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The PRESIDENT’S 

The recently concluded 
172nd General Assembly 
of our beloved union 
approved a resolution 

marking and celebrating the 25th 
anniversary of the ordination of 
women.
The resolution was proposed by 
the Ministers’ Conference that met 
prior to the General Assembly.
The resolution, drafted mainly by 
the Rev. Dwight Fraser, recalled 
the “historic decision of the 
139th Annual General Assembly, 
held February 22-26, 1989, to 
accept women as candidates for 
preparation to serve as pastors in 
the Jamaica Baptist Union.” 
It further noted “the entry of 
the first candidate, the now Rev. 
Doreen Wynter, into the training 
program of the Union for the 
1989-1990 academic year” and 
that the now Rev. Angela Morgan-
Allen became the first woman 
to be ordained as a pastor in the 
Jamaica Baptist Union, on or 
around October 03, 1996.” 
The resolution noted that women 
pastors constitute 15 percent of 
the current cadre of active JBU 
pastors. 
The Assembly theologized 
that “the 25th Anniversary is a 
milestone which honours the 
liberative decision which God led 
us to take in 1989 and provides 
opportunity for us to celebrate 
the impact which God has made 
and continues to make through 
women serving as pastors to, with 
and among us.”
The resolution was unanimously 
accepted by the Assembly.
As I reflected on the resolution, 
I recall those days as a first-
year student at the UTCWI. We 
prepared to receive our sister 
Doreen Wynter as the lone 
female Baptist student among the 
twelve who formed the Baptist 
community in 1990-1991. 
The novelty of a female 

Baptist minister created both 
anticipation and apprehension 
in the community that mirrored 
the mood of the wider Baptist 
constituency. 
We were aware that the original 
resolution brought to the 1989 
Assembly was approved by the 
overwhelming majority but was 
not unanimous. Some members 
and ministers publicly and 
privately opposed the resolution, 
arguing on theological and 
practical grounds. 
The Rev. Clement Gayle, who 
played a leading role in shepherding 
the survey among minsters 
and churches that informed 
that resolution, prepared us to 
welcome and embrace this new 
reality. We had formal discussions 
in our denominational classes that 
continued on the corridors and 
in the cottages. To assist in this 
process, an ordained female pastor 
from another denomination 
was invited to the community. 
One student asked this pastor of 
considerable experience, “Do you 
believe that God calls women to 
be pastors?” The pastor paused 
and thoughtfully responded, “I 
don’t know.” Her response initially 
surprised us, but she continued, 
“But what I can tell you for certain 
is that God called me.”  A skilful 
way to make a profound point 
that God calls persons of God’s 
own choosing, whatever the 
nationality, gender, age, stage, or 
social standing.  
I felt privileged listening to the 
resolution being read at this 
year’s Assembly, having been an 
eyewitness to this development 
twenty-eight years ago. The 
question we now grapple with: is 
the JBU patriarchal? 
Patriarchy, two Greek words 
literally meaning rule of the 
fathers, describes a political, 
social or ecclesial system of 
male dominance. Patriarchy 

is the manifestation and 
institutionalization of that 
dominance. To borrow the motto 
from a Jamaican pantomime, 
“Schoolers,” the motto of a 
patriarchal society or institution is 
“manus rulus foreveramos.”
The resolution invites us to 
consider if the JBU, after twenty-
five years of ordaining women, is 
reflexively patriarchal. 
In the near thirty years since the 
acceptance of the first woman 
(Rev. Doreen Wynter), we have 
trained twenty-one (21) female 
pastors.  This constitutes 15 
percent of the pastoral team in 
a denomination in which 75 
percent of the membership is 
female.  Put another way. In an 
organization where 75 percent of 
the constituency is female, only 15 
percent of the leadership is female. 
Despite the talk and celebration of 
women sparked at the Assembly 
by the resolution, when the 
time came for voting for the 
executive, women did not figure 
prominently in the nominations. 
The two women elected from 
the floor were as a result of a 
constitutional requirement. The 
constitution insists that at least 
three of the ten elected members 
be lay persons. It is from that 
number that two women were 
elected.  It is widely held that some 
churches/circuits seeking a pastor 
explicitly disqualify women when 
establishing the criteria of the 
search. If so, we have added gender 
discrimination to patriarchy.
The resolution is an opportunity 
for open, honest, and frank 
discussion on these matters if we 
are to be faithful disciples living 
out the gospel with integrity. Let 
the conversation on gender and 
the Jamaica Baptist Union in the 
twenty-first century continue  

Rev. Dr. Glenroy Lalor

Continuing the Gender Agenda
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Editorial

Power play and power politics are 
the bane of human existence. Many 
good ideas and promising ventures 
flounder and fall apart due to political 
infighting and the incessant jostling 
for political power. Power is the basis 
for most wars and conflicts. 

The church is not exempt from political 
infighting. Early signs of power play 
in the church are Paul’s accusation 

of “jealousy and quarrelling among” 
the Corinthian Christians (1Cor.2:3). 
Some claimed, “I follow Paul,” others 
“I follow Apollos,” others “I follow 
Cephas,” and still others, “I follow 
Jesus” (1Cor.1:12).

Jesus knew the awful danger of 
political power infighting between 
factions. He told his disciples to 
beware the yeast of the Pharisees 
(Matt 16:5-12), suggesting they were 
not to imitate the play for control and 
authority as the Pharisees and others 
did. He held up a child as an example. 
“Whoever humbles himself like this 
child is the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven” (Matt 18:4). In a tongue 
in cheek jab, he said, “give to Caesar 
what is Caesar’s and to God what is 
God’s” (Matt 22:21), implying that 
his followers should not get caught 
up in political games and claims of 

legitimacy. Despite Jesus’ warnings, 
James, John, and their mother accosted 
him with a request just days prior to 
his death. “Grant that one of these two 
sons of mine may sit at your right and 
the other at your left in your kingdom” 
(Matt 20:21). Jesus’ heart must have 
sunk. After all he taught and showed 
them. To the very end. He reinforced 
his stance at the Last Supper when he 
took a towel and a basin with water 
and washed and dried his disciples’ 
feet (John13). Lesson dispensed.

People engage in political power play 
because they expect some gain. Such 
as privilege, a special right, advantage, 
immunity or benefit not enjoyed by 
others; to enjoy exclusive rights or 
to gain special favours. Some do it 
for prestige; a high standing to be a 
notch or more above others, giving 
one a sense or feeling of superiority. 

Some want popularity; to be widely 
admired, accepted, or sought after. 
Others want possessions; all the 
money, goods, and services one would 
want. Some engage in political power 
play for the sheer love of power; to 
exercise control or influence. 

Power is intoxicating.

Political power play fosters division 
and disunity. It affects the entire 
body. It undermines and often 
destroys organizations, institutions, 
and countries. Jesus made it clear 
this should not be found among 
his followers.Easter is the supreme 
example of selfless love and service 
that eschews the striving for power.

Rev. Eron Henry is the 
Communications and Media 
Manager for Lott Carey

Power play and power politics

FROM THE DESK OF THE 
GENERAL SECRETARY

Rev. Eron Henry

Suffering is one of the great 
challenges of humanity. In 
explaining it, we hear that 

someone must have sinned, or we 
suffer because of the sins of others. But 
suffering is often beyond explanation, 
though suffering is part of the human 
existence. 
We face the reality of suffering during 
the passion story. Jesus says he must 
go to Jerusalem and suffer at the 
hands of the elders, the chief priests, 
and the scribes; be killed, and on the 
third day be raised (Matthew 16:21).
Jesus tells his disciples that if they 
come after him, they must deny 
themselves, take up their crosses and 
follow him. Whoever wishes to save 
his life will lose it but whoever loses 
his life for his sake will find it (Matt 
6:24-25). 
As we journey through Lent, we 
contend with immeasurable human 

suffering around the world, especially 
in Ukraine. The senseless killing of 
innocent civilians; the horror of death 
and displacement as people seek 
refuge in the war-ravaged country or 
outside the war zone. 
Sadly, Jamaica, though not a war 
zone, show figures of killing and 
deaths comparable to war torn 
societies. The suffering of our sisters 
and brothers in Jamaica is real. Daily 
violence is perpetrated by, and upon, 
our children. We see the exacerbation 
of domestic violence during the 
pandemic in Jamaica and across the 
world. Oh, what untold suffering 
humanity effect on each other and 
the rest of creation! We hear the poet 
lamenting, “(how) many more will 
have to suffer, (how) many more will 
have to die.” 
It is clear. We cannot glorify violence 
and suffering, neither can we justify 

same. We often see the display 
of might, force, power, privilege, 
domination, and oppression. They 
manifest in enslavement, conflicts, 
wars, and other forms of political, 
economic, social, and emotional 
oppression. All are consequences of 
sinful and evil structures and actions.
As was the case with Jesus, we are 
not always rescued immediately 
from suffering but are called upon 
to work through suffering and hold 
fast to the gospel with patience and 
endurance. Jesus demonstrated that 
suffering does not have the last word. 
Resurrection follows! 
Easter affirms God’s sovereignty over 
our lives, and over suffering, death, 
and evil in all dimensions. We are 
encouraged to keep the faith, to not 
be overcome by fear. Along with 
the story of the crucifixion comes 
the story of the resurrection. With 

God pain and suffering, even death, 
can be overcome. So, let us actively 
pursue the will of God in fulfilment 
of righteousness. Let us affirm that 
there is much that remains unknown 
to us, but we will live in weakness 
and humility, as we embrace the 
foolishness of the cross. The Jamaica 
Baptist Union family mourns the 
passing of the Rev. Dr. Roy Henry and 
the Rev. Edgar Henry, two committed, 
faithful, and diligent servants of the 
church of Jesus Christ. We thank God 
for their life and for the resurrection 
hope that sustains us in the face of 
grief and loss. “For since we believe 
that Jesus died and was raised to life 
again, we also believe that when Jesus 
returns, God will bring back with him 
the believers who have died.”

Rev. Merlyn Hyde Riley
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The first week as Jamaica Baptist 
Union president was insightful 
for Rev. Dr. Glenroy Lalor as he 
consulted with the Executive 

Committee to agree on a shared vision for 
the next two years.
Rev. Dr. Lalor was installed during the 
closing service of the 172nd General 
Assembly on February 27, 2022. Since 
then, he has had a greater appreciation of 
the work and legacy of the JBU.
“We are beneficiaries of a lot of work, 
sacrifice, and commitment of those 
who have gone on before. But like every 
organisation that has had a long history, 
you will have periods when you lose focus 
of the vision and your original purpose.”
He believes improving the wellbeing and 
welfare of pastors, offering more help to 
struggling churches and the leveraging 
of the JBU’s God-given resources should 
be priorities. Above all, he wants God’s 
will to be accomplished, a desire that has 
guided his life.  Rev. Dr. Lalor felt the call 
to become a pastor after graduating from 
Calabar High School. He answered in 
the affirmative, but not before consulting 
with his pastor and  church family.
He was a member of the Tarrant Baptist 
Church in St. Andrew, then pastored 
by Rev. William Edwards. The church 
provided a nurturing environment and 
opportunities to serve.  While growing 

up in Roses Valley, St. Elizabeth, Rev. Dr. 
Lalor saw first-hand that service required 
sacrifice and commitment, but he was 
not daunted. His father was a deacon in 
the Roses Valley Baptist Church in the 
Balaclava  Circuit, and his mother was 
involved in the life and witness of the 
church. “You could say I am Baptist by 
birth or from birth.” Rev. Dr Lalor lost 
his mother when he was eight years old. 
In keeping with her wishes he relocated 
to Kingston. He credits Mrs. Lucille 
Fairclough for  mothering him;  nurturing 
and guiding him through those formative 
years to adulthood.   Although Rev. Dr. 

Lalor knew he was called to be a minister 
of the gospel, he pursued a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in History and Social Sciences 
as a part-time  student at the UWI while 
working full time as an accounting 
clerk and later as the accountant in a 
distribution company. 
 In 1989, he signed up for a Diploma 
in Ministerial Studies at the United 
Theological College of the West Indies 
and a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Theological Studies from the University 
of the West Indies. In 2003 he earned a 
PhD in Theology from UWI. The young 
theologian left the seminary in 1992 and 
became pastor at the Port Maria Circuit of 
Baptist Churches in St Mary where, in his 
own words, he “spent 18 glorious years.” 
He then answered the call to become the 
Baptist warden at the UTCWI and served 
for 10 years.   Rev. Dr Lalor readily yielded 
to God’s plan for his life. He realised 
early that “There is a peace you get from 
doing and being what you understand 
and sense to be God’s will that you can 
get from nothing else or nowhere else.” 
But he felt unprepared to answer the call 
to serve as pastor at the Bethel Baptist 
Church in Half-Way-Tree and wrestled 
with God. The church grew tremendously 
under the leadership of the venerable Rev. 
Dr. Burchel Taylor who retired in 2018, 
after more than 40 years as pastor. Rev. 

Dr Lalor yielded to the call. On April 1, 
2019, he joined the Bethel Baptist family. 
With the guidance of the administrative 
team led by the church’s administrator, 
Mrs. Lola Shakes, he gradually settled 
in.  “They made what could have been 
a difficult transition smooth and it felt 
almost seamless. I don’t know if that is 
how it felt to the membership, but that is 
how it felt to me.” “You were guided, you 
were assisted, you were supported, you 
were encouraged, you knew you had a 
team that was there for you and with you. 
That made the transition not so difficult.”
Pastoring during a pandemic was 
challenging, but Rev. Dr. Lalor adjusted 
gradually with the help of his team and 
the congregation.  Serving as president 
for the JBU will require much of his 
attention. But when he gets to relax, the 
theologian likes watching a movie or 
sports. His preference is for something 
that does not require too much thinking. 
“I do love sports of all sorts. I still watch 
the West Indies and lament with what 
the West Indies male team is doing, but 
celebrate what the women did in the 
recently concluded world cup.” Rev. Dr 
Lalor is married to Sharon. They have a 
son, Dominic.

New JBU president is committed to God’s calling

His Will or 
Nothing Else!   

Rev. Dr Glenroy Lalor, Delores DaCosta and 
Rev.  Merlyn Hyde Riley during a visit to Bethel 

Baptist Church H.W.T.
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Daphne Williams’ disability 
created challenges, but the 
Smithville Baptist Church 
member is grateful that a 

roof over her head is no longer one of 
them. 
Williams was born with one hand that 
has only a thumb. For years she worked 
as a vendor to provide her basic needs, 
but she never accomplished her dream 
to own a house. Last year, her church 
family partnered with an oversees donor 
to complete a house she started but 
paused in 2008 due to lack of funds. In 
February this year, Williams moved into 
the house that doubles as a meeting area 
for children.  
Williams has been a Sunday School 
teacher at the Smithville Baptist Church 
in Clarendon for years and sharing her 
personal space with them is a source 

of joy. “I help them to read the Bible. I 
demonstrate to them Bible verses and we 
sing, and we pray. I train them.” Williams 
has a weekly schedule for the children 
whose parents have no concerns about 
leaving them in her care. On Tuesdays 
there is praise, worship, and counselling, 
on Thursdays they visit the homes of 
other children and on Fridays there are 
Bible quiz and games.  “Saturdays are 
activity days when I show them how to 
wash and show them to do everything 
and how to keep the place clean and 
tidy,” she said.
“They are learning and are very excited. 
We play ring games, ball, and these things 
to help elevate them in the community, 
because really in the community, there 
is not a lot of activities that are going 
on, especially surrounding the body of 

Christ. You know that people want to 
get saved, but they are not just going 
to come and sit down,” said Williams, a 
member of Smithville Baptist since 1994. 
Williams never allowed her disability 
to deter her from pursuing her dreams 
or to incite pity. She writes and carries 
out her daily tasks, including cooking, 
washing and cleaning with her feet. She 
encourages the children to not be limited 
by their circumstances and to always 
be grateful for God’s blessings. “I am a 
person like this; I don’t really show my 
burden and my problems. I learn to bear.  
I grow up in that era where my father 
and my mother would teach us, that you 
must learn to bear despite your needs 
and wants,” said Williams, who is also a 
dressmaker. 
“When it is up, we give God thanks and 
when it is down, we still give him praise.” 
Donville Jones first met Williams in 2014 
when he became the moderator of the 
Smithville Circuit of Baptist Churches. 
He noted that at the time, she had put 
up the four walls of the house but was 
unable to do more due to financial 
constraints. Last year, a ministry partner 
pledged to raise money to complete the 
property and asked him to supervise the 
work.  “There are those in the church 
who have helped in different ways, but 

the financial brunt was borne by this 
brother,” Jones explained. Members of 
the church provided manual labour 
and physical resources, while Jones and 
his wife Phyllis donated appliances and 
furniture. Cupboards were recently put 
in and he assures that the grill work for 
the house will be completed soon. The 
one-bedroom property has a kitchen, 
bathroom, and front porch. Williams’ 
greatest need is for a fridge and a 
separate area for her dressmaking. Jones 
described Williams as a prayer warrior 
and an inspiration to many. 
“Daphne writes with her toes, prettier 
than some people write with their right 
hand.” “She doesn’t let her disability 
cramp her. She doesn’t gripe and so on; 
she gives God thanks.” Williams got 
the electricity connected shortly after 
occupying the house. She doesn’t know 
how she will finance this since she had to 
give up vending but remains confident 
that God will make provisions. 
Despite her own needs, Williams is 
helping to raise a 12-year old girl whose 
mother has five children. The pre-teen 
lives with her and is preparing for the 
Primary Exit Profile (PEP). “Sometimes 
it is rough, but God has always sent help, 
so I am grateful for that,” Williams said.

Daphne Williams uses her disability to inspire 
children at house gifted to her by church family and donor 

Moderator of the Smithville Circuit 
Donville Jones and his wife Phyllis.

Daphne’s new house
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Since fleeing Ukraine in 
February following the 
Russian invasion, medical 
student Joel Thomas was 
asked several times, “So 

what’s next?”
He doesn’t have the answer, but he is 
confident God does. This confidence 
allows him to stay calm, although his 
life was interrupted. 
The Calabar High School graduate 
is a third year medical student at the 
Karazin Kharkiv National University 
in Ukraine. He studied hard, got 
good grades in high school, and 
looked forward to his fourth year at 
medical school where he will get to 
focus on the different specialisations. 
Everything was good prior to the 
invasion, although the Russians 
were deploying military troops 
to positions along the Ukrainian 
borders. 
 “Everyone was on the road as usual. 
I wasn’t seeing police or any troops. 
No indication there would be a war,” 
said Thomas. 
Not even the phone call from his 
grandmother prepared him for what 
was about to happen. 
“She called me and she was like, I 
dreamt and I saw your mom and she 
looked worried,” Thomas told The 
Baptist Reporter.
His mother, Antonette Thomas, 
affectionately called “Pinky,” was a 
full-time staff member at the Jamaica 
Baptist Union (JBU) Centre for nine 
years prior to her sudden passing 
in June 2015. Thomas was 15 years 
old at the time. Since her death, 
the Jamaica Baptist Union has been 
assisting him and have become like 
family.
The Russians invaded Ukraine on 
February 24. At 4 a.m. that morning, 
the bombs awoke the medical 
student.
“The bombs were dropping on a 
rhythm. It sounded like a musical, 
that’s how it sounded to me. So I 
called some of my friends to ask if 
they were hearing this and they were 
telling me that yeah, it looked like 
bombing had started.”
Thomas was anxious at first, 
especially when his building shook, 
but then he started encouraging 
himself and others. 
“Trust in God. That is just all that I 
said to a lot of my friends. We just 
have to trust God, because there is 
no way he is going to carry us to this 
far country for life just to fall apart 
and for us just to die.”
Thomas quickly packed his knapsack 

and headed to the underground 
station.  He and other Jamaican 
students then went to Kharkhiv to 
catch a train to Lviv in the west. The 
plan was to catch a train from Lviv 
to Poland, but things did not go as 
intended and so they walked. They 
were offered a ride at intervals, but 
Thomas estimated they walked about 
13 hours in total.
The group was offered food along 
their journey. While hunger was 
not an issue, the weather was 
unpredictable. They walked through 
sun, rain, and snow to get to the 
Ukraine/Poland border. When they 
arrived, they waited for another 
eight hours before being processed. 
“Those times are extremely cold, so 
a lot of persons became hypothermic 
and ended up seizing. At one point, I 
felt like I was going to seize as well. I 
felt like I was going to fall down, but 
thanks be to God, I was able to make 
it across,” Thomas said. 
In Jamaica, many were anxious as 
they watched the Russians invade 
Ukraine. Some bemoaned that the 
students travelled so far to attain 
their dream to become a medical 
doctor. There were not many options 
for persons like Thomas. He knew he 
wanted to be a doctor since he was 
14 years old. His father and mother 
fully supported him as best they 
could. When his mother died, his 
father pushed him to not give up. 
Doing medicine in Jamaica was not 
financially feasible for Thomas who 
has two siblings. He focused on his 
studies, at all times remembering his 
mother’s words prior to her passing. 
“It is going to be hard and you will 
have to be committed.”
Thomas spent many hours at the 
JBU Centre weekly, doing his 
assignments and getting School 
Based Assessments done while 
waiting on his mother to complete 
work. He left Calabar High School 
with eight Caribbean Advance 
Proficiency Exam subjects, which 
included seven with distinctions, 
and eight Caribbean Secondary 
Education Certificate (CSEC) passes, 
five being distinctions. 
Jamaicans collectively breathed a 
sigh of relief with the news that 
20 Jamaican students studying in 
Ukraine had landed on March 2, 
Ash Wednesday. It was a bittersweet 
moment for Thomas, one of four 
students from Calabar High School 
who was studying in Ukraine. 
Calabar and William Knibb High 
are owned by the Jamaica Baptist I don’t know what’s 

next but God does
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Union (JBU). The JBU is a trustee for 
Westwood High school and the Baptists 
have also started hundreds of primary 
and early childhood institutions locally.  
“Of course, you are happy to be home, but 
at the same time, initially when I landed, I 
was like ok, ‘I am in Jamaica, but what am 
I going to do next?’” Thomas wondered.  
Thomas is grateful for the prayers, support, 
well wishes and words of encouragement 
he has received. 
“I didn’t realise so many people were 
concerned and worried and praying for 
us until we landed. So many strangers you 
see come up to you and hug you and say, 
‘I am so glad you are home, and you see 
people crying.’” He resumed classes online 
at Karazin Kharkiv National University in 
Ukraine on March 28. Classes are operating 
on that time zone, so he has classes from 12 
midnight to 10 am.  “We still don’t know 
what will happen, because nobody knows 
how long this war will continue. There are 
uncertainties, so everyone is still trying to 
look at different schools.”
Since the students left Ukraine, the invasion 
has intensified with more deaths and 
infrastructural damage. Thomas does not 
keep track of what is happening. He made 
a conscious effort not to watch the news or 
follow social media postings relating to the 
war in Ukraine.  
He and other medical students followed 
the government’s advice to apply to the 
University of the West Indies. It is not 
known what the tuition will be as efforts 
are being made to come to an arrangement 
that will be mutually beneficial to students 
and university administrators.  “Even 
throughout this ordeal, with not knowing 
how I will continue my education, I am 
still at the moment not worried, because I 
have faith that things will work out,” said 
Thomas. 

The Jamaica Baptist Union (JBU) 
Executive Committee is concerned 
about the impact the ongoing crisis in 
Ukraine has on residents, particularly 
the elderly, women, and children. 
During the second day of a two-
day executive meeting on March 15 
and 16, JBU President Reverend Dr. 
Glenroy Lalor noted that although the 
war is far away, Jamaica is affected.
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine started 

on February 24 and has created a 
humanitarian crisis, resulting in the 
displacement of more than seven 
million people. The Office of the 
UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights (OHCHR) recorded 3,455 
civilian casualties in the country: 
1,417 killed and 2,038 injured as of 
April 2.  During the meeting on March 
16, the JBU Executive Committee 
examined correspondence between 
Acting General Secretary of the Word 
Council of Churches Rev. Prof. Dr. 
Ioan Sauca and Patriarch of Moscow 
and all Russia, His Holiness Kirill. 
Rev. Prof. Dr Sauca appealed to His 
Holiness Kirill to intervene and 
mediate with the authorities to stop the 

war, the bloodshed, and the suffering, 
and make efforts to bring peace 
through dialogue and negotiations. 
The Executive supported the call 
made by Rev. Prof. Dr Sauca. More 
than 20 Jamaican students studying in 
the Ukraine and Russia are casualties 
of the war. Their academic pursuits 
are on hold, their fate uncertain. Four 
students are graduates of Calabar 
High School, one directly linked to 
the JBU. His mother worked as part 
of the administrative staff for several 
years. 
During the meeting, the Executive 
agreed to the following actions in 
response to the crisis: 

• Encourage all JBU churches to 
intercede on behalf of Ukrainians, 
Russians and all who are directly and 
indirectly affected by the war.  
• Write a letter to the Baptists in 
Ukraine, explaining the JBU’s 
concerns and offering assurance 
of prayers. Offer tangible support 
through relief agencies affiliated with 
the Baptist World Alliance. 
• Facilitate a conversation with affected 
students, considering the trauma they 
have gone through. 
• Write a letter to the Ambassador of 
the Russian Federation to Jamaica, 
Sergey Petrovich, expressing the JBU’s 
concerns and appealing for an end to 
the war. 

Ukraine issue addressed by Executive

The respect for life and the dignity of human beings

The cessation of war and the reign of peace 

People trapped in churches in occupied cities – that 
even while surrounded by enemies, God would 
surround them with love and care.

Churches, that they will be able to minister to all and 
that leaders will experience the guidance and wisdom 
of the Holy Spirit

People fleeing – for safe passage, welcoming arms, food, 
clothing, shelter, safe spaces

Families separated from their loved ones 

People persecuted in Russia because of their stance 
against the war

All who are experiencing untold, grief, pain and 
suffering
 
The conversion of the perpetrators of war and 
destruction

Jamaican and other students who have been traumatized 
and whose education have been disrupted

Prayer Points 
considering the 
war in Ukraine 
Let us pray for:

Joel Thomas and Programme Coordinator for Education, 
Training and Youth at the JBU Centre Danielle Redwood.

(L-R) JBU accountants Richelle Smith and Arline Gray interact 
with Joel Thomas during his visit at the JBU Centre.
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Robertha “Mother Birdie” 
Falconer raised goats, 
pigs, donkey, and 
chickens (common fowls) 
for a significant portion of 

her 108 years on earth. But every year 
for the 40 days of Lent, she omitted 
meat from her diet. Falconer died 
on January 5, 2022, five days after 
celebrating her birthday. 
It was customary that she fast from 
Ash Wednesday to Holy Thursday, 
and often encouraged her family to 
do so. “Growing up with her, when 
Easter comes, she gets up early in 
the morning and made tea and by 
10 o’clock or so, she outed her coal. 
Most days she didn’t cook after. For 
the whole day we would eat bun and 
cheese until the next day she cooks fish 
and rice,” recounted her now 62-year-
old granddaughter, Vivia Atkins. 
Falconer was a member of the 
Beulah Baptist Church in Darlow 

District, Mocho, Clarendon. Prior to 
COVID-19, she still attended church. 
Her agility impressed many, including 
her cardiologist. He predicted she 
would live to 100 years after reviewing 
her health report when she was 90 
years old.
The centenarian’s good health could 
be attributed to the hours she spent 
tending to her large farm and walking 
to different districts in Mocho to warn 
persons as she felt led. The walks 
mostly happened in the wee hours of 
the morning. Persons took heed, as 
her proclamations generally came to 
past. 
Rev. Arnold Parkinson, pastor of 
the Beulah Baptist Circuit, was told 
about Falconer when he became the 
moderator of the circuit in October 
2020. By then, she was unable to 
attend church due to government 
restrictions to protect senior citizens 
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from exposure to COVID-19. 
Rev. Parkinson and members of 
the church maintained contact 
via telephone conversations with 
Falconer. 
Rev. Parkinson and other members 
visited Falconer on January 1, 2022, 
on her birthday, to bring gifts and 
celebrate the Holy Communion. 
“When we visited, she was in 
good spirits. We visited her five 
days before she passed. She sat up 
with us, she talked, she was very 
happy, she kissed us and kissed our 
hands,” he recounted.  
Rev. Parkinson and his team 
visited another member of the 
church that day who is 100 years 
old. She recited several chapters 
in the Bible.“We have quite a few 
long livers up in that area,” said 
Rev. Parkinson, in reference to 
Ashley, the district where Falconer 

resided. Rev. Parkinson became 
the pastor of the Beulah Circuit on 
March 1, 2022. 
He said a few of the 50-plus 
members at the Beulah church are 
more than 90 years old. Falconer 
had at one point left Beulah Baptist 
to worship at a church started by 
her uncle, but after some time, 
she returned. As a child, she 
attended a Baptist church with her 
grandparents. 
The matriarch was laid to rest on 
February 22. Four Baptist pastors 
participated in the service. Rev. 
Cyril Clarke, who delivered the 
sermon, was pastor of the circuit 
for 43 years before retiring in 
2008; Rev. Authman Morgan, 
the previous pastor of the circuit; 
Rev. Edgar Henry, a long-time 
moderator for the circuit who 
led the worship service; and Rev. 

Parkinson who interred her body. 
Atkins said her grandmother was 
very involved at church. “Every 
Sunday she attended church very 
early before anyone would come. 
She would wipe off the chairs 
until the deacons come and every 
church trip, she would go.”
While Falconer consumed 
bun and cheese on Easter Day, 
her diet throughout the year 
comprised nutritious meals. Her 
granddaughter said she mostly ate 
pumpkin, cho-cho, green banana, 
and rice and gungo or red peas 
that she grew. “She cooked a lot of 
food, but she would give it to her 
niece and nephews each night,” 
said Atkins.
Falconer had a son, Atkins’ father, 
who migrated to England. Atkins 
was raised by her grandmother 
from she was six months old. 

COnT’d fROM PAgE 8

Vivia Atkins, her grandmother Mother Birdie 
and a young relative

Pastor of the Beulah Baptist Circuit, 
Rev. Arnold Parkinson and Mother Birdie 

on her last birthday.
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I grew up in church. I was taught 
about God and God’s love for me. 
However, I was about 17 years old 
when I started to understand how 

much God loved me. My youth group 
was fasting and the passage of scripture 
the evangelical coordinator gave us spoke 
about Jesus’ sacrifice to die on the cross 
to save us from our sins.  At that time 
(and to some extent even now) I did 
not have a clear understanding of the 
spiritual discipline of fasting. I was trying 
to be obedient and honor my obligations 
as a member of the group. Nevertheless, 
as I was reading side notes in my Bible, it 
dawned on me. God allowed God’s ONLY 
Son to die for me! (I had always known 
this, but it just became more apparent). 
I was listening to Kevin Downswell’s 
“Close to you.” For the first time I cried 
because God loved me. 
I am confident God’s hand has been on 
my life, but the turning point to deepen 
my commitment to God came because 
of events and experiences surrounding 
my daughter’s birth. While pregnant 
God showed her to me as a small child 
walking. Three days after she was born, 
we took her back to the hospital because 
she had an extremely high temperature. 
She was hospitalized for a month before 

she was discharged. It was a challenging 
time. While I struggled to pray and praise, 
I held on to the “hope” God gave to me. 
After taking her home, one night I heard, 
“You’re not giving me the glory.” I had no 
idea what that meant but I decided to get 
in shape spiritually because God must 
get the glory. My coworker invited me to 
Mineral Heights Baptist Church about 
a year before I ended up there. While 
worshipping with that family God spoke 
directly to me three times. I believe God 
calls and speaks to all of us. We just need 
to listen and acknowledge God. Getting 
baptized was in obedience to God. I 
hope this will set the precedence for 
countless acts of obedience. As a newly 
baptized Christian I believe there will be 
challenges, but I take comfort that God 
is in control. Even now with what seems 
like insurmountable challenges, I know 
God is present. I am trusting and praying 
God’s will be done. 
God rewards us when we diligently 
seek. If we draw near to God, God will 
draw near to us. I encourage anyone, 
regardless of situation or doubts, to make 
the commitment and take steps toward 
Christ. It is a process and a journey. God 
made it clear that the Spirit of truth will 
guide us. 

Mentor, brother, pastor, father 
in the faith, colleague, and 
friend the Rev. Dr. Roy Henry 
went home to be with the 

Lord on March 17, 2022.

The Rev. Dr. Henry was ordained in 1975 
and served the Jamaica Baptist Union (JBU) 
as a minister for 42 years. He pastored the 
Thompson Town Circuit and then the East 
Queen Street Circuit of Baptist Churches 
until his retirement. He also served the JBU 
in various capacities, including President, 
Vice President, Superintendent Minister, 
and Chairman of the Ministerial Care 
Committee.

This deeply committed servant of God, did 
not confine himself to the JBU but served 
the ecumenical community as President 
of the Jamaica Council of Churches and 
member of the Continuation Committee of 
the Caribbean Conference of Churches.
He also served his country through 
several government and non-government 
organizations, including the National 
Council on Education and the Jamaica 
Medical Foundation. He chaired the 
National Committee for Justice, Unity, 
Peace, and Healing, through which the 
annual National Prayer Vigil is organized, 
the Judicial Service Commission and was 
also a Justice of the Peace. His service also 

extended to membership on the Boards of 
Vauxhall and Calabar High Schools, Board 
Chairman of Calabar Infant, Primary and 
Junior High School and of the Radio Station, 
LOVE 101 FM.  He was also involved 
in the outreach ministry of the Jamaica 
Constabulary Force, Chaplaincy of the 
Joint Trade Union Congress and National 
Chaplaincy of the Boys’ Brigade of Jamaica.

 In recognition of his service, he received 
the Order of Distinction in the Rank 
of Commander (CD) for exceptional 
contribution to Religion and Community 
Development on August 6, 2020.

Rev. Dr. Roy Henry

Rev. Edgar Henry, a gifted 
and committed pastor, 
who served the people of 
God with a heart of love 

and with patience, diligence and 
faithfulness, completed his earthly 
course on April 8, 2022.

After serving in the Point Hill and 
Freetown circuits of Baptist churches, 
he marshalled his counselling skills to 
serve on the chaplaincy team of the 
Jamaica Constabulary Force. During 
his years of service in this capacity, 
he readily made his gifts available to 
the Jamaica Baptist Union through 
his service as Moderator for several 
churches/circuits, including Water 
Lane, Mineral Heights, James Hill, 
Ebenezer (Four Paths), Frankfield 
and John Austin circuits. “He also 

served as a missioner pastor to 
Grenada from 1986-1988”.
Henry’s wife, Sylvia, is a JBU Vice 
President and moderator of the 
Thompson Town Circuit. Please
remember her and their daughter 
Khadeen and family in your prayers.

Rev. Edgar Henry
More on the late Revds Dr. Roy Henry and Rev. Edgar Henry will be published 

in a Memorial Edition of the Baptist Reporter

By: Akeliah Blake-Smith

Akeliah Blake-Smith is baptised by Rev. dewayne Williams of the 
Mineral Heights Baptist Church and Deacon Jeoffery Edwards.
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(Gary Habermas, The Historical 
Jesus: Ancient Evidence For the Life 
of Christ, College Press, 1996)
1.  Jesus died by crucifixion (Mt. 
27.50; Mk.15.37, 44-45; Lk. 23.46; 
Jn.19.30, 33-34) Josephus (Antiquities 
18.3)[1] “Pilate condemned him to be 
crucified and to die...” Tacitus (Annals 
15.44)[2]”...Christus....suffered the 
extreme penalty during the reign 
of Tiberius at the hands of...Pontius 
Pilate...” Talmud (Sanhedrin 43a)[3]” 
On the eve of the Passover Yeshu was 
hanged...” [=put up on a cross, cf. Lk. 
23.39; Gal. 3.13]
2.  Jesus was buried (Mt. 27.59-60; 
Mk. 15.43,46; Lk. 23.52-53; Jn. 19.40-
42)
3.  Jesus’ death caused his disciples to 
despair and lose hope, believing that 
his life was ended (Mt. 28.17; Mk. 
16.11;Lk. 24.11, 21)
4.  The tomb was discovered to be 
empty just a few days later (Mt. 
28.6-7; Mk. 16.5-6; Lk. 24.3,12; Jn. 
20.6-Nazareth Decree[4], believed 

to be issued by Claudius. “It is my 
pleasure that graves and tombs 
remain perpetually undisturbed...If, 
however, anyone charges that another 
has either demolished them, or has in 
any other way extracted the buried...
or has displaced the sealing on other 
stones...In case of violation I desire 
that the offender be sentenced to 
capital punishment...”
5.   The disciples had experiences they 
believed were literal appearances of 
the risen Jesus (Mt. 28.9-10, 16-18; 
Mk. 16.9, 13-14; Lk. 24.30-31; Jn. 
20.[14, 16], 19-20, 25, 27, 21.1, 14; 
Acts 1.3, 9-10; 1 Cor. 9.1, 15. 3-8/Acts 
9.1-9, 22.5-11, 26.12-18)
6.   Because of these appearances 
the once doubting disciples became 
bold proclaimers of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection (Acts 1.22; 2.22-24, 32; 
3.15; 4.2, 10, 13; 17.18, 31, etc.)
7.     This resurrection message was 
the center of preaching in the early 
church (Acts 1.22; 2.22-24, 32; 3.15; 
4.2, 10, 13; 17.18, 31, etc.)

8.      This resurrection message was 
especially proclaimed in Jerusalem, 
where Jesus died and was buried 
shortly before (Acts 1-8) Tacitus 
(Annals 15.44) “...a most mischievous 
superstition, thus checked for the 
moment, again broke out not only 
in Judaea...but even in Rome...” 
Suetonius (Nero, 16) “After the great 
fire at Rome...Punishments were also 
inflicted on the Christians, a sect 
professing a new and mischievous 
religious belief.”
9.         As a result of the resurrection 
message the church was born and 
grew in Jerusalem (Acts 2.5, 41, 47; 
8.1, etc.)
10.      Sunday became the primary 
day of worship for the growing church 
(Sunday being “resurrection day” and 
the day on which Jesus made some 
post-mortem appearances, and as 
well the day on which the Church 
was born, Jn. 20. 26; Lev. 23.15-16/
Acts 2.1ff; 20.6-7; 1 Cor. 16.1-2) 
Pliny the Younger (Letters 10.96)[5] 

“[the Christians] were in the habit of 
meeting on a certain fixed day before 
it was light, when they sang...a hymn 
to Christ, as to a god...”
11. James (Jesus’ brother), who 
had been a sceptic, was converted to 
the faith when he also believed he saw 
the resurrected Jesus (Mk. 3.31-35; Jn. 
7.5; 1 Cor. 15.7)
12. A few years later, the Christian-
persecuting Paul was converted by an 
experience which he believed to be an 
appearance of the resurrected Jesus 
(Acts 9.3-6; 22.6-10; 26.12-18; 1 Cor. 
15.8)
Any theory which seeks to counter or 
compete with the resurrection must 
deal with and fit these twelve facts.
“Retired JBU Pastor, Apologist, 
Author of 4 books, Married for 46 
years to Flora, father of 2 adult 
children Antoinette and Samuel, 
Grandfather of 2 boys via Samuel.”

Window on 
the Word Rev. Clinton Chisholm
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General Assembly 2022Rev. Karen Kirlew

The Assembly Ensembe

Rev. Judith Johnson-Grant

Members of the congregation during Worship.

Pastor of Boulevard Baptist Rev. Dr Devon Dick (centre) and retired ministers 
Rev. Eswin Haye and Rev. Dr. Robert Daley. 

JBU vice-president Sylvia Henry

Rev. Dr Robert Daley and his wife Claudette 
accepts his citation from Rev. Norva Rodney. 

Pastor of Cornwall Court Circuit Rev. Wayne Smith 
and pastor of Rock River Circuit Rev. Michael Barnett 

reasoning.  

Reception of new ministers  Congregants Congregants 
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General Assembly 2022
Rev. Norva Rodney  

Dr Michele Meredith and 
Rev Norva Rodney  

General treasurer Phillip Rattray and former 
general secretary Rev. Karl Johnson Delegates

Rev. Eswin Hay receives citation from 
Rev. Norva Rodney 

Rev. Tanesha Ashbourne 

JBU vice-president Sylvia Henry, 
Judith Johnson-Grant and Rev Wayne Smith 

JBU Ministers

Rev. Dr Glenroy Lalor Members of the JBU executive team 

Rev. Johnathan Hemmings   

JBU officers for 2020-2022 
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LIST OF MEMBERS
President    Rev. dr. glenroy Lalor
Vice President    Rev. dwight fraser
Vice President    Mrs. Sylvia Henry
general Secretary (Acting)   Rev. Merlyn Hyde Riley
general Treasurer    Mr. Ewan Millen
Secretary, JBUMA   Rev. Robert Campbell
Immediate Past President    Rev. norva Rodney

Associate general Secretary
Clerk      Rev. dayne grant

Warden, United Theological College
 of The West Indies    Rev. Karen Kirlew

DEPARTMENTAL REPRESENTATIVES
Christian Education    Rev. dewayne Williams
Youth      Mrs. Shaneil Service-Alleyne
Jamaica Baptist Women’s federation  Mrs. Hillary Morgan
Jamaica Baptist Union Brotherhood   Mr. dwight Stewart
Portland     Mrs. Angela Miller
St. Mary     Rev. Travis drummond
Trelawny     Mr. Radcliffe Gordon
(Executive Representative –   Rev. frantz Camille)
St. James     Ms. Angela Mullings
Westmoreland     Rev. Junior Ross
Hanover      Rev. Tanesha Ashbourne
St. Elizabeth/Manchester    Rev. dr. Jacob Powell
Clarendon     Mrs. Pearlyn Clark
St. Catherine     Miss Adrith Hinds
Kingston & St. Andrew    Rev. Peter Harding
St. Thomas     Rev. derrick Saddler
St. Ann      Rev. Andrew gordon

President Rev. dr. glenroy Lalor

general Treasurer Mr. Ewan Millen Secretary, JBUMA 
Rev. Robert Campbell

  Immediate Past President 
Rev. norva Rodney   

Vice President Rev. dwight fraser   Vice President Mrs. Sylvia Henry general Secretary (Acting) 
Rev. Merlyn Hyde Riley

ELECTED MEMBERS
Rev. Luke Shaw
Rev. Karl Henlin
Rev. Karl Johnson
Rev. dr. Stephen Jennings
Mrs. Marlene davidson
Rev. neville Callam
Rev. dr. Burchel Taylor
Rev. dr. devon dick
Miss Joneil Powell
Mr. Albert daley

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2022-2024
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Instead of looking for wonders, 
miracles, and other indications 
as signs of the time, Rev. Stephen 
Jennings wants us focus on 

putting our lives in order so as not to 
be caught off guard when “the times” 
come. 
This challenge was given during 
the David Jelleyman Lecture on 
Thursday, February 24, at the 172nd 
General Assembly. Titled “Reading 
the Signs of the Times,” it was based 
on passages of scripture in three of the 
four Gospels, particularly Matthew 
Chapter 16: 1-4.
The David Jelleyman Lecture, held 
every two years, was first delivered 
thirty years ago by the Jamaica Baptist 
Union (JBU). The lecture is named 
in honour of Rev. David Jelleyman, 
a British Baptist missionary who 
served the JBU as Baptist Theological 
Tutor from 1948 to 1984. Jelleyman 
taught both Jennings and his father, 
the late Rev. Clyde Jennings, who 
died last year. Jelleyman and his wife, 
Christine, were founding members 
of the Mona Baptist Church, one of 
the congregations Jennings serves as 
pastor. 
Jennings focused the lecture on 
“reading the Signs of these Times” in 
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

Jamaica. He first described the times, 
i.e., to figure out what is happening; 
secondly, to discern the times, i.e., 
to figure out why what is happening 
is happening; and thirdly, to do 
something about the times, i.e., to act 
on what we know about the times or 
more precisely, to act in light of the 
times. 
Jennings described “the times” in 
Jamaica as:

1. Concrete Development 
and Cultural Confidence
Jamaica is a place of concrete 
development and cultural confidence. 
Across Jamaica, there is evidence 
of building and construction. From 
apartments and housing solutions 
to highways and roads, to businesses 
and Information and computer 
technologies such as tablets, cell 
phones and the Internet, there is 
evidence of change and growth. 

2. Crime and Corruption 
While crime is inevitable because 
of human flaws and their sinful 
tendencies, crime – especially 
homicides and white-collar crime – is 
on the increase.  Corruption is endemic 
in the system, whether dealing with 
governmental apparatuses or private 

sector entities; or even in religious 
bodies such as the church. 

3. Capital-Driven Society 
Jamaica, like other countries, is a 
Capital-Driven Society. The major 
engine of growth is money and the 
making of more money. Not only at 
the expense of other people’s labour, 
but of the land, waterways, seas, and 
the atmosphere. People are driven to 
get more money for themselves and 
for their family.

4. Community and 
Character Fragmentation
Communities are breaking down 
physically and socially because of 
the injection, or the desire for the 
injection of capital. For example, 
villages that were at the heart of 
Jamaica are penetrated by mining to 
produce income for investors. This has 
caused hitherto gathered community 
members to scatter across the country 
and the world, with little to no social 
cohesion. 

 5. Climate Crisis
Capital-driven societies contribute 
to the climate crisis facing the world 
and Jamaica in particular. This 
includes the removal of trees and 

topsoil for agriculture, building and 
mining, and the blockage of drains, 
runoffs, and waterways in the name 
of construction. Natural occurrences 
such as rainfall become hazards 
resulting in flooding, loss of life and 
property. 

6. COVID-19
COVID revealed how fragmented 
Jamaica is, including the differences 
between persons living in the 
same country. Because of gaps and 
differences in income, some accessed 
income whether they continued 
working or not, while others had to 
hustle, even breaking the COVID-19 
restrictions to survive.

7. Church Ineffectiveness
The church is responding. However, 
it is not dealing with some of the 
fundamental things in the Jamaican 
society. 

According to Jennings, reasons for 
the signs are.
1. International Colonial Legacies
2. Interconnected Imperialism
3. Inequality and Inequity
4. Injustice and Iniquity
5. Indifference and Idolatry 
6. Identity Crisis

7. Imminent Judgement 

Churches can address issues the 
society faces by: 
1. Recognising the situation and 
repenting from self-centredness and 
sinfulness
2. Receiving the forgiveness, 
deliverance, salvation, grace, healing 
and hope from God

3. Restoring relationships and 
rebuilding community
4. Reactivating neighbourliness and 
releasing reparative justice, mercy and 
humility
5. Revisiting and rehabilitating the 
free village strategy
6. Reclaiming the prophetic, priestly 
and pastoral ministry of the church
Remembering the God-given calling 
7. of the Jamaican people
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Mission now: Nurturing our witness

Reverend Karl Johnson was 
lauded for the stewardship of 
his gifts and his committed 

and dynamic leadership as general 
secretary of the Jamaica Baptist Union 
during an appreciation service held in 
his honour on February 25.  
Rev. Johnson was the general secretary 
for the JBU from March 1, 2001, to 
September 30, 2021. He left office to 
serve as pastor of the historic Phillippo 
Baptist Church in Spanish Town, St 
Catherine. General Secretary of the 
Baptist World Alliance Reverend Dr. 
Elijah Brown described Rev. Johnson 
as a transformative leader and thanked 
him for his insight and friendship. Rev. 
Johnson is the 1st vice-president of the 
BWA. 
“Humour is a gift of God and Karl, you 
have used that gift well. I am always so 
glad when you are a part of a meeting, 
you just make it better,” Rev. Dr. Brown 
said.
General Secretary for the Jamaica 
Council of Churches, Reverend 

Newton Dixon, said Rev. Johnson 
was a mentor who guided him to 
navigate unchartered territories. “I 
found in him an ecumenical partner 
who was theologically sound and 
whose social ethics were informed by 
biblical imperatives, which include 
righteousness, justice and fairness. 
In short, I can simply say, Karl is a 
Christian man.” 
Rev. Johnson’s contribution to the 
national and international ecumenical 
community was highlighted in a 
citation read by Barbara Tomlinson 
from the Gregory Park Baptist Church. 
The citation referred to him being a 
reliable and prophetic voice in the 
national and international community.  
Rev. Johnson said his life is centred on 
serving God. 
He thanked those who had an impact 
on his life, including wife Yvette. 
He noted she is not only his greatest 
cheerleader and supporter, but his 
greatest critic. 

Cari-Med  chairman Dr Glen Christian with 
Rev. Karl Johnson and his wife Yvette

Rev. Norva Rodney and Rev. Karl Johnson

General Secretary of the Jamaica Council of 
Churches Rev. Newton Dixon

A section of the congregation
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The Jamaica Baptist Women’s 
Federation (JBWF) 100th 
anniversary year-long 
celebration was launched 

during a service at the Mamby Park 
Baptist Church on February 22.
The event was attended by women 
from across the island, representatives 
from the Jamaica Baptist Union 
(JBU) executive and other specially 
invited guests. The theme for the 
year-long celebration is “Celebrating 
100 glorious years: Remembering, 
Rejoicing, Renewing.” Dr. Tamika 
Peart, director of the National Shelter 

Programme for Jamaica, represented 
Minister of Culture, Gender, 
Entertainment and Sport Olivia 
‘Babsy’ Grange. She referred to the 
suitability of the theme. “This adds to 
a national conversation that is a timely 
one regarding Jamaica at 60,” she said.  
Dr. Peart commended the Baptist 
community for its contribution 
to nation building, including its 
important role in the redistribution 
of wealth in the Jamaican society. She 
referenced the contribution of George 
Leile and that several Jamaica National 
Heroes identified as Baptists. 

“The work of the Women’s Federation 
is most appreciated. We look forward 
to working with your different women 
fellowships across Jamaica to help us 
bring everyone on board for violence 
awareness and prevention, as well 
as the ultimate goal of establishing 
equality,” she said. Acting general 
secretary of the JBU, Rev. Merlyn 
Hyde Riley, noted that the JBWF has a 
rich legacy of meeting the needs of the 
most vulnerable in our communities, 
engendering spiritual growth and 
empowering women to fulfil God’s 
purpose in their lives.

“As a group, you tend not to make a 
lot of noise. You are not empty barrels. 
Instead, you go about doing your work, 
doing the work of the Lord quietly, yet 
effectively. As a Union, we know that 
to get something done, ask the sisters 
of the Federation and it is done.”
General Secretary Emeritus of the 
Baptist World Alliance Rev. Neville 
Callam traced the history of the 
JBWF. In his lecture, he explained 
that the Federation was the first 
women’s organisation of its kind in the 
Caribbean and is among the first four 
Baptist groups in the world. 

Members of the congregationMinistry
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Yvonne Pitter unveils the 100th year logo along 
with Hillay Morgan and Rev. Norva Rodney

President of the Jamaica Baptist Women’s Federation 
Hilary Morgan (left), receives a copy of the National 

Strategic Action Plan for the Elimination of 
Gender-based Violence in Jamaica from 

Dr Tamika Peart from the Ministry of Gender, 
Culture, Entertainment and Sport.

Phillippo Baptist Choir

Members of the congregation

JBWF treasurer Patience Sonron

Sylvia Henry 
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Significant effort was 
made to upgrade the 
churches and increase 
outreach efforts within the 

Smithville circuit in Clarendon. 
Moderator for the circuit, Donville 
Jones, is disappointed that 
initiatives to attract new members, 
especially men, have not yielded 
the desired results.
The Smithville circuit has three 
churches. Leicesterfield, Coffee 
Piece and Smithville, the latter 
the largest congregation. There 
are about 70 active members at 
Smithville, 25 at Coffee Piece and 
40 active members at Leicesterfield. 
About 10 to 15 per cent are men. 
“Some of the members are getting 
older. One by one they are dropping 
out and they can’t participate fully,” 
he said.
 Discussions with young men 
revealed that their spiritual life is 
secondary to the desire for wealth 
and relationships. 
“They feel they can’t resist the 
women and so sexual matters play 
a key role in them not coming in,” 
said Jones. 
Jones, moderator of the circuit 
since 2014, believes church leaders 
need to address the low male 
participation in church prayerfully 
and biblically. 
According to the Acting General 
Secretary Report to the 172nd JBU 
General Assembly in February, 
72 per cent of the approximately 
38,000 members of the Jamaica 
Baptist Union are women. 
Jones found there are several old 
wives’ tales that are a challenge 
to church growth in rural 

communities like his. Both women 
and men feel they need to have 
a child to prove they are not 
infertile. Most persons are related 
in the smaller districts and women 
sometimes migrate to other areas 
to find partners. 
“A lot of women prize having a child 
even more than having a husband. 
So, they will get a child and don’t 
matter about the husband,” the 
moderator noted.
Jones said the Leicesterfield 
church plan to resume basketball 
matches that were on hold due to 
COVID-19. This activity attracted 
young people and presented 
opportunities for evangelism. 
Upgrades are taking place at 
the Leicesterfield church. These 
include reroofing, fixing the bell 
tower and redesigning the kitchen 
to facilitate a feeding ministry. 
They added new bathrooms and 
extra drums to store water. The 
group has a team to assist with 
Vacation Bible School in late June. 
In Smithville, they reroofed an old 
school about three years ago and 
installed new windows. 
They are awaiting a response from 
a Christian Foundation to assist 
with setting up a medical facility at 
that location to offer telemedicine. 
Coffee Piece, for years referred to 
as the “match box church” because 
of a small sanctuary, was expanded 
with a new porch. Rendering 
the outside of the sanctuary is 
underway. 
There is evidence of church growth 
as two new members were baptised 
in November. 

Shortage of men 
in church concerns 
Smithville Circuit 
Moderator 

Baptism in the 
outside pool at 

Smithville Baptist

Valentines Day banquet 
at Leicesterfield Baptist

Believers recommitting 
their lives to Christ

Rough cast and rendering 
of the outside of one side 

of Coffee Piece Baptist
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The Jamaica Baptist Union Youth 
Department Chairman
Name: Shaneil Service-Alleyne 
Which church do you attend? - Jericho 
Baptist Church
Background: Share one experience that 
has strengthened your faith in God.
Many of my experiences culminated to 
daily reaffirm my faith in God. God has 
proven to be my Caretaker through school, 
work experiences and most recently, my 
wedding celebrations. This is a testimony 
to me of God’s goodness. A little over five 
years ago my pursuits were disassociated 
from ministry. That I now lead the Jamaica 
Baptist Union Youth Department speaks to 
God’s restorative power. The revelations of 
this consistently strengthen my resolve in 
God.

What is your vision for the Department 
you lead? 
The Youth Department should continue 
as a functional representative body for 
youth and young adults within the Jamaica 
Baptist Union, and establish and maintain 
undertakings that inspire and urge youth 
and young adults to be active at varying 
levels, and no longer be “passive observers 
in Ministry.”
What do you like most about being a 
Baptist? 
It’s hard to put into words what it is exactly. 
In my upbringing Baptists have warm 
personalities. I love being part of the 
fellowship. No matter which church within 
the Union I visit, I experience the same 
kindness and spiritual fervour. 

Jamaica Baptist Union Brotherhood 
President
Name: Dwight Stewart
Which church do you attend?
I was raised in the historic Phillippo Baptist 
Church in Spanish Town, which formed 
my religious identity and sacrality. I am a 
baptized member for 26 years. My pastor is 
the Rev. Karl B. Johnson.
Background: Share one experience that 
has strengthened your faith in God. 
I have myriad experiences that strengthened 
my faith. While an undergraduate student at 
the St. Michael’s Theological College, deeply 
convinced that the Lord had called me to do 
this programme of studies, I encountered 
many challenges. These included journeying 
from Spanish Town to Mona and paying 
tuition fees and other incidental expenses. I 
trusted and prayed to God, invoking Jeremiah 
33:3 as the basis of my cause. The Lord 
answered, which was not incongruous with 
my request. I received scholarship support 
and was drafted in a support programme. 
Not only for me, but also for my twin brother 
Dwayne and two other students from UTech 
and UWI. This and other existential realities 
have animated and strengthened my resolve 
to serve the Lord continually.
What is your vision for the Department 
you lead?
I envision a JBUB that is intergenerational, 
fully active, and futuristic in its missional 
outlook. Going into our 88th year by applying 
the 3 R’s, the JBUB should become a 
Recalibrated, Rebranded and Refocused 

organization that is externally attractive 
to not only the middle aged, but also the 
youth in our churches. Many churches 
have no branch or men’s programmes. Our 
membership is just over 1,200 men in 100 
active branches. I want to see our branches 
growing and moving our membership by 500 
with 28 new branches within the 2022-2024 
cycle.
There is a great need for a Christ-centred 
discipleship ministry to men who are lost or 
wandering in the spiritual wilderness of our 
culture. There is a need to have mentors to 
walk with these men in their own wilderness. 
I see the Brotherhood empowering growing 
Christian men to seek new frontiers. The 
need at present is to target specific ways to 
encourage men to move beyond the larger 
context to small group settings that allow 
for truthfulness, transparency, and genuine 
sharing. In addition, there is a great need to 
witness to men who are not Christians. 
What do you like most about being a 
Baptist? 
I am Baptist because of my family’s long 
tradition and my own deliberate choice. I like 
the importance placed on sacred Scripture, 
corporate worship, baptism and the 
priesthood of all believers. I find solace and 
peace in being Baptist. But most importantly, 
what I like about being Baptist is the role we 
played in history to combat enslavement 
and disenfranchisement, which led to 
emancipation, contributions to education, 
and the call for social justice.
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Jamaica Baptist Women’s Federation 
President
Name: Hillary Morgan (Mrs)
Church: Trinity Baptist Church (Porus Circuit 
of Baptist Churches)
Background: Share one experience that has 
strengthened your faith in God.
I am president of the JBWF. I have been a 
Christian for four decades and thankful that God 
has saved me and enabled me to be involved in 
service in the Kingdom.
I was raised in a Christian family, with parents 
who worshipped at the Fairfield Moravian 
Church in Manchester. I am the third of five 
siblings.
I am a trained graduate teacher of Spanish and 
French and work as vice principal at Manchester 
High School. I am trained in Discipleship and 
Ministry by the JBU and serve as deacon at 
the Trinity Baptist Church where my husband is 
pastor. I assist as a lay preacher and facilitate 
training and seminars whenever I am asked.
I am the mother of six adult children, the last two 
attending university. 
The Lord has done great things in my life 
and I am grateful. The most recent event that 
strengthened my faith in God took place in 
2021 when I was involved in a major motor 
vehicle accident. It resulted in the total loss of 
both vehicles. Both drivers, me included, were 
preserved. I cannot relate the sound of the 
collision but only remembered opening my eyes 
to persons peering into the vehicle at me.
God preserved the lives of both drivers for God’s 

purpose and I am forever grateful. I have been 
reenergized in my determination to serve God 
and to do all that God calls me to do. My life 
could have ended on that day, but God kept me. 
My life belongs to God and I am more poignantly 
aware that nothing befalls us except it be in 
God’s plan. My faith in God’s abiding presence 
and protection is now stronger, and I desire to 
serve God as long as God gives me breath.
What is your vision for the Department you 
lead?
As I lead the JBWF, my vision is to see Christian 
women accept that we are a ministry arm of the 
JBU and not a club for persons. I want Christian 
women in our churches to see the programmes 
of the JBWF as avenues of service to humanity 
and respond to God’s call for them to serve. 
Improved health and technological competence 
are also my vision for members. I desire that 
we look beyond our local needs and reach out 
to Baptist churches in Haiti and assist them to 
establish a ministry to women and children in 
their churches. If there is already such a ministry, 
I wish to offer assistance  to the leaders so they 
may meet their objectives and bring Glory to 
God.
What do you like most about being a Baptist?
What I enjoy most about being Baptist is the 
vibrant worship experience without feeling 
shackled. I enjoy the democratic operations of 
the Union and the priesthood of all believers. I 
also enjoy the orderly and timely way in which 
events are held. 

Christian Education Department Chair 
Name: Rev. Dewayne Williams 
Which church do you pastor? - Mineral Heights 
Baptist Church 
Background: Share one experience that has 
strengthened your faith in God. 
Growing up in a rural context, I valued efforts 
made by the church to nurture my faith in the 
Lord. I recall sharing in Junior Bible Club, Sunday 
School, and Youth Fellowship. In and through 
these and other ministries, my faith was nurtured, 
and commitment to God and church deepened.  
What is your vision for the Department you 
lead?
With a deep appreciation for church’s role in 
nurturing and facilitating my ongoing spiritual 
formation, I accepted the invitation to serve as 
Chair for the Christian Education Department of 
the JBU. Spiritual formation and discipleship are 
critical to the work of church. Jesus called and 
commissioned disciples to go and make disciples. 
Our task is to demonstrate faithfulness to this 
mandate. One sad reality is that many persons 
limit Christian Education to Sunday school. 
However, Christian Education includes Christian 
formation and discipleship through strategies to 
teach, educate, equip and empower persons in the 
ways of Christ by the enabling of the Holy Spirit.  
The department covers a wide cross-section of 
ministries: Sunday School, Children’s Ministry, 

Ministry to Persons with Disabilities (including 
a deaf ministry), Environmental Stewardship, 
Music Ministry, Vacation Bible School, Spiritual 
Empowerment Conference, and the Christian 
Education Institute. These committees work 
closely with the auxiliaries and the local church 
in Christian formation and discipleship.   
As we embark on a new cycle 2022-2024, there 

is need to focus on the following: 
• Strengthening and enhancing the 

denomination’s teaching/training through 
capacity building;

• Developing programmes to assist local 
churches to strengthen their teaching and 
discipleship ministries; and

• Identifying and addressing teaching needs 
across the denomination to aid formation.

 Greater focus will be on training and equipping 
the local churches in Christian formation and 
discipleship amongst members. 

What do you like most about being a Baptist?
That we all have a voice and our input matters. 
This principle is part of our self-understanding 
as a church. We come to the table as equals, 
yet mutually dependent on each other. We come 
together discerning God’s will, and as partners 
in the mission. This self-understanding validates 
the spiritual competence of each believer and 
removes structures of hierarchy within the body 
of Christ.
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Rev. Angela Morgan-Allen  Rev. Doreen Wynter

Rev. Angela Morgan-Allen 
was certain of her call 
to become a pastor but 
was unable to train when 

she first expressed an interest in 
the late 1980s. The Jamaica Baptist 
Union (JBU) was still contemplating 
accepting women into the ordained 
ministry. In February 1989, the 
decision was made to train and ordain 
women pastors in the JBU.  The first 
woman to successfully apply was Rev. 
Doreen Wynter in the 1989-1990 
academic year.
Rev. Wynter was embraced by the 
male Baptist students. She formed 
bonds with other female students at 
the United Theological College of the 
West Indies. Other Christian traditions 
already trained and ordained women 

and had female students on campus. 
Her gender was not an issue until 
she completed training and was to be 
placed.  “Persons are quick to accept 
men more than women,” she found. 
“Churches are quicker to call a male as 
their pastor than to call a female.”
Rev. Wynter delayed the ordination 
process. She eventually answered the 
call to be the pastor at the Jones Town 
Circuit. Not everyone accepted her.  
“It is okay to have a woman come and 
preach, but to have a woman as your 
pastor, that is a different thing. A lot 
of the churches just didn’t want female 
pastors. They weren’t ready for that, 
and Jones Town was not an exception.” 
The church and the community 
gradually embraced Rev. Wynter who 
still pastors the Circuit.  Rev. Morgan-
Allen applied and began training at 

UTCWI in 1991. She was a secondary 
school teacher who wanted to obey 
God’s call to become an ordained 
minister. Like Rev. Wynter, she felt 
welcomed by other Baptist students. 
The discrimination she experienced 
was in the field. Women, especially, 
were cynical. 
“I never felt intimidated. I told myself 
– and I was mature enough to know – 
that with every new initiative, people 
would have negative responses. I was 
prepared mentally to deal with any 
adverse situation out there,” she said.
Rev. Morgan-Allen was ordained 
in 1996 and accepted the call to the 
Freetown Circuit where she still 
serves. Several persons confessed to 
her afterward that they didn’t want 
her to be placed there, solely because 
she is a woman. The JBU trained 
21 women for ministry and 18 are 

currently serving. There is greater 
acceptance of women pastors today, 
but Rev. Morgan-Allen says there 
are challenges. For example, women 
pastors must consider the care of their 
children and household, in addition to 
their pastoral responsibilities. “If you 
are not careful, it’s likely you can go to 
church tired and you can’t complain, 
because they are going to say, then is 
not you want to become pastor.”
Rev. Morgan-Allen does not regret 
responding to the call. She has a 
supportive husband who assists her in 
ministry. 
For single female pastors, security 
is a concern, which churches 
should consider more. This includes 
concerns such as the location of the 
church manse. This year is the 25th 
anniversary of the ordination and 
accreditation of women in the JBU.



 24
THE JAMAICA BAPTIST REPORTER   APRIL 2022

@jbaptistunion
@jamaicabaptistunion
@TheJBU

Website: www.jbu.church


