life and lived 
each day to its fullest. Even when 
her health started failing, she tried 
her best to continue serving. When 
the time came where she had to call 
it quits, she fought her illness harder 
and more courageous than any 
other,” Rev. Dr. Daley asserted.
Rev. McIntosh is survived by her 
widower Albert, children, and 
grandchildren.  

Death remains one of 
life’s greatest mysteries, 
a fearful and often 

traumatic event. It is marked by 
grief and suffering, families and 
friends experiencing the pain of 
loss. 
But death is not the end. It is a 
transition from temporal life to 
eternal life. 
Yes, it has always been humanity’s 
enemy. It brings loneliness, 
sadness, and disorientation. But 

it need not be a mystery, nor 
entirely devastating. Though it is 
inevitable, death is not the end. 
Although death seems unfair and 
arbitrary, it does not thwart God’s 
plan for eternal life. Through the 
resurrection, God will reunite 
us with family and friends. 
God extends God’s promises to 
everyone who ever lived. For us, 
everlasting life conquers death. 
There will be a time when death 
is banished.

Death is 
not the end
Rev. Dr. Robert Daley

Rev. Dr. Robert Daley
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Rev. Dr Glenroy Lalor, Delores DaCosta and 
Rev.  Merlyn Hyde Riley during a visit to 

Bethel Baptist Church H.W.T.

It was Tuesday, May 20, 1997, and the 
Ministerial Training Committee, the body 
within the Jamaica Baptist Union (JBU) 
charged with the awesome responsibility of 

discerning the validity of God’s call on one’s life, 
was in session, under the chairmanship of then 
JBU President, Rev. Jeffrey McKenzie. Due to the 
number of candidates that year, the committee had 
begun its deliberations on the Monday afternoon 
and Anneta Estina McIntosh was the eleventh to 
be interviewed. 
She was one of several persons who had expressed 
interest in accessing the Alternative Training 
Programme, designed to prepare for the pastoral 
ministry, those who had served several years in 

their chosen field of endeavour, as well as possessed 
a proven track record in the service of the local 
church. The committee accepted her application. 
While the programme was short-lived, she went 
on to make her mark as a faithful ambassador of 
Christ and the church.
Ordained on September 12, 2002, the Rev. Mrs. 
McIntosh served two pastorates, St. Margaret’s 
Bay, Portland (1999-2008), and Mt. Moriah, 
Hanover (2009-2017). As an aside, for those who 
are interested in a little JBU trivia, she is one of only 
two female ministers (up to this point) who have 
accepted a call to serve in two different circuits! 
Ms. Mac became known as a dedicated and 
committed minister who possessed an unflappable 

temperament and a pleasant disposition. She 
went about her pastoral duties without fuss and 
left a legacy of grit, determination, care, and 
compassion.    
Rev. Anneta displayed an openness to serve the 
communities where her churches were located 
as well as the wider union. In Portland, she 
served the Black Hill All-Age School as chair and 
offered herself to the Orange Bay Police Station as 
chaplain. Her commitment to pastoring the whole 
community continued in Hanover, especially 
through the Mt. Moriah Basic School, which 
she served as chair. Rev. Mac’s servant spirit also 
led her to accept the office of moderator of the 

Hanover Baptist Association and served on the 
JBU Executive Committee. We pay tribute to a 
woman of God whom God used to touch many 
lives through the ministry entrusted to her. Our 
gratitude is extended to her husband, Albert, 
who was a close partner in her ministry. Most 
of us came to know Albert not only through 
his chauffeuring duties but also because of the 
loving and tender attention he gave to her.
The Jamaica Baptist Union honours the memory 
of a fellow servant, the first of our female 
ministers to be called home to glory. We thank 
God for loaning her to the union, and to so 
many others. Indeed, we say with conviction 
“The Lord has given; the Lord has taken away; 
Blessed be the name of the Lord.”

Tribute delivered at the Memorial Service of 
the Rev. Anneta Estina Mcintosh at the Beulah 
Baptist Church, Daniel Town, Trelawny, on 
Friday, September 17, 2021 by then Jamaica 
Baptist Union General Secretary Karl B. 
Johnson

She left a legacy of 
grit, determination, 
care, and 
compassion: 
JBU tribute to Rev. 
Anneta McIntosh
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Rhina Richards and Rev. 
Anneta McIntosh, af-
fectionately called Sin-
da, were inseparable as 
children and some per-

sons could not tell them apart.
As they grew older, they remained 
each other’s confidante and baking 
partners. 
Despite her hectic schedule as a pas-
tor, such as counselling couples and 
conducting weddings, Rev. McIn-
tosh made time for cake baking. She 
used this gift in ministry, baking the 
wedding cakes for those she was pre-
paring to marry. 
 “Her cake looked and 

tasted great. It 
was a 

rival to mine, but mine was a little bit 
better,” Richards stated confidently.
Richards was the bigger sister and 
was given the name “Big Stewart,” 
and Cinda was known as “Little 
Stewart” while they grew up in Tre-
lawny.
“We were more than sisters; we were 
best friends. We enjoyed singing to-
gether, making up our own songs and 
singing them to our family members 
who encouraged us to keep singing,” 
recounted Richards.
When Richards was getting married, 
Rev. McIntosh was her bridesmaid 
and encouraged her sister as she pre-
pared for one of the most important 
events of her life.
“Eventually, she took the marriage 
plunge and we again had something 

we could share. Oh, the talks 
we have had and 

the ups 

and downs, the real highs, and the 
very lows. Through it all, we pre-
vailed and availed ourselves to each 
other,” said the big sister.
Richards said her sister was a de-
voted and committed Christian. Her 
family’s faith was a priority. 
“She instilled Godly principles in 
her children and grandchildren that 
stand the test of time. But she was 
also a loving and devoted sister who 
constantly supported me,” said Rich-
ards.
Rev. McIntosh’s grandson, Densford 
Bright Jnr, recalled her waking him 
in the mornings for devotions be-
fore he prepared for school. He said 
she never allowed him to leave the 
house without resting her hands on 
his head and praying and declaring, 
“God go with you.”
Densford Jnr. witnessed acts of kind-
ness his grandmother meted out to 
others in their community and can-

not forget her charge to him to 
always love, forgive 

and be of ser-
vice 

t o 

oth-
ers.

“I was 
never a 

p e r f e c t 
child, but 

she taught 
us progress, 

not perfec-
tion,” he said 

as he reflected 
on the impact she 

had on his life. To 
most of the youth 

in Daniel Town and 
at the Beulah Baptist 

Church in Trelawny, 
Rev. McIntosh was 

Aunty Sinda. 
“I remember how selfless 

Aunty Sinda was. She would give you 
her last out of her purse and then 
she would try to figure out how she 
would get to work,” said Justice Ta-
mara Merchant, her God-daughter.
There was never a dull moment 
around Aunty Sinda as she enjoyed 
seeing others happy. 
“On Sundays, it was so magical to 
just sit on the veranda and wait on 
the ice-cream. Everybody would be 
getting ice-cream and chatting and 
laughing until it was time to go to 
prayer meeting,” Merchant shared.
She was the aunt who many felt at 
ease to confide in, but she wasn’t 
afraid to tell her mentees and young 
relatives when they crossed the line, 
as their soul mattered to her.  Her 
niece, Yanique Blake, asked her once 
why she was training to be a pastor. 
Her response: “I want to be respon-
sible for all my nieces, nephews and 
grandchildren being married and 
baptised.”
Rev. McIntosh’s journey to Kingston 
to attend classes at the United Theo-
logical College of the West Indies was 
not always easy, but she remained 
committed to the process. 
In 2002, Rev. McIntosh was ordained 
at the St. Margaret’s Circuit of Bap-
tist Churches. She died on August 3, 
2021. 

and the Loving Homemaker
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Til death did we part: Albert and Anneta 
were partners in Marriage and Ministry
During their 50 years of marriage, ev-
eryone had grown accustomed to seeing 

Albert and Anneta McIntosh together. That re-
mained the case until August 3, 2021, when death 
separated the couple. 
The now 80-year-old Albert met Anneta when he 
was in his 20’s. He was born in Maroon Town, St 
James, but had moved to Trelawny, where Anneta 
was living, to work. Anneta did bookkeeping and 
attended a community college at the time.
“I saw her one morning going to school and I just 
started talking to her and I fell in love with her,” he 
said. Albert joined the army in Kingston, but both 
maintained contact. While in the army, he made 
the bold move to ask for her hand in marriage. 
Albert served more than 17 years in the army 
while Anneta worked at the Trelawny Beach Ho-
tel as a supervisor. He resigned and signed up for 
the Third Battalion Jamaica Regiment to be closer 
to his wife and their six children.  The couple was 
active at the Beulah Baptist Church in the parish 
and served as deacons. Upon the 
advice of Rev. Dr. Vincent 
Fletcher, Anneta applied 
to be- come a pastor 
at the Jamaica Bap-
t i s t Union (JBU).
B o t h were inter-
viewed by the JBU. 
Albert was fully aware 

that being the 

husband of a pastor would result in adjust-
ments. He was not daunted. When his wife 
became the pastor of St. Margaret’s Bay Circuit 
of Baptist Churches in Portland in 1999, he be-
came one of her greatest supporters in minis-
try. She was ordained in 2002. Albert became 
Anneta’s chauffeur and ensured that she got to 
ministry venues safely. They conducted every 
baptism together. The first baptism together is 
etched in his mind, because several persons left 
their homes to watch. It was in the Shrewsbury 
Church in Portland. Several persons had nev-
er seen a woman conduct a baptismal service. 
“That morning, she baptised about 30 peo-
ple, because she baptised people for different 
churches that morning,” the widower recount-
ed. The baptism took place under the Swift Riv-
er bridge. Albert and another deacon assisted 
Anneta. “When we started baptising, the water 
was waist high and before we finished baptism, 
the water was at neck high. It was a very ex-
citing morning; we enjoyed it.” Travelling for 
ministry was not always easy. There are five 
c h u r c h e s in the circuit, 
but occa- sionally, the 
couple t r a v e l l e d 
outside the circuit to 
at te nd other ser-
v i c e s o r g a n i s e d 

by the JBU 
or to min-

ister at 

other churches. One service that stood out was 
the ordination service for Rev. Eswine Haye in St. 
Catherine. “We had with us her mother. After or-
dination, we had dinner and then it rained. Leav-
ing from there back to St Margaret’s Bay that night, 
we had an experience. Going through Highgate, I 
couldn’t see in front of the car, no more than about 
six inches, because it was so foggy. Her mother be-
gan to cry and say, ‘this life is so hard’ and I said 
to her, ‘this is just part of the experience.’” Anneta 

remained steadfast in ministry and accepted a 
call to the Mount Moriah Circuit in Hanover in 
2009. The couple made the transition with two 
of their children and two grandchildren. 
When Anneta got ill, the couple returned to 
Trelawny in 2017. Her death in August 2021 
was a huge blow for her husband. He says he 
has not fully recovered, but he keeps busy 
by planting and tending to his lawn. He feels 
that much like plants, couples must tend to 
each other, so that love can bloom.
“Your love must grow, not die. Your love 
must continue to grow,” he said. 
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The Jamaica Baptist Union 
(JBU) is grateful to God 
for an opportunity to 
reflect on the life of one 

created by Him and called into the 
fulltime ministry of the church – 
the Rev. Clyde Aubrey ‘Peter/Petes’ 
Jennings. His life gave eloquent tes-
timony to what God can do with, in 
and through us when we open our-
selves to God’s leading and learn to 
trust God explicitly. 
Ordained in July 1961 at the Phillip-
po Church, Spanish Town, St. Cath-
erine, the Rev. Mr. Jennings was a 
member of a category of Ministers 
of the union that is not accepting 
new admissions. This singled him 
out as one of the union’s special 
persons. He was trained at Calabar 
Theological College, an antecedent 
college to the United Theological 
College of the West Indies. He was 
among those who spent all their 
days in the pastorate in one circuit 
of churches. Those two features of 
his ministry provide a backdrop 
against which his contribution to 
the union and the wider church and 
community can be seen.
That circuit was Frankfield in Clar-
endon. For forty-three years he 
served God and the union through 
the pastoral vocation in ways de-
serving of admiration and com-
mendation. I see him through the 
lens of an ambassador. Our records 
paint a picture of a dedicated, de-
pendable, determined, industrious 
servant leader who had Christ and 
His church embedded in the fabric 
of his being.
Rev. Jennings’ pastoral resume tes-
tifies of persons coming to know 
Christ as Saviour and developing 

into mature and committed Chris-
tians. His resume testifies of one 
who engaged in building projects 
infused with the conviction that 
sanctuaries and manses are im-
portant missional resources in the 
work of the church. The Frankfield 
saints can tell us how he completed 
the manse and erected the Frank-
field, John’s Hall, Douce, Kilsyth 
and John Austin churches. 
Sir Peter was passionate about es-
tablishing witnesses and his hand 
was evident in many new causes 
in Clarendon, such as Trout Hall 
and Grace. He also had a hand in 
the return of several churches into 
the denominational fold. In a par-
ish with one of the highest congre-
gation-to-pastor ratios, one might 
have thought him suicidal, but 
he resisted falling into the trap of 
making the perfect the enemy of 
the good and lobbied to reduce the 
ratio through the realignment of 
units.
Brother Clyde loved Clarendon. In 
another era the parish may have 
borne his name! Such was his deep 
involvement in the Frankfield cir-
cuit and the entire parish that he 
wore the unofficial title of Bishop of 
Clarendon with justification.
His beloved union is grateful for 
his service to the wider denomi-
nation. He was Secretary of the 
Board of Mission and Evangelism 
(1987-1990), Member of the JBU 
Executive Committee and Superin-
tendent’s Council for several years, 
Moderator of the Clarendon Bap-
tist Association, Chairman of Nut-
shell Conference Centre, and many 
other committees. 
The union relied upon his servant 

disposition in the supervision of 
young ministers, the overseeing 
of vacant circuits, the promotion 
and support of denominational 
causes. Even when we did not see 
him, we knew we could depend 
on him. When the union needed 
to intervene in matters requiring 
great sensitivity and confidential-
ity, we turned to him. He demon-
strated loyalty to the denomination 
in countless ways.
We pay tribute to a genuine and 
sincere soul who was both affirm-
ing and transparent. He was a won-
derful example of collegiality. Many 
will remember his letters of con-
gratulations and encouragement 
when we arrived at significant mile-
stones in our ministerial journey, as 
well as his generous gifts of citrus, 
fish, buns, rock buns and totos!
His was an era when the pen was 
more popular than the telephone 
as a method of communication. In 
preparing this tribute, I smiled at 
his directness and straightforward-
ness, a straight talk devoid of acri-
mony or disrespect. I am convinced 
that to communicate in this way is 
an invaluable gift in building au-
thentic relationships.
The union is blessed that God’s sov-
ereignty chose us to be the vehicle 
through which Rev. Jennings lived 
out his primary calling. We remem-
ber his beloved Molly who prede-
ceased him seven years ago. “Nurse” 
was a caring, supportive, and loving 
wife to her “Petes” throughout their 
marriage and ministry. Together 
they modelled an admirable part-
nership.
Death forces us to reflect on life 
and the many lessons God would 

have us embrace and reaffirm from 
the life and death of the Rev. Clyde 
Aubrey Jennings. As a community 
of faith, we acknowledge the abid-
ing presence of Almighty God and 
thank God for loaning him to the 
union. Stephen, Mark, Grace, Lois 
and the other family members, 
friends, what a blessing that your fa-
ther, grandfather, uncle, and friend 
lived a life that didn’t need poetic 
massaging to create a mirage. His 
life was well lived in service to God, 
family, and church. The Lord our 
God will be with you. The God of 
Jacob and Daddy’s God will be your 
refuge as you adjust to life without 
him.

Tribute delivered at the Memorial 
Service for Rev. Clyde Aubrey Jen-
nings, Mona Baptist Church, Pap-
ine, St. Andrew, Tuesday, August 31, 
2021, by then General Secretary of 
the Jamaica Baptist Union, Rev. Karl 
B. Johnson

A dedicated, dependable, determined, 
and industrious servant leader

 JBU tribute to 
Rev. Clyde Aubrey Jennings
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The honour was mine to 
meet the Rev. Clyde Jen-
nings when I assumed 
pastoral relationship at the 

Thompson Town Circuit of Baptist 
Churches. He was asked by the union 
to watch over me as a superinten-
dent minister, to guide me as I travel 
along, to keep my mind stayed on the 
things of God, and to be truthful and 
faithful to the Gospel.
Brother Jennings exercised great love 
and care as he watched over me. I 
owe him a great debt of gratitude for 
the time he spent shaping my mind 
for the ministry. When we arrived at 
Thompson Town, he came and wel-
comed my family into the parish and 
the Thompson Town Circuit of Bap-
tist Churches.
[He was] a great man of God who 
was not short in sharing his love, ex-
perience and spirit of goodness and 
goodwill. Rev. Clyde Jennings took 
me into his area of building, and I re-
ferred to him as God’s master build-
er! God’s master builder! Our brother 
was the builder of several churches in 
Clarendon. The most recent was the 
Trout Hall Baptist Church. I recall 
the hard work he put into that proj-
ect. He did not withhold himself but 
gave himself fully and in totality to 

see the church built and established 
as a powerful witness in Trout Hall. 
A builder of churches!
I see him also as a builder of rela-
tionships. God’s master builder of 
relationships! As moderator of the 
Clarendon Baptist Association and 
even in his private capacity, he held 
the churches together in a masterful 
way.  No one under his stewardship 
felt left out. Everyone felt welcomed 
in his presence and under his watch. 
He maintained that relationship with 
the churches in the parish, with the 
association and the union. He saw 
this as partnership in ministry. 
A builder of lives; spiritual lives! 
Brother Jennings met people where 
they were. He did not just touch lives 
from the pulpit with his beautiful 
preaching and singing of hymns but 
reached people where they were and 
made people feel like people. Loved 
and cared for. Out of that he built 
many lives, and he did this with a 
passion.
A builder of family life! A sound 
family life built on prayer, love for 
family and love for others. Brother 
Jennings, along with his wife Molly, 
kept a home not just for the imme-
diate family, but a home shared with 
many others, that became the home 

of others. People found it easy to be 
a part of the family of the Jennings. 
Not seeing themselves as distant 
friends, but as close friends. People 
referred to him easily as Daddy Jen-
nings. God blessed him with chil-
dren, Steve (Stephen), Mark, Grace 
and Lois, and other family members.  
I am sure that as they recount their 
lives with him, they would say, “to 
God be the Glory, great things he has 
done.” Out of this has come a great 
name, not by seeking after greatness. 
His work spoke for him. Everyone 
knew him as God’s great servant. 
Faithful in ministry, committed to 
ministry and strong in conviction as 
he served God.  A faithful servant of 
God!
I describe him as God’s master build-
er. I always remember him for that 
and give God thanks that he made 
himself available to be used of God. 
A man of great character and sound 
words. A fine example to all who 
loved God and God’s people.
Peter’s hand of kindness reached out 
to many people through his expertise 

in baking. This was a joy to Brother 
Clyde Jennings. Many of us were 
recipients of his kindness through 
that expertise. His love reached far 
and wide. Now that he has ended his 
journey of life, we can say God has 
been with this man. This was God’s 
true servant from whom we learnt 
a lot. A man of wisdom, practical in 
ministry, outstanding in character 
and truth. This was a great man.
Now that he was called home to glory, 
he has gone to receive the crown that 
God will give to him as he finished 
his course. As Christ was raised from 
the dead, he too shall rise, and we all 
shall rise to meet God and to meet 
him to give an account for the things 
we have done. I am sure Brother Pe-
ter will hear from the Lord, “Well 
done Peter! Well done, Clyde, enter 
now into the joy of my kingdom!”
This tribute was delivered by Rev. Dr 
Roy Henry during a Virtual Tribute Ser-
vice organized by the Jamaica Baptist 
Union for Rev. Clyde Jennings on Au-
gust 27, 2021. Rev. Dr Henry died a few 
months after on March 17, 2022. 
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Rev. Clyde Aubrey Peter Jennings was a 
great preacher, a wise colleague and a 
trusted friend. His children Stephen, 
Mark, Grace, and Lois witnessed him 

being all this and more. But they were most appre-
ciative of his role as their dad.
Stephen, the eldest, remembers him as a loving 
parent and supportive partner to his wife and their 
mom, Molly, who predeceased him. Dad was a 
practical and plain man, a peer and a pastor fully 
committed to shepherding his flock, rescuing the 
perishing, and caring for the dying.
Stephen, who pastors the Mona Circuit of Bap-
tist Churches, said his father’s friendship became 

more significant when he entered ministry and 
they became colleagues. His father’s wise council 
was welcomed and appreciated as he began his 
own pastoral journey. 
“Our dad was our pilot and our pattern. He was a 
pilot because he showed us how to live. He was not 
perfect. But he once said, “Son, even wise people 
make mistakes, but only foolish people don’t learn 
from them.”
Mark, an attorney-at-law, marvelled at his father’s 
ability to make each feel special. Rev. Jennings un-
derstood the pressures of being a pastor’s kid and 
was never judgemental. His children credit their 
father with being a people person who understood 

human nature.
“All of us had a special relationship with him. All 
of us were his favourites. We knew we were loved 
completely and unconditionally. He punished us 
when mamma forced him to, or when he thought 
we required it. But we did not ever feel that if we 
messed up, we couldn’t go to him, or that he would 
love us any less,” Mark said.
His father had, on occasions, spared him from the 
wrath of his mother. He recalled his parents receiv-
ing an uncomplimentary report from his school. A 
teacher chided the youngster for talking too much 
in class and leading the other students astray. His 
mother was not pleased and threatened to whip 
him in front of his classmates. Both parents visited 
the school, but Rev. Jennings distracted Molly and 
got to his son before his wife could.
“Daddy ran to the class and said, ‘Bwoy, take bush 
and go home. Jump the wall and go home and pre-
tend that you are sick, because what you are going 
to get, you can’t manage.’”
Mark did as was instructed. When his mother 
came home and saw him in bed, beating him was 
the last thing on her mind.  The attorney said his 
father was very spiritual and compassionate. This 
compassion extended to everyone, including those 
he pastored. He shared in their grief and sorrow.
His children relate to this, especially his elder 
daughter, Grace, who travelled with her father on 
many trips to visit the sick and dying. Most times, 
they used Rev. Jennings Volvo to get around, but 
sometimes they walked. When they got to their 
destination, Rev. Jennings sang a hymn. His favou-
rites were, “Nearer My God to Thee”, “He Leadeth 
Me,” and “Sweet Hour of Prayer.” He recited a 
scripture and said a prayer.

We were all his favourite: 
Rev. Jennings children said 
he made them 
each feel special
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O Master I have walked a closer walk with 
you in lowly paths
Leaving my footprints on the sands of time
With the magical tie to the land of my birth 
From Salt Plain to Calabar, from Frankfield 
to Connors, from Prospect to Crawle River
You have been my guide on life’s rough 
ways 
And my faith looked up to Thee while 
life’s dark maze I trod
From Rock River to John’s Hall, from 
James Hill to Douce,  from Kilsyth to 
Penants. Not choosing what is great
Nor spurning what is small
Taking from your hand my tasks 
With a heart to praise my God

As a charge to keep I had
All the way you led me from Clarendon – 
Grace on Sewell Crescent and Chapelton 
Mission to Mandeville and Trinity in Porus
Abiding with me from morn to eve
For without thee I dared not live
Weak as I was, I did not faint

Jesus the strength of every saint you aided 
me from on high
With your grace imparted strength to my 
fainting heart
As you gave me blessed assurance and 
removed all fear and distrust 
Great has been your Faithfulness O God

Now I am on Mount Pisgah’s height for 
without thee I dare not die
I have viewed my home and there I see 
and hear and know all I desired and wished 
below
As your love hath animating power
I have soared and taken my flight to worlds 
unknown as you have borne me safe above 
to seize the everlasting prize
Earthly loss is heavenly gain
So, in a nobler sweeter tongue
I am shouting hallelujahs without end 
while I pass through the air 
Bidding earth and sweet hour of prayer 
Farewell, Farewell!

“From the early years, I learnt to 
love music and hymns from daddy, 
though he could not sing more than 
one or two notes on key.” She said he 
sang with passion, conviction and 
reverence.

 “I witnessed how daddy’s presence 
brought comfort and assurance to 
the sick and their families,” said 
Grace.
Oftentimes, they received a message 
a day or two after, sometimes within 

a few hours, that the person they 
prayed for had died. 
Lois, his youngest child, said their 
father kept the funeral programmes 
for those he helped to cross over. She 
found many in his study. He offici-
ated funerals and was there for wed-
dings. He was executor, will-maker, a 
justice of the peace, and a friend. 
“For daddy, everyone was valu-
able. He carried their burdens and 
their fears. His love for people was 
infectious. He greeted them with a 
laugh, his big gap teeth and heavy 
lisp tongue drawing you in.”His 
personality was not the only thing 
that attracted people to him. Every-
one knew Rev. Jennings was a good 
baker. Wherever he was, food was 
guaranteed. According to Lois, their 
father used food to unite people. He 
baked buns, toto, and puddings, or 
fried fish and saltfish fritters.
“Ministers and students loved to 
come to Hillview. They got lots of 
food to eat and left with their per-
sonal boxes. They became a personal 
part of the family,” Lois said.
Lois said her father had special 
names for everyone. She was initially 

called seven on account of the seven 
whippings her mother gave her once. 
He added “up” and renamed her 
“seven-up.” He spoke the language 
of the people and advocated for bet-
ter roads and other infrastructure on 
their behalf. She was born when Rev. 
Jennings returned from Louisville, 
Kentucky, after completing his Mas-
ter of Arts degree in Theology. He 
changed his mind about pursuing 
his PhD and returned home instead. 
“According to his version of the sto-
ry, he touched mommy on his return 
and I appeared.”
The children have fond memories 
of their dad. Although their moth-
er was a health professional, he, at 
times, nursed them back to good 
health and undertook domestic ac-
tivities like, cooking, cleaning, and 
washing their clothes. He had a keen 
interest in their spiritual develop-
ment and nurtured this by teaching 
them how to pray and ensuring they 
were active in church. 
One of Rev. Jennings’ desire was 
to live to see his children “past the 
worse.” 
He died on August 10, 2021.
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Clyde Aubrey Jennings (Peter) was born 
on October 11, 1933, in an Old Har-
bour Bay community called Salt Plain, 
in St. Catherine. His mother had trou-

ble with the pregnancy, and while he was inside 
her womb, she gave him totally to his Maker. After 
birth, the baby was sick. A dead relative advised 
his mother in a dream that the child was sick be-
cause she called him the wrong name.  He was to 
be called Peter, after his uncle. From that day he 
was called Peter by those who knew him best and 
loved him most.
As a child, along with his siblings, Peter gathered 
around the bedside and prayed in family devo-
tions, using lamps to read the scriptures.  Accord-
ing to his own account, from three years old, he 
was doing parson work, marrying and burying 
baby dolls of his sisters and classmates.  At seven 
he did his first funeral when his mother asked him 
to bury her stillborn.   
He surrendered his life to God on May 6, 1949, 
and was confirmed as an Anglican on November 
20. He loved hymns. As a teenager, he memorized 
50 scripture verses and three hymns each year. He 
made it on the honour roll at Sunday School three 

consecutive years. Prior to entering college, Peter 
was a professional baker with his family, using a 
wooden oven.  Hurricane Charlie (aka ’51 storm 
because it hit Jamaica on August 17, 1951) took all 
his worldly possessions, including the newly built 
oven with freshly baked buns.  All he had was the 
clothes on his back. But all good things around 
him were sent from heaven above and God sent 
good gifts for a restart.
He felt a deep sense of call to the Christian minis-
try and was shepherded by Rev. Carter Henry. En-
couraged by the financial assistance of Mrs. Lord, 
he left the Anglican Church and went to Calabar 
College from September 1957 to July 1961, to be 
trained as a Baptist pastor, obtaining a Diploma in 
Theology.  He was deeply involved in church and 
community as a Sunday school teacher, conduct-
ing prayer meetings, preaching in Baptist church-
es in Saint Catherine, and ministering to inmates 
at the Saint Catherine District Prison, riding his 
bicycle through the dangerous streets.
In May 1997, thieves broke into the Baptist manse 
in Frankfield, tied him up, beat him and held him 
at gunpoint with four guns, along with his 89-year-
old mother-in law and a young boy.  He was shot 

at, but the bullet missed him and pierced the 
kitchen sink and a baking tin.  They stole every-
thing, including his wedding ring and car, and cut 
the phone lines. That night, he claimed the prom-
ises from God, having lost a cousin to murder 
several months earlier. His life was spared and his 
mother-in-law, Evelyn Cooper O’Conner, played a 
crucial role in his rescue, loosening his tied hands. 
As a Nigerian nurse said the morning after the in-
cident, “Once there is blood there is life.” Indeed, 
there was life, and like Job, God increased his pro-
visions twofold. Rev. Jennings got back on his feet.
For 44 years, Rev Jennings saw it as his privilege 
and mission to lead and assist in “repairing the 
breaches and restoring the parts” for God’s people 
in Clarendon. 
He remained in Frankfield until August 31, 2004, 
when he officially retired and lived with his wife at 
Belmont Park, Harrison Pen, St. Catherine.  They 
attended and actively participated in the Old Har-
bour Baptist Church. Among other things, they 
collected coins to help with the building of that 
church. 

They called him Peter: Excerpt from 
Clyde Aubrey Jennings Eulogy
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Prior to going to Frankfield, Peter fell in love with 
Iona Molly O’Connor from Conners District when 
she visited a friend in Old Harbour Bay. 
Molly migrated to England to study nursing and 
midwifery, and they corresponded by letters. In 
true Peter style, he kept in touch with Molly and 
her parents, visiting the latter during holidays 
while Molly was in England.  Over the course of 
corresponding, love was born. In the words of 
Longfellow, one of his favourite poets, “It is dif-

ficult to know at what moment love begins; it is 
less difficult to know that it has begun…Love gives 
itself, it is not bought.” Peter gave himself to Mol-
ly, and on July 28, 1962, they got married. In his 
wedding speech, Peter noted that as Jamaica was 
gaining its independence, he was losing his! They 
honeymooned at Bath Fountain Hotel & Gardens 
and returned to Frankfield for the 6th of August 
Jamaican independence celebration.  Rev. Jen-
nings did the prayers at the first local flag raising 
ceremony of the new independent Jamaica in that 

part of Clarendon.

The marital union produced four children: Rev. Dr. 
Stephen C.A. Jennings, pastor of the Mona Circuit 
of Baptist Churches, Mark C.A. Jennings, attorney 
at law, Dr. Grace Jennings, assistant director of 
International Operations, College of Pharmacy at 
Howard University, and Lois (Jennings) Walters, 
president, Human Resource Management Associ-
ation of Jamaica and principal director, HR Policy 
and Information, Ministry of Finance & Public 
Service. The children were schooled in Sunday 
morning devotions; were taught to love the Lord 
with all their hearts; read, prayed, and preached 
at Hillview Baptist Manse.  They would not have 
succeeded without compassionate yet firm disci-
plinarian parents.
Parson and Nurse, as they were affectionately 
called by the community, established a home 
where caring, sharing and understanding were 
practiced and demonstrated to persons of all ages. 
Together they molded the lives of young men and 
women, some residing at the manse. They played 
paternal and maternal roles in guiding them in 
further studies and in choosing their careers. 
Many have taken their rightful places in society 
and are contributing to nation building in Jamaica 
and around the world.  The couple opened their 
house to “Compre” (Edwin Allen Comprehensive 
High School) students, located in Frankfield, es-
pecially during flooding and hurricanes when the 
roads were blocked. They stayed for as long as was 
required without charge. In March 2014, Peter’s 
beloved Molly took her heavenly flight and this 
rocked his world.  He started to prepare for his 
homegoing to meet her.  He asked his children to 
help him write his funeral programme and gave 
himself three years to live. However, God had 
other plans. They learnt the meaning of the vision, 
“When you are old, another will lead you where 
you do not want to go.” Over the last seven years of 
his life, dementia stole his memory, his voice, and 
his recognition of family and friends.  However, he 
graciously surrendered to the Lord’s own way. His 
Lord was near, and no earthborn cloud could hide 
him from His Master’s eyes.
On August 10, 2021, at 87 years and heading for 
his 88th birthday, he viewed his home, took his 
flight, and bid farewell to his friends and family. 
He leaves to mourn children Steve (Dione), Mark 
(Sardia), Grace, Lois (Seymour); sisters May, Lela 
and Norma, Evie; grandchildren Chase, Daniel, 
Stephan, Arielle, Alex, Gabrielle, Andrew and 
Annalise; a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, col-
leagues and friends.
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The Jamaica Baptist Union 
(JBU) lifts her voice in 
gratitude to God for the 
life and ministry of the 

Rev. Dr. Roy James Henry.  
A 1973 graduate of the United Theo-
logical College of the West Indies 
and the University of the West In-
dies, Rev. Dr. Henry served the JBU 
for over 41 years. Ordained in 1975 
he pastored two circuits - Thompson 
Town, for 16 years, and East Queen 
Street for 25 years. As a pastor, his 
love and concern for the members 
of the churches he led, were well 
known. Whatever their social status, 
the members knew their minister 
cared for them and had their best 
interest at heart. Dr Roy’s service to 
these churches was characterized 
by humility, dedication and com-
mitment to the honour and glory 
of God. His service to the denomi-
nation saw him giving of himself in 
several areas including, but not lim-
ited to the Presidency (1991-1994); 
Executive Committee, moderator of 
the Clarendon Baptist Association, 
Chair of the Ministerial Care Com-
mittee, Family Life Commission and 
Superintendent Minister - a role he 
played up to the time of his death.
Our brother’s interest in the care 
and well-being of his colleagues was 
palpable, and it was under his chair-
manship of the Ministerial Care 
Committee, that a policy governing 
how minister’s who might become 
incapacitated in the course of our 
service was crafted and eventually 
approved.  His ministry was multi-
faceted but if we were to highlight 
one area it would be his passion-

ate commitment to the evangelistic 
ministry. His deepest desire was for 
people to come to know the salvation 
God offered through Jesus Christ, 
and he mobilized the congregations 
under his care to treat evangelism as 
a priority concern. 
Dr Roy had a concern for good or-
der, disciplined conduct, mutual-
ity of respect, and worked tirelessly 
to promote honour being given to 
whom honour is due. No wonder he 
became our go-to person for matters 
of protocol and unofficially became 
the chief protocol officer of the JBU, 
serving up to the time of his death. 
He was very keen on promoting rec-
onciliation and gave himself to sup-
porting peaceful relations among 
people and therefore Romans 12:18 
became one of his favourite scripture 
verses.
To say that Rev. Roy’s involvement 
was wider than the JBU, would be 
an understatement!  A true ecu-
menist, he was involved in several 
ecumenical/church-related groups 
- the Jamaica Council of Churches 
which he served as President from 
(1994-1997), the Downtown Minis-
ters Fraternal, the United Theologi-
cal College of the West Indies, the 
Caribbean Conference of Churches, 
the National Religious Media Com-
mission/LOVE FM, to name a few. 
Rev. Henry brought his philosophy 
of service to bear on other entities as 
well, and as one of our ministers, we 
were supportive of his role in Educa-
tion through his service to several 
school boards including the Calabar 
High School and Calabar Primary 
and Junior High which he chaired 

for many years. Other areas of ser-
vice included the National Council 
on Education the Joint Trade Union 
Council, Jamaica Medical Founda-
tion, the Judicial Services Commis-
sion, the National Prayer Vigil and as 
a Justice of the Peace.
Dr. Roy’s role in mentoring and spir-
itual direction to the wider commu-
nity is worthy of note. In his youth, 
Roy’s association with the East Queen 
Street Baptist Church gave him ex-
posure to the discipline and values 
taught by the Uniformed Groups and 
Christian Endeavour Movement. In 
later years, as pastor of the church, 
he not only mentored young people 
who enjoyed membership in these 
groups, but also served as National 
Chaplain to the Girls’ Brigade and 
made an outstanding contribution as 
a much-loved National President of 
the Christian Endeavour Movement.
Roy James Henry, was a man of pro-
found spirituality, expressing himself 
sincerely and practically with the 
defining Christian virtues of faith, 
hope and love. He was not given to 
extravagant living, he served sacrifi-
cially, giving much and demanding 
little. His deep desire was to please 
his Maker and Lord and to fulfil the 
ministry to which God called him.
In describing our brother, a ministe-
rial colleague declared “All this made 
him a servant of God worthy to be 
emulated, a colleague unfailingly 
trustworthy, a human being of ut-
most God given dignity. To all who 
related to him, he brought with him 
always, a sense that they were simply 
blessed to have had the opportunity 
to interact with him. He was a reli-

able bearer of God’s gracious good-
ness which never failed to make a 
wonderful difference for and to one 
and all”.
One could not spend time with Roy 
and not sense, feel and come to know 
and admire how much he loved and 
was deeply committed to his family. 
Sister Lorna, many of us knew you 
before we met you! Vivid in our mind 
is Dr Roy’s departure from our meet-
ings at certain times because ‘Lorns’ 
had to be picked up. He spoke often 
about the children and was an obvi-
ously smitten grandfather!
We celebrate and thank God for you - 
for the ways in which you supported 
his ministry and contributed to the 
joy and peace which he always ex-
uded – and assure you of our prayers 
during this period of adjustment.
Memories of the Rev. Dr Roy James 
Henry will forever be etched in our 
minds and hearts. We celebrate the 
life of a wonderful human being 
whose joy, compassion and passion 
for peace, goodwill and human flour-
ishing made him a special gift to all 
of us.  Rev. Dr Roy James Henry, you 
have fought a good fight, you have 
finished your course, you have kept 
the faith. Henceforth there is laid up 
for you a crown of righteousness.
Tribute delivered at funeral service 
of the Rev. Dr. Roy James Henry 
at the East Queen Street Baptist 
Church, Kingston, on Saturday, 
April 16, 2022 by Rev. Merlyn 
Hyde-Riley, Acting General Secre-
tary of the JBU.
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(R-L ) Rev. Dr. Roy Henry with colleagues

(R-L ) Former Prime Minister of Jamaica Portia Simpson Miller is greeted by 
Rev. Karl Henlin, Rev. Karl Johnson and Rev. Dr. Roy Henry
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The Most Honourable 
Sir Patrick Allen (Governor 
General of Jamaica)

In his capacity as Chairman of the National Prayer 
Vigil Committee since its inception 29 years ago,  
Revd. Henry carried out his responsibilities with 
selfless dedication, commitment and grace.  On 
many occasions, his calm demeanour diffused po-
tentially tense situations. He had the ability to ac-
curately and cogently summarise the main points 
of hours of discussions in a few words.  His quiet 
but effective leadership of the Committee largely 
contributed to its success.

The Hon. Mrs. Zaila McCalla 
(OJ) (Chief Justice (retired)

As a former Chief Justice and in that capacity, 
Chairman of the Judicial Service Commission, I 
had the honour and pleasure of serving with him 

along with other members of the Commission, for 
several years. I can attest to the significant contri-
bution that he has made to the administration of 
justice in our nation and in particular the selec-
tion of our judges, at all levels of our court system. 
Many of them are now serving our nation with 
distinction and devotion to duty. 

As the people’s representative on the Judicial Ser-
vice Commission, the insights that the Rev. Dr. 
Henry brought to our discussions were invaluable.

Jamaica Medical 
Foundation

Rev.  Dr. Henry, who was also a member of the 
Board of Trustees of the JMF, was noted for his 
deep prayers, asking for God’s blessings on the 
occasions and success in the Foundation’s fund-
raising efforts to carry out its mandate. He was a 
Trustee that we could always rely on, his word was 
his bond. He could also be depended on to give us 
good counsel when we needed it indeed, he was a 
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wise man and a clear thinker. “His commitment 
to the JMF was beyond question and even when 
his health started failing whenever he could, with 
great courage and we are sure sometimes even in 
pain and discomfort he would show up.” That was 
the kind of man he was. He will be missed, espe-
cially his passionate prayers for the work of our 
organization

Rev. Orlanzo Wright 
(Pastor of Mt. Nebo Circuit)

Rev. Dr. Roy Henry can easily be described as a 
tremendous evangelist, an excellent listener, quite 
witty, very humble, with a very pleasant personal-
ity that allowed him to get along well with all those 
with whom he came in contact.
He was a man of versatility, resilience and tenac-
ity and a man with an indomitable spirit. He had 
a very contagious laughter, a man of protocol, a 
down to earth pastor who walked with kings but 
never lost the common touch.

Rev. and Mrs. Vivian Hinds  
(friends)

I remember Roy as a true friend, a wise counsellor, 
a people person and a man of integrity. He was one 
in whose presence one always felt comfortable.  I 

remember Roy as a man who loved God and loved 
serving the people of God.  Truly his was a life well 
lived.

From the Rt. Rev. Stanley G. 
Clarke  (Batch Mate)

Rev. Dr. Roy James Henry lived as a Christian 
ought: loving God, loving neighbour and lov-
ing self. The joy of the Lord was his strength. The 
peace of the Lord was his gift. And, the grace of 
God was sufficient for him. Those born of the Holy 
Spirit are enabled to live that way.  

James Forbes (Ret’d Senior 
Superintendent of Police)

I owe my life’s trajectory and successes to the 
astute role model God placed in my life in 1973, I 
am better for his sound counsel and mentorship. 
His memory will remain steadfast in my heart for 
the rest of my natural life.

Ambassador, 
Prof. Dr. Colin O. Jarrett 
(Member of East Queen 
Street Baptist Church)
I became a member of the East Queen Street Bap-
tist Church in 1991 when Rev. Dr. Henry just ac-

cepted the call to that Circuit.  He was the greatest 
of role models you could find…..a great speaker, 
a dynamic preacher, an excellent administrator, a 
great lover of sporting activities, was fully abreast 
with current affairs and the political arena along 
with world affairs, a great family man to his wife 
and children, a peacekeeper, a confidant among 
other attributes.  

The National Prayer Vigil 
Committee
His style of leadership was clearly not dictato-
rial but was very democratic, engaging and one 
in which each member of the committee felt 
very comfortable. We found him to be a man of 
high integrity, respectful, peaceful, punctual and 
principled. He was very knowledgeable about the 
necessary protocols for each event and as a com-
mittee we are grateful for the valuable lessons we 
learnt from him. He held firmly to the theme of 
the National Prayer Vigil which is “Justice…Uni-
ty…Peace…Healing” and it was always his vision 
that Jamaica can become a more gentle, peaceful 
and united nation.  It is often said that laughter is 
medicine. Our Chairman was very jovial and had 
the ability to laugh heartily and from time to time 
he would have us laughing.

Rev. Dr. Roy Henry and Evangelist Errol Rattray being interviewed on Smile Jamaica
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Forty-eight years of mar-
riage. Three children. Mem-
ories galore. 
The passing of the Rev. Dr. 

Roy Henry has left a deep void. Hus-
band, father, provider, mentor. His 
pleasant disposition and joyous spir-
it. His laughter and radiant smile. 
“I miss him,” his widow, Lorna, said. 
“We were always together.”
It is a love story that began with a 
hike to Cane River in St. Andrew. 
Contrived, without deliberate inten-
tion, by the matron at the University 
of the West Indies School of Nursing 
who told the group of students that if 
they wanted to go on that hike, they 
needed to find some male compan-
ionship for protection. 
They reached out to students at two 
nearby institutions, the then Col-
lege of Arts, Science and Technology 
(now UTECH) and the United Theo-
logical College of the West Indies. 
The UTC students answered the call, 
and so she and Roy met.
Love led this confirmed Catholic, 
who was previously an Anglican, to 
become a committed Baptist. It was 
love that led this “town girl,” born 
“under the clock” in Kingston, to 
move to farming communities in ru-
ral Clarendon that were very differ-
ent to her experiences as a city girl. 
It took some adjustments, but her 
love for Roy, “to support him in what-
ever way,” made the transition easier. 
“I did not know what to expect but 

I was open.” That openness endeared 
her to the people, who admired “the 
pastor and his young wife.”
That she was a city girl earned her 
respect among the rural folk, but it 
was her profession as a registered 
nurse who tended to the needs of 
the people, especially through her 
work as a midwife at the Chapleton 
Hospital, that earned her greater es-
teem. So, too, her involvement in the 
local branch of the women’s federa-
tion, which she helped to start at the 
Thompson Town church. She shared 
with the women her skills in crochet, 
ham making, and in producing their 
own condensed milk.
Her husband was the reliable and 
supportive partner. “He was a man of 
great faith, a praying man. Never did 
anything without praying.” Though 
he held several significant positions, 
including president of the Jamaica 
Baptist Union and of the Jamaica 
Council of Churches, what delighted 
him most was being a husband to 
her and a father to his three children, 
Leighton, Rusheyne and Dale.
Sunday mornings were special. He 
led family devotions, and the chil-
dren were encouraged to share what 
happened during the past week. “The 
children looked forward to it,” Mrs. 
Henry said.
A good provider, he was tender and 
soft to the children. She was the 
“strong one,” he the softer one. She 
was the disciplinarian, he the one 

who gave in to his children – some-
times. Though often absent because 
of his pastoral duties, “he was very 
present,” including being part of the 
schools’ PTA and in other aspects of 
the children’s lives. 
Other youth benefitted from his fa-
therly presence. “He was a father to 
many,” Mrs. Henry said of his role as 
a mentor to youth in the communi-
ties of the Thompson Town Circuit 
of Baptist Churches in Clarendon 
and the East Queen Street Circuit in 
Kingston.
Evangelism was his passion. “Evan-
gelism of all sorts. Sports evangelism, 
evangelism in schools, etc. No one 
should be left behind,” Mrs. Henry 
explained of Dr. Henry’s commit-
ment to bring the gospel to all people.
This committed peacemaker took to 
heart Romans 12:18, “If at all pos-
sible, live at peace with all men.” His 
mantra: “I don’t fight with my church 
members.” 
He loved boxing, cricket, track and 
field, and a good game of dominos. 
He was into personal fitness, walk-
ing, doing pushups, and initiating 
exercise classes at the East Queen 
Street church. 
Dr. Henry’s life and example con-
tinue to inspire others, including 
his own family. Though Mrs. Henry 
misses her husband, she is thankful 
he did not suffer. His passing hap-
pened relatively quickly, and he de-
parted this world peacefully. 
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According to secretary of the 
Delacree Park Baptist Church, Ms. 
Lorraine Garvey-Bailey, Rev. Dr. 
Roy Henry was a giant of the faith 
that even in death, remains strong. 

Dr. Henry died on March 17, 2022, but his legacy 
was far reaching. It continues to have an impact on 
sectors within Jamaica and the Diaspora. 
The Delacree Park Baptist Church was one of the 
three churches pastored by Dr. Henry in the East 
Queen Street Circuit of Baptist Churches. 
“His contribution to his church and the wider 

community is more than profound. He speaks 
through his deeds, actions and thoughts and tried 
never to impart an angry wrought,” said Garvey-
Bailey. 
Dr. Henry was introduced to the East Queen Street 
Baptist Church by a member, Deacon Steadman 
McKay, almost five decades ago. He was received 
into the fellowship of the church during the pas-
toral leadership of Rev. Dr. J. A. Leo-Rhynie.  In 
1989, Dr. Henry answered the call to pastor the 
East Queen Street Circuit of Baptist Churches.   
“Over the 27 years of pastoral leadership, his ser-

vice was undergirded by humility and great en-
thusiasm, to the honour and glory of God,” said 
secretary of the East Queen Street Baptist Church, 
Ms. Linette Wilson.
She described him as jovial and good-natured, 
approachable, responsive to evangelism, and sup-
portive. 
She noted that he used evangelism/outreach as 
“the vehicle to transform lives and ensured the 
pillars to sustain this outreach were supported 
by training in discipleship and counseling, while 
accommodating sports evangelism to involve the 

Churches cite the impact of the late pastor

Rev. Dr. Roy Henry 
left a rich legacy



 20
THE JAMAICA BAPTIST REPORTER     AUGUST 2022

young men in the community.  The street and 
lanes ministry, devotion in schools, evangelistic 
crusades, cottage meetings, good Samaritan min-
istry and the media ministry.”
Dr. Roy Henry was also a builder of partnerships 
and institutions, a participatory leader, a family 
man, a protocol officer and a health and fitness 
advocate. “He believed in and lived fitness and 
would challenge the youngsters to do pushups 
and touching of the toes.  He promoted health and 
dental fairs that were regular events at the church,” 
recounted Wilson.
Ms. Shantana Brown, a member of the Denham 
Town Baptist Church, remembers his exercise 
challenges. But that is not all she and other mem-
bers of the congregation will remember. They 
will remember his radiant sunny smile, boom-
ing voice, energy, braggadociousness, puffed-out 
chest, and humour; his humility, patience, and 

fatherly concerns. They also cannot forget his ser-
mons and devotions, his at times off key singing, 
and his pastoral care.
The Denham Town Baptist Church is also a part 
of the East Queen Street Circuit. When Dr. Henry 
accepted the call to pastor the church in 1989, he 
took on the mantle of being a pastor and became a 
friend, brother, uncle, mentor, counselor, and for 
many, a father.  
“He was instrumental in our spiritual formation 
and growth and ultimately led many of us to ac-
cept Christ as our personal Lord and Saviour. His 
approach to ministry was wholistic as he sought 
to nurture not only the spiritual man but also the 
physical man with the fatherly counsels he gave,” 
Brown noted.
Prior to serving the East Queen Street Circuit, 
Rev. Dr. Roy Henry served for 16 years as the pas-
tor of the Thompson Town Circuit. After complet-

ing his ministerial studies at the United Theologi-
cal College of the West Indies (UTCWI) in 1973, 
he was assigned to the circuit of five churches and 
their missions as a probationer minister for two 
years. The churches were Thompson Town, Smith-
ville, Brandon Hill, Leceisterfield, and Elgin. Mis-
sions were Bloomwell, Coffee Piece and Bethel.  
After completing his probationary period, he re-
ceived and accepted a call from the circuit to be 
the pastor. In 1975 he was ordained as a Minister 
of Religion of the Jamaica Baptist Union (JBU) at 
Thompson Town.
In a tribute to the late pastor, the church described 
him as dedicated, devoted, approachable, affable, 
zealous, compassionate, legendary, dynamic, nur-
turing, calm, down-to-earth, wise, disciplined, 
and punctual.
“Under his leadership, the churches were not 
confined within the walls but moved from com-
munity to community with night services and 
street meetings proclaiming the good news of 
the Gospel. Pastor Roy was a bold and passionate 
preacher. Through his faithfulness to the Gospel, 
his ministry was fruitful as people responded to 
his piercing and passionate sermons. People were 
convicted and came to faith in Jesus Christ, many 
of whom have gone home to glory,” the church 
noted. 
Dr. Henry served as chairman of the School 
Board of the Thompson Town Primary and Infant 
School, and a guidance counselor at the Thomp-
son Town High School. In 1988, he received a full 
scholarship to attend Haggai Institute in Singapore 
to do a course in Advanced Leadership, which he 
completed successfully and received the Western 
Scholar Award for the year.
 In 1989 Dr. Henry received an invitation from the 
East Queen Street Baptist Circuit, which he ac-
cepted, but he did not sever ties with Thompson 
Town members and maintained contact.
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Rev. Edgar Henry’s only mode of trans-
portation while serving the Point Hill 
Circuit in the 1970s was a donkey. He 
was so committed to ministry that 

nothing stopped him from traversing the hills 
and valleys from Point Hill to Watermount, 
Kentish, Lluidas Vale, Lemon Hall, and the Ren-
nalls class house. 
The Jamaica Baptist Union placed him on intern-
ship to pastor the Point Hill Circuit of Baptist 
Churches in 1975. During his administration, 
the circuit experienced significant growth and 
development.
“His schedules were compact. On weekdays he 
held board and committee meetings, conduct 
visitations, and participated in scheduled church 
activities. On Sundays, we looked forward to the 
soul-searching, sometimes controversial mes-
sages delivered from the pulpit followed by the 

invitation to accept the Lord as Saviour of our 
lives,” said circuit secretary Ms. Verica Thomp-
son-Elvin. As a rural circuit, Point Hill chal-
lenges included rural/urban migration, poor 
transportation, a heavy reliance on farming as 
the main occupation, and limited resources. 
But Rev. Henry was not daunted. His minis-
try was all inclusive and catered to the various 
categories and needs of the congregants, espe-
cially the young people. 
“Under his ministry, many young people were 
saved, baptised and became members of the 
body of Christ. I am one such person,” said 
Thompson-Elvin. 
Rev. Henry spent four years in the circuit. Ac-
cording to Thompson-Elvin, ”the measure of 
the man was so impactful that he left an indel-
ible mark on the lives of old and young alike.” 
He left to pastor the Freetown Circuit, which 
he did from 1981 to 1994.
Rev. Henry moderated the Ebenezer/Beu-
lah Circuit of Baptist Churches and the John 
Austin Circuit of Baptist Churches. He served 
both circuits with distinction, going above and 
beyond to give dedicated and serious attention 
to his ministerial portfolio.

Rev.  Henry assumed the role of moderator for 
the John Austin Circuit of Baptist Churches 
in January 2004 until June 30, 2011. “Rev. Hen-
ry was that servant leader who gave of himself 
and his resources so that all could wax in spirit 
and faith and experience a sense of well-being, 
safety and security. His attention to visiting the 
sick and shut-ins, the grief-stricken or any other 
crisis situation, had no boundaries,” said circuit 
secretary, Ms. Direna Lewis 
“’Rev.,’ as he was affectionately called, enjoyed 
the circuit rallies and was enthused by the per-
formances of the Sunday School students. He 
helped to develop new skills by organizing and 
training a mini percussion band for rally. He put 
his entire self into this activity, beating on the 
conga drum,” she said. 
Ms. Janice Gilman, a member of the Ebenezer/
Beulah Circuit of Baptist Churches, noted that 

although Rev. Henry only moderated the circuit 
for a combined 10 months, his impact will last a 
lifetime. He spent time visiting and ministering 
to members, friends, and strangers.
“Men traded in their Johnny Walker for a walk 
to the chapel; ladies abandoned their Sunday 
food to come feast on the word.  Ebenezer had 
a world-renowned children’s orchestra because 
Rev. brought out every piece of instrument imag-
inable so the children could make a joyful noise.  
The aged, poor, and forgotten were always re-
membered by him.  He was generous to a fault 
with his time, money, and love,” she said. 
Rev. Henry remained a dedicated, faithful, and 
compassionate pastor, a committed moderator,  
counselor, advisor, teacher, and friend to those 
he served until his death.
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The Jamaica Baptist Union (JBU) is 
grateful to God for allowing us to be a 
part of the story of the life of the late 
Rev. Edgar Charles Henry, JP. 

A quiet, unassuming, honest, kind, soft spoken 
and compassionate human being, he served Christ 
and His church with faithfulness and generosity of 
spirit for more than 40 years.  Edgar entered the 
United Theological College of the West Indies in 
1971 where he was prepared for the pastoral min-
istry through reading for the Diploma in Minis-
terial Studies, the Licentiate in Theology and the 
Bachelor of Arts in Theology. He was ordained in 
1978 in the Point Hill Circuit of Baptist Churches. 
Edgar was deeply committed to his call as a minis-
ter of the Gospel and served God through the pas-
toral office in the Point Hill Circuit (1975-1980) 
and the Free Town Circuit (1981-1994). His work 
in those circuits paints a portrait of a true servant 
leader who enmeshed himself in the communities.
He loved God and incarnated God’s presence 
among the people, which made him a household 
name to this very day.
Our brother had a missional heart. When the JBU 
approached him to serve as a Missioner Pastor in 
Grenada, consistent with the partnership enjoyed 
between both bodies, he, along with his wife, 
Sylvia, readily said yes. His sojourn there (1986-
1988) is fondly remembered by the people and the 
Grenada Baptist Association. 
Rev. Edgar was seconded by the JBU as Assistant 
Force Chaplain/Psychologist from 1994-2011.
During his time in the chaplaincy, Edgar remained 
involved in the life of the union. His contribution 
to the churches in the Clarendon Baptist Associa-
tion is legendary. 
His breadth of service to churches in that asso-
ciation indicates that Edgar had a special calling 

to serve the entire parish. He became the “unof-
ficial” transitional pastor, often called upon to help 
churches without pastors stay focused on their 
mission and prepare them for effective ministry 
under a new pastor.
The churches and circuits he offered this minis-
try included Frankfield, John Austin, Water Lane, 
Free Town, Grace-Mineral Heights, James Hill, 
and Mineral Heights as a single unit. As recent-
ly as three months before his passing, he offered 
oversight to the Ebenezer/Beulah circuit for a sec-
ond time.
Edgar Charles Henry understood what it meant to 
serve unselfishly and sacrificially without expect-
ing anything in return. He served his community 
as a teacher, guidance counsellor, pastor and chap-
lain/psychologist. 
He found time to offer voluntary service as sta-
tion pastor, chairman of the Point Hill and Barton 
School Boards, member of the Toby Heights Citi-
zens Associations, volunteer supervisor for Food 
for the Poor and a Justice of the Peace. He was a pi-
oneering force in organizing the Old Harbour Bay 
Chapter of Youth for Christ and founded a Com-
munity and Personnel Crisis Management Team. 
Our friend and brother had a cheerful spirit and 
will be remembered for his love, compassion, 
generosity, care and attentiveness to the needs of 
people. 
This was not confined to those within the church. 
He affirmed the humanity and dignity of each 
person and did not allow religion, denomination, 
class, status, colour, or age to impact his relation-
ship with others. It was natural for him to tran-
scend barriers and build bridges. Edgar had an 
admirable capacity to build friendships and main-
tain relationships. No matter how brief the first 
encounter. He facilitated the formation of bonds 

sustained for life because of his abiding interest 
in the people he knew.  He was a connector who 
invested time to get in touch with people passing 
through bereavement or facing other challenges.
A good listener, Edgar offered words of encour-
agement and hope and gave generously of what he 
had as a sign of love. He did not look for benefits 
derived from relating to others but was a selfless 
servant of God. 
Consistent with his general posture, Rev Edgar 
affirmed all cultures as God-given and insisted 
that there were positive aspects in all of them. He 
advised against despising African culture but em-
braced it as useful for us as Caribbean people. Up 
to the time of his death, he was in the final stages 
of completing his PHD thesis. He had hoped to 
shed light on how to treat pastorally with people 
who embrace African culture, spirituality and 
medicine.
It is not possible to speak about Edgar Charles and 
not give God thanks for his life partner, Sylvia. 
She supported him fully in his ministry, making 
it possible to serve in the ways he did. In her own 
right, she has responded to the call of God to serve 
the church. 
We thank God for you and pray that you, daugh-
ter, Khadeen, and the rest of the family, experience 
God’s sustaining grace during this challenging 
time. 
Well done, Rev. Edgar Charles Henry! We thank 
God for allowing you to touch our lives so deeply!

This tribute was delivered by Acting 
General Secretary, Rev. Merlyn Hyde-
Riley, at the funeral service of the late 
Rev. Edgar Charles Henry at the Bou-
levard Baptist Church, St. Andrew, on 
Thursday, May 26, 2022.
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Edgar and Sylvia HEnry’S 
union was a match made at the JBU

Sylvia still remembers the day she visited 
the Jamaica Baptist Union’s (JBU) then 
headquarters on Old Hope Road to source 
printed materials and met Edgar Henry.

Edgar was a young minister at the time, serving 
in the Point Hill Circuit in St. Catherine. He was 
on his way to Point Hill, when he too stopped at 
the JBU.  When it was time to leave, someone in 
the office suggested that they travel together since 
they were going in the same direction. They took 
the bus that day. 
“Both of us were in this bus and rain started to 
fall, the bus was leaking and we were getting wet. 
He had a newspaper, and he unwrapped,it because 
it was folded. He opened it and gave me some to 
cover up my head.”
They conversed on their journey to St. Catherine. 

Incidentally, Sylvia was a teacher at the Bog Walk 
Secondary School in St. Catherine and a very ac-
tive member at the Bethel Baptist Church in Bog 
Walk. From that first encounter, Sylvia deduced 
that Edgar was unattached.  He was open and hon-
est about his status. He asked that they keep   in 
touch and so they did. He was easy to talk with, a 
good listener. He was always calm. 
Conversations led to courtship, then marriage and 
then the birth of two children, Douane and Kha-
deen. They were married for 42 years at the time of 
Edgar’s death on April 8, 2022. Throughout their 
marriage, Edgar, maintained the calm demeanor 
that first attracted Sylvia to him. She came to ad-
mire as well, his humility and his commitment to 
God and the people of God and devotion to the 
children.
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“As a husband, he was always concerned about 
my level of involvement. He was also reliable. If 
he committed to something, he is going to carry it 
through and he was self-motivated.”
Sylvia supported her husband in ministry, but af-
ter having children, she pulled back a little so that 
she could give them attention.  “You can’t be ev-
erywhere with the pastor or with your husband, 
especially if you have children. Children need 
stability,” said Sylvia, who is currently one of two 
vice-presidents for the Jamaica Baptist Union and 
the Moderator for the Thompson Town Circuit in 
Clarendon.  Edgar was the pastor for the Point Hill 
Circuit between 1975 and 1980 and the Free Town 
Circuit between 1981 to 1994. He then left with 
his family from the Free Town circuit to Grenada 
to serve as a missioner Pastor in Grenada   be-
tween 1986 to 1988. On returning to Jamaica, Ed-
gar was seconded by the JBU to serve as Assistant 
Force Chaplain/Psychologist from 1994-2011. 

The couple made the decision from early that 
their children would attend only one church in 
the Circuit where Edgar pastored. Although they 
were baptized at the Free Town Church,  Khadeen  
sometimes  accompanied her father to many of 
the churches that needed an organist.  Most Sun-
day mornings, it was Edgar and Khadeen with her 
Keyboard,  and Douane and Sylvia.  When Sylvia 
became the moderator for the Thompson Town 
Circuit, they supported each other in ministry. 
The challenge they found was ensuring that their 
life did not become centered on just church.  
“He was very devoted to church and devoted to 
the people. He loved being a pastor,” said Sylvia. 
“He genuinely cared about people. He respected 
and valued them .He was a Pastor, confidant and 
friend   sometimes at the expense of family, but we 
understood.”
Despite a hectic schedule, which got busier, when 
Edgar became a chaplain, the family made time to 

create memorable moments. “Meal times   were 
special.  We also did a lot of chores together.”
 With Sylvia and their son celebrating their birth-
day in May and Edgar and their daughter having 
their birthday in August, birthday celebrations 
were always double the fun. “In the early days, we 
would spend the time at one of the local resorts.  
Gardening   shows were also on the family sched-
ule. These   Edgar endured to appease his wife and 
his son.  There were always a few other family out-
ings on the agenda each year.  In July 2019, Ed-
gar surprised his wife with a ticket to Europe. The 
couple travelled to London to visit Edgar’s sister 
and then to four other countries. The experience 
was extra special, because they stayed primarily 
with family friends as opposed to hotels. 
“It was stress-free ; no financial obligation. We did 
not borrow money for the trip and our daughter is 
no longer our responsibility as she is married and 
lives in Canada.  We were together all the time. 
We had fun site-seeing in the different countries 
(England, France, Netherlands,  Belgium, Ger-
many).  We  visited museums, theatres, historic 
buildings- especially churches,  and reveled in sea 
and  water  activities,  took long walks in the parks 
and enjoyed the restaurants, although some foods 
were off limit. Together,  we  explored  the best of 
London gardens. We had a wonderful time, and  
It was just the right time, because we had COVID 
after that.” Sylvia is happy that she got to share that 
excursion with Edgar. The memories shared then 
will forever be etched in her mind.
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On the 23rd of August this year, my dad 
would have celebrated his 73rd birth-
day. We both celebrate our birthdays 
in August. The joint celebration made 

it more special. 
My dad has left me and the family a Godly legacy. 
His was a life of faith and faithfulness to God and 
God’s people. He made friends and maintained 
friendships because he knew people needed sup-
port. His life was well lived with generosity, sim-
plicity and humility. He served especially where 
the need was greatest. He put others above self. He 
served humanity. 
My father did not “sweat the small stuff.” Though 
he was fully engaged, his life was not cluttered. He 
went about his daily task calmly and patiently. He 
knew and taught us the difference between things 
of value and valuables. From early, I learnt from 
both parents that God and God’s purposes came 
first. As children and young adults, my brother 
Douane and I did not fully understand it and did 
not always like it, but we grew to respect and hon-
our it as our understanding of God grew. 
Dad loved his family dearly. Mom, Douane (now 
deceased) and I were special persons in his life. I 
was his joy and delight, his musician who accom-
panied him in the early years to the churches he 
served. I am grateful that God blessed me with a 
wonderful father who loved, respected, and sup-
ported me. I am comforted, knowing how much 
dad positively affected my life and the lives of oth-
ers.  He lived out his calling. (Micah 6:8)
Daughter: Khadeen Henry-Herah
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Police Commissioner Anthony Anderson: 
It is with deep sadness that I lead the Jamaica Constabulary 
Force (JCF) family in mourning the loss of a retired stalwart 
and colleague, Rev. Edgar Charles Henry. 
Rev. Henry served as Assistant Chaplain for the Area 3 Po-
lice Formation from April 1994 to February 2009. He acted 
as Force Chaplain from February 2009 to June 2011, accu-
mulating 16 years and six months of full-time service to the 
JCF. After his retirement, he served as a Volunteer Chaplain 
for the Area 3 Police Formation. 
To Edgar’s spouse, Sylvia, daughter, Khadeen, siblings Elbert 
and Ilean, and other bereaved family members, please ac-
cept our deepest sorrow for the loss you have endured. We 
pray God will comfort you through this time of grief. 
As we mourn his passing, let us pledge to give our support 
to the members of the JCF as together we carry on the fight 
of reducing crime in Jamaica. 
You will always remain in our hearts, Rev. Edgar Charles 
Henry.
 May his soul rest in peace!
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Edgar was both interested and interesting. He was 
keen to ask questions to learn more about you. But 
he never talked about himself, even though he was 
an accomplished man.
Jason Gregory

I worked with Rev. Edgar Henry when he was in 
Grenada. He was committed and instrumental in 
working with the Grenada Baptist Association in 
its development to make a difference in the lives 
of others.
Rev. Stanford Simon, President of the Grena-
da Baptist Association

Edgar was quiet, unassuming, kind-hearted, gen-
tle, and thoughtful, always having his friends’ in-
terests at heart. He was a “keeper” as a friend. 
I remember the day a car drove into our driveway 
while we were living in Spalding. It was Edgar. He 
was the Assistant Force Chaplain for Area 3. He 
told me he was leaving and needed someone to 
act until he returned, and he thought of me. This 
happened at a time when my family and I needed 
some extra cash flow.
Garwell Bacchas and Family

Rev. Henry was a true disciple of the Lord. He was 
a humble, gentle and kind man that greeted you 
with a smile. To know him was to love him is a 
phrase that comes to mind. He was a devoted hus-
band and father who adored his family and doted 
on his two children.
Tricia Stewart-Jackson and Family

Rev. and Mrs. Edgar Henry made our community 
their home for more than 25 years. They gave in-
valuable service and contribution toward its up-
liftment and development. 
Rev. Henry’s contribution was not confined to his 
career as a pastor. It extended to the Jamaica Con-
stabulary Force (J.C.F) where he served as a chap-
lain, Justice of the Peace, marriage officer, counsel-
lor and a confidant to many.
The Toby Heights Citizen’s Association

TRIBUTES FROM PASTORAL COLLEAGUES
From the Rev. Delroy G. Sittol
My very fond memory of the late Rev. Edgar Hen-
ry spans from 1974 to seven days before his heav-
enly calling on April 8, 2022.
In 1974, I entered the United Theological College 
as a first-year student. Edgar was serving as Bap-
tist senior student in his final year. I immediately 
observed his calm and serene nature as he men-
tored the new Baptist students.
In 1978, four years later in my first pastorate in 
Clarendon, Edgar awaited, welcomed and initiat-
ed me in putting theories to practice in the James 
Hill pastorate. We did not own cell phones nor 
have the luxury of social media, but this did not 
prevent us from being in close contact.
In 1988, 10 years later, Edgar returned from Gre-
nada as missioner and made way for me to suc-
ceed him. His wise counsel and the path He forged 
guided me in another ministry journey.
On my return to Jamaica two years later, our 
friendship and collegial relationship bloomed as 
we reared our families, matured in age, and im-
mersed ourselves in Christian ministry. Sharing 
each other’s joy as well as pain. Telephone calls 
and visits could be expected any time.
On April 1, 2022, little did I know that would be 
our last conversation. We went down memory 
lane, reflecting on the pastoral team that served in 
Clarendon, four making their earthly departure, 
leaving us behind! He shared his observations in 
a study he was pursuing but had to take a break.
After 48 years of friendship, his compassion, un-
derstanding, concern, care and brotherly spirit are 
behind as he departs this earthly life for his heav-
enly abode.

From the Rev. Cyril Clarke 
It is hard to come to grips with the sudden and 
unexpected passing of Edgar. I confess I am still 
in denial.
Shortly before his death, we shared in a funeral 
service. He was gracious to transport me. On re-
turning, he stayed for a while and we chatted brief-
ly. He embraced Mrs. Clarke, with whom he had 
an excellent relationship, and bid adieu, promising 
to return soon and be more generous and leisurely 
with his time.
But this was not to be. None of us knew that his 
departure was so near. We can’t imagine that he is 
really gone.
Edgar was a friend and confidant, one with whom 
you felt safe, comfortable, and sheltered. He was 

a hospitable, kind, approachable, cordial, and sin-
cere person. He was genuinely friendly, trustwor-
thy, and dependable. His words were his bond. 
Edgar was special and distinctive. From early, 
he showed promise and inclination of entering 
the pastoral ministry. Thus, it was no surprise he 
proved to be the pastor he became. He was pastor 
par excellence.
Henry loved people genuinely. His care and con-
sideration were unquestionable and indiscrimi-
nate. He only needed to hear that you are ill and 
hospitalized. Before long, he would be at your 
bedside. He was concerned about the welfare of 
others.
He was never too busy to say a kind word, listen to 
your problems and offer comfort to those in need. 
You could approach him anytime and be assured 
of a listening ear.
He got into the hearts and minds of those he 
served, evoking responses of love, commitment, 
and loyalty. He empathized and resonated with 
those given to a specific worship style, character-
istic of charisma, emotionalism, and revivalism.
Henry was of the strong view that as Jamaican 
Baptists – mostly people of African descent -- we 
needed to modulate and adjust our worship to 
sync with our lost heritage.
Henry had a passion for pastoral service, evident 
in the number of churches and circuits he served 
as interim pastor after retiring as chaplain in the 
Jamaica Constabulary Force (JCF). He was mod-
est regarding his credentials, his pioneering mis-
sionary endeavours in Grenada under the auspices 
of the Jamaica Baptist Union, and his stint in the 
Police Constabulary Chaplaincy services.
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