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Feeding the hungry, meeting 
the needs of the vulnerable 
and providing hope, solace 
and pastoral care during 

difficult times has been a core 
function of churches, but these roles 
were amplified as the COVID-19 
pandemic caused social upheavals in 
Jamaica and worldwide. 
Churches within the Jamaica Baptist 
Union (JBU) were undaunted as they 
responded to the cries for help. From 
the garrisons in Kingston to lesser 
known districts in deep rural Jamaica, 
they mobilized their members, 
pooled their resources and developed 
strategies to ensure that they reached 
persons made particularly exposed 
and vulnerable by the pandemic.
Dawn Walker, a deacon at the Hanover 
Street Baptist Church in Kingston 
said that when schools were shuttered 
last year March due to the pandemic, 
there were concerns about the likely 
impact this could have on meeting 
the nutritional needs of children. 
This concern gave birth to a feeding 
programme which commenced on 
April 1 with the serving of cornmeal 
porridges to children in the inner-city 
community.
The conceptualisers of the project 
funded its sustenance the first week, 
but with the support of donors from 
the church and other philanthropists, 
they were feeding as many as 50 
children by the second week. 
“Persons just came! When we started, 
we had no idea how it was going to 
be funded; we just knew we were not 
going into the church’s coffers for it. 

God has been good!” she said.
The frequency of the distributions 
increased to three days per week 
and so too did the offerings on the 
menu. In Easter, bun and cheese 
and a food packages consisting of 
flour, rice, tinned mackerel and other 
items were given to the adults to 
soften the financial blow they were 
experiencing as the pandemic created 
job losses.  
Members of the Jones Town Baptist 
Church also started a feeding 
programme that guaranteed nutritious 
meals for children in South St Andrew. 
This was done through a partnership 
with a cook shop operator in the area 
and resulted in more than 25 children 
being fed at least two times per week.

“During this time, we were at home, 
and things were pretty slow and our 
parents could not afford it, so this 
lunch programme has benefited us,” 
said Rojanie Bedasse, one of the 
beneficiaries. In western Jamaica, 
several projects were launched which 
primarily benefitted the elderly. The 
Burchell Bazaar organized by the 
Burchell Memorial Baptist Church in 
St James was a welcomed initiative, 
as it made it much easier for members 
to access ground provisions, fruits 
and vegetables, meats and poultry.
At the Calvary Baptist Church in 
St James, then Pastor Rev. Everton 
Jackson organized a rapid response 
team to assist elderly members 
with getting their medications from 

pharmacies, keeping their doctor’s 
appointments and purchasing 
groceries.  The class leaders and 
deacons were kept active, as they 
did home visits and distributed care 
packages to church members and 
vulnerable residents.
Norma Foster, a member of the 
church assisted the elderly to apply 
for grants under the government’s  
COVID Allocation of Resources for 
Employees (CARE) programme.  
The recipients of this assistant were 
so happy, that they often called her 
back to provide updates.
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My brothers and sisters, 
Christian greetings.
In recent times, Christian 
existence has entered 

upon a state of profound crisis. Much of 
what has been wrong about the way in 
which life and relationships have been 
ordered in this age, has been exacerbated 
by the ‘not so transparent’ management 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Many of 
us prayed in earnest for divine wisdom, 
regarding the production of a needful 
vaccine. It is ironic then, that amidst 
this third wave of the pandemic, issues 
surrounding the very vaccine itself, - its 
development, distribution, prioritization 
and administration - are appearing to 
be as consequential as the coronavirus 
itself.  It is a fact that for over a century, 
vaccines have been among the most 
significant medical advances in human 
history, credited with saving multiple 
millions of lives. Yet, in these pandemic 
times, a number of factors - political, 
religious, racial, economic, educational, 
and systemic, have given rise to a 
growing culture of uncertainty about 
COVID-19 vaccines.
This culture of mistrust is at the heart 
of the pain and suffering experienced 
in many spheres of human relationship 
and interaction today. Gender-based 
violence, job dissatisfaction, leadership 
crises in church and state, racial 
oppression and the failure to honour 

calls for reparation, can all be traced 
back to issues of mistrust in human 
relations. Both here in Jamaica and 
among our Caribbean neighbours, 
immense suffering abounds, due to the 
protracted inequities which plaque our 
economies.  
Can the church overcome this current 
double jeopardy of infodemic amidst 
the pandemic? Yes, we can! However, 
much needs to be done to build public 
trust at both personal and institutional 
levels. There is no “one-size-fits-all” 
answer to the question of “to vax or 
not to vax?” As such, we can share in 
building a culture of trust, if we start 
at the grassroots level, listening to 
people�s concerns and understanding 
the origins of their hesitation.
Additionally, admitting and confessing 
our shared sense of vulnerability, can go 
a far way in helping us to be humble with 
our assertions regarding the efficacy of 
the COVID-19 vaccine and the need 
for citizens, to subject themselves to 
inoculation. We need to find better ways 
at countering the spread of inaccurate 
information and conspiracy theories, 
while instilling trust and confidence in 
the safety of the vaccines. We can help 
by encouraging our congregations to 
make much of the vaccination drive. It 
is the loving and responsible thing to do. 
In the same breath, we should encourage 
those who cannot take the vaccine, due 

to health or other personal reasons, to 
be equally responsible and loving with 
their words and actions. There can be no 
good reason for us to make demons and 
enemies of each other, as a result of a 
potential good. May the Lord himself, 
grant unto us wisdom for the living of 
these days!
Friends, let us now attend to some “in-
house” matters. After twenty years 
of dedicated service to the calling of 
General Secretary, Rev. Karl Johnson, 
has resigned the position, effective 
September 30, 2021. As a Union 
of Churches, we place on record 
our gratitude to Bro. Karl for his 
commendable service and assure him 
of our prayers as he returns to engage 
ministry within the local pastorate. We 
also crave your prayerful support for 
Rev. Merlyn Hyde-Riley who has been 
appointed to serve the Union as Interim 
General Secretary, effective October 1, 
instant. In closing these expressions, 
we implore, invite and encourage you 
to familiarize yourselves with and pray 
for the work being done by the JBU 
Renewal Project Team. Effecting the 
task at a critical juncture in the life of 
our Union, this exercise is meant to give 
clarity to our self-understanding as a 
denomination and demystify aspects 
of our relationships and operations. We 
are thankful to God for that which has 
been accomplished so far by the Team, 

under the informed leadership of Rev. 
Dr. Neville Callam, General Secretary 
Emeritus of the Baptist World Alliance 
and we look forward to interacting with 
subsequent progress reports. 
Sisters and brothers, as the Apostle Paul 
concludes his treatise to the Romans, 
he writes, “For the kingdom of God 
is not a matter of eating and drinking, 
but of righteousness, peace and joy in 
the Holy Spirit.” [Romans 14:17] This 
means that our trust in the kingdom 
life, commits us to a solidarity which 
involves, living in love with and caring 
responsibly for one another. This 
requires our stubborn rejection of false 
claims, assumptions and expectations 
which tend toward spineless conformity 
with the patterns of this age. God is 
inviting us to recommit to that which 
is right and just for the common good 
and for human flourishing. To such end, 
let us continue Keeping Faith with the 
Word in an Ever-changing World. And 
as we prepare to roll out the new sub-
theme, Embracing the Mystery, let us 
answer God’s call and go into the new 
church year, engaging God�s mission 
in love and modelling Christlikeness in 
healthy, trusting relationships.
 
Norva O. Rodney (Rev.)
President, Jamaica Baptist Union
August 26, 2021
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  President’s Message

My sisters and brothers in Christ, I 
greet you well.

The thematic call, Keeping Faith with the 
Word in an ever-changing World comes to 
us as a gracious and timely reminder of the 
constancy of God’s faithfulness toward us, 
amidst all that is constantly changing. It is 
a summon for us to continue in prayerful 
pursuit of the sovereign will of God and in 
the process, to re-commit to new ways of 
thinking, being and doing as expressions of 
a spirituality steeped in discernment.

The call does not come to us in a vacuum. 
It rises out of a process of honest self-crit-
icism of our shared ministry and missional 
explorations in this 21st century. The un-
comfortable realities speak to growing lev-
els of missional inertia in the West, increas-
ing uncertainty regarding the church’s role 
in bringing about stability in an increasing-
ly secularized, plural and rapidly changing 
global environment and an awareness of in-
creasing cynicism and doubt regarding the 
church’s relevance in today’s world.

We are convinced that any attempt to ad-
dress these concerns will of necessity raise 

issues of Identity, Integrity, Mystery (of 
the Word), Equity and Community. This 
conviction has influenced the way in which 
we have organized for ministry in this de-
cade and will receive direct focus over the 
five, two years cycle from 2020-2030.

But it would be remiss of us, to not appreci-
ate the role that the coronavirus has played 
in setting the stage for such ministry and 
missional advance. While the verdict is still 
out on the severity of its fulsome impact, 
the undeniable fact is that Covid-19 has en-
gineered much by way of change:

o changes in the ways in which life is 
being ordered;

o changes in the nature of our human 
relationships and interactions; 

o changes in how we do church, school 
and treat with the environment;

o changes in our travelling, trading 
and transactions; 

o changes in relationships between 
governments, institutions and sys-
tems;

o changes in our understanding of 
set norms and conventions as new 
norms are being established. 

If nothing else, Covid-19 has unmasked 
and left exposed much that is wrong about 
how resources, systems, institutions and 
structures are organized in this world. Se-
rious ethical dilemmas abound! 

Everywhere we look, we witness massive 
inequities: inequities of race, gender, age, 
and of social class, all magnified by this 
one microscopic destructive virus. 

All of the limitations of our present health 
care systems are on display. And both lo-
cally and globally, all of our human vul-
nerabilities have been brought into sharper 
focus.

But within the very crisis are missional op-
portunities and the church must be encour-
aged to continue discerning and responding 
in the power of the Spirit. 

As a result of the coronavirus, we have 
been witnessing and sharing in unprece-
dented selfless and sacrificial giving, the 
outpouring of solidarity and support among 
colleagues, church workers and families 
within communities and the creativity of 
countless think tanks, coming up with new 

Covid-19 worship solutions and survival 
strategies. Ours is a commitment to pray 
for divine inspiration as for this present 
time, the entire global scientific commu-
nity is working together toward one noble 
cause, a vaccine. The private sector and 
non-government organizations are actively 
helping to create solutions, sharing mate-
rial resources in the thrust toward the al-
leviating of human suffering. And yes, the 
Christian community is discovering new 
ways at experiencing unity as technology 
functions heavily in facilitating new norms 
of a common spirituality. 
 
In all these things, God is showing us 
the way of the future; what needs to be 
changed and what is possible if we tru-
ly work together. If we were seeing signs 
of the need to consider the real impact of 
change, Covid-19 has accelerated it. We 
could not have asked for a better “setting 
of the stage” to merit an exploration of the 
theme. We are in the midst of a revolution, 
and in times like these, the Word of God 
is the only constant. Let us keep faith with 
the Word!

Norva O. Rodney

Keeping Faith with the Word 
in an ever-changing World
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2020 is unlike most years. Many feel they are on an apoc-
alyptic watch. Pandemic, wildfires, tremors, hurricanes, 
economic recession, social chaos, political tyranny/anar-
chy, deep psychological trauma. It promises to be of great 
epochal significance, compared to great upheavals in ear-
lier times, such as the 1918 flu pandemic and world wars 
that raged 1914-1918 and 1939-45, killing millions. 

Individuals and groups have had their own personal and 
community upheavals and disruptions. In 2019 we have 
had significant measle outbreaks in Malaysia, Philippines, 
Samoa, Tonga, New Zealand, and elsewhere in the Asia 
and the Pacific regions, as well as in the Democratic Re-
public of Congo (DRC) in Africa and New York in the 
United States. 2018 was a difficult year in parts of the 
Middle East due to a respiratory syndrome outbreak, the 
Nipah virus breakout in the state of Kerala, India, and the 
Ebola outbreak in northwest DRC. 

We could name other, less well-known cataclysmic events. 
In other words, the world has had a constant stream of 
medical and epidemiological emergencies compound-
ed by natural disasters, environmental catastrophes, and 
widespread social disquiet and unrest. 

We feel we live in biblical times when Israel and the wider 
Near East experienced unending disruptions. Wars, con-
flicts, political strife, intrigue, plagues, epidemics, painful 
exile. 

It was the prophets who filled the void and offered hope:
  Comfort, comfort my people,
    says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
    and proclaim to her
that her hard service has been completed,
    that her sin has been paid for,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand
    double for all her sins. (Isaiah 40:1, 2)
In these times, we too, desire to hear Isaiah’s words:
 You who bring good news to Zion,
    go up on a high mountain.
You who bring good news to Jerusalem,
    lift up your voice with a shout,
lift it up, do not be afraid;
    say to the towns of Judah,
    “Here is your God!” (40:9)

The Jamaica Baptist Union theme, “Keeping Faith with 
the Word in an Ever-Changing World,” is relevant and 
prophetic. Words to hold on to as we face troubling times 
and an uncertain future. 

Yet, the future is not undetermined. God’s promise stands 
sure. “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the 
Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future’” (Jeremiah 29:11).

Eron Henry
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God is our refuge and 
strength, an ever-present 
help in trouble. Therefore, 
we will not fear, though 
the earth give way and 
the mountains fall into the 
heart of the sea, though its 
waters roar and foam and 
the mountains quake with 
their surging. The Lord Al-
mighty is with us; the God 
of Jacob is our fortress - 
Psalm 46: 1-3 & 11 [NIV]

The Jamaica Baptist Union (JBU) 
was one of the few denominations 
whose annual gathering/meeting in 
2020 (Assembly, Synod, Conven-
tion, etc.) was spared the disruptive 
nature of the Novel Coronavirus 
and its dreaded disease, Covid-19. 
As the novel coronavirus laid siege 
to the world and the Government 
of Jamaica (GOJ) rolled out a raft 
of regulations to try to combat/con-
trol its spread, the question of the 
viability of hosting a General As-
sembly in 2021 grew larger by the 
week. “Would 2021 be the second 
time since 1849, that Baptists in 
Jamaica missed out on our yearly 
coming together?”, was a question 
that I, and others, couldn’t shake.
There was a strong commitment, 
however, to doing all we could to 
have the General Assembly, as long 

as it could be hosted in a space of 
grace and safety.
In light of this, the Executive Com-
mittee made decisions such as:

1. Shorter Duration - A short-
ened version of the time togeth-
er with the event running from 
Wednesday to Friday and then 
on Sunday with a single service. 
2. Shorter Days - Each day 
would begin at 10:00 a.m. and 
end by 1:00 p.m. for sessions 
that included all participants. 
Nightly events would begin at 
7:00 p.m. 
3. Type of Event - A largely 
virtual event with session pre-
senters, active participants and 
technical staff physically pres-
ent at the Bethel Baptist Church 
(Half-way-Tree), which would 
form the hub/venue for the As-
sembly meetings.
4. Internet Connectivity Issues 
– Given that some likely del-
egates/attendees may not have 
internet at home, each day was 
programmed to begin later and 
end earlier than usual, to facili-
tate travel to access internet ser-
vice. Nightly events would be 
streamed via YouTube to allow 
for delayed access, as well as, 
broadcast on radio.
5. All the usual elements of 
the Convention and Assembly 
would be maintained with some 
aspects being allocated less 
time. 

So, thanks be to God, as we all 
know, we were able to have our 
2021 General Assembly! And what 
a time of rich blessing it turned out 
to be for all who were able to par-
ticipate!

I want to use this medium to thank 
all those who literally threw them-
selves into the planning and execu-
tion of the General Assembly. The 
Union was blessed with a team of 
volunteers who supported the staff 
in delivering what many have de-
scribed as an inspirational Assem-
bly. To them we owe a huge debt of 
gratitude for demonstrating grit and 
gumption in very stressful, com-
plex and unusual circumstances.

A special word of thanks is due 
to the pastor and members of the 
Bethel Church for the ways in 
which they facilitated the Assem-
bly. They allowed us to re-engineer 
the sanctuary and agreed to cancel 
their in-person service on the Sun-
day as an expression of solidarity 
with the wider family. 

Speaking of the Bethel church’s 
pastor, one of the important de-
cisions the delegates made was 
electing him, the Rev. Dr. Glen-
roy Michael Lalor to the Office of 
President Elect for the period 2021 
to 2022. Let us remember him, 
his family (wife, Sharon and son, 

Dominic) and the church as they 
prepare themselves in heart and 
mind to serve the Union.
Another significant decision taken 
by the delegates at the General As-
sembly was the approval of a State-
ment on JBU’s Self-Understanding 
as part of the Renewal Project 
(RP). The RP, you may recall, is in-
tended to be a three-stage process, 
the first of which was to evince 
consensus among the members of 
the JBU family around the nature 
and purpose of our Union. That 
has now been completed and we 
look forward to the other deliver-
ables, namely a fresh proposal of a 
revised JBU constitution and new 
administrative tools as a frame-
work for the efficient operation of 
the Union’s administration.  

There is a sense in which viewing 
the pandemic through the lens of 
divine providence serves to shore 
up our confidence in the wisdom, 
grace and love of the Almighty 
God. We have seen that within the 
very crisis itself are wonderful mis-
sional opportunities and that, as a 
faith community, we are being in-
vited to continue discerning and re-
sponding in the power of the Spirit.

Let us always be known as those 
who kept Faith with the Word in an 
Ever-Changing World.
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The so-called love chapter 
(1 Cor. 13) though fairly 
popular with Christians 
has its fair share of inter-

pretative challenges and so is mis-
handled by preachers.
One popular view from the chapter 
is that Paul spoke in ‘tongues of an-
gels’ but a closer examination of the 
original Greek and the contextual 
flow of the first few verses is against 
this view. 
Reliance only on the King James 
Version (either old or new) is the root 
of the misunderstanding. The KJV’s 
repeated ‘though I…’ is too strong 
and not faithful to the Greek. Let’s 
look at a contrast in translation be-
tween the KJV and the NIV.
“Though I speak with the tongues 
of men and of angels…” (v.1 KJV/
NKJV)
“If I speak in the tongues of men or 
of angels…” (NIV)
Which is the better translation, the 
factual assertion of the KJV or the 
hypothetical one of the NIV? The 
NIV better reflects the original Greek 
and the contextual flow of Paul’s ar-
gument about the supremacy of love 
over all spiritual gifts.
From the imprecise KJV translation 
some Pentecostals/Charismatics and 
some Baptists as well have gone on to 
argue for the reality and necessity of 

‘speaking in the tongues of angels’.  
The argument such persons advance 
from verse 1 is ‘if Paul spoke in the 
tongues of angels then all believers 
can and should’. 
Let it be clear, the text neither says 
nor suggests that there is really such 
a thing as ‘tongues of angels’ and 
even if there is it does not assert as 
fact that Paul spoke this language, 
even on the imprecise KJV reading. 
Look closely at the verses and think 
critically and this becomes clear. 
Hint: as you observe the text, think, 
if all that’s said in verses 1-3 is fac-
tual of Paul’s experience there would 
be a major problem in the text.  Pause 
your reading of this, check the text 
in your Bible and see if you can spot 
that problem. 
If you did not spot it let me try to 
show you now.
If the construction ‘though I…’ in-
troduces something factual in Paul’s 
experience then Paul would not only 
have spoken with the tongues of men 
and/even of angels (v.1) but would 
have done all the things mentioned 
in v.2 and most importantly in v. 3. 

SO hE WOULD hAVE 
GIVEN hIS BODY TO 
BE BURNED.  How and when 
then could he have written this 

epistle?  Am I making sense here? 
So, even on the KJV reading, some-
thing is wrong with the traditional 
approach of seeing Paul affirming as 
fact the things mentioned after the 
repeated construction ‘though I’.  So 
what alternative do we have for mak-
ing sense of this chapter in 1 Corin-
thians?
The best defensible option is to see 
Paul as setting up a string of supposi-
tions which is better rendered in Eng-
lish as “If” rather than ‘though’. This 
option has the support of the original 
language in which Paul wrote.  
Paul used in verses 1-3 a particular 
Greek construction which confirms 
the hypothetical nature of what he 
says. 
I have to indulge a bit of technical 
stuff now but you can handle it. 
The particular Greek construction is 
ean=if, plus the subjunctive mood.
If you will pardon a brief language 
lesson. The basic moods/atmo-
spheres associated with verbs (action 
words) in English and Greek are the 
Indicative (assertion, claiming some-
thing), the Interrogative (question, 
finding out something), the Impera-
tive (command, demanding some-
thing), the Subjunctive (supposition/
wish, imagining something).
Returning to our text now, as Leon 
Morris says in his Tyndale commen-
tary on v.1 “‘Though’ is perhaps too 
strong for ean (as also in verses 2,3), 
which is rather ‘if’. What follows is 
put forward as a hypothetical possi-
bility.”
So then. how should the first 3 vers-
es of our text read to avoid miscon-
ceptions being drawn from it? Each 
should begin as the New Living 
Translation has it, with “If I…”.
1 “If I could speak all the languag-
es of earth and of angels, 2 If I had 
the gift of prophecy, and if I under-
stood…and if I had such faith… 3 If I 

gave everything I have to the poor… 
and even sacrificed my body…”
So, I summarize our study so far in 
my first concluding point The Mere 
Possibility of Tongues of Angels. 
This mere possibility, misread as 
reality has fascinated too many of 
us.  So I wish now to challenge us 
concerning the real burden that Paul 
highlights in this chapter. I give you 
that real burden summed up in my fi-
nal main point right now The Reality 
and Primacy of Love. 
So supremely foundational was love 
for Paul that he sought to highlight 
this point by conjuring up unlikely 
spiritual giftings that for him would 
add up to zero, minus love.  
I recall an account I heard of a broth-
er who had never spoken in tongues 
since becoming a member of a cer-
tain Pentecostal Church in my home-
town, Montego Bay. In that church 
then as in mine then (Assemblies of 
God) that’s a negative. 
So, on the last night of a crusade in 
his assembly and when the end was 
drawing near and around him people 
were speaking in tongues, our friend 
got in a frenzy and got into the aisle 
shouting ‘Uno, dos, tres…before 
he finished saying quatro, along 
came four deacons, two held his 
upstretched arms and the other two 
grabbed his feet and they took him 
out of the sanctuary and one of them 
said to him in the privacy of the front 
driveway where they deposited him 
‘Wen yu dun count inna Spanish yu 
cyan come back een.” 
Let me summarize Paul’s thrust in 
this chapter another way in addition 
to the Reality and Priority of Love. 
NO MATTER WhAT SPIRITUAL 
GIFTS YOU POSSESS, UNLESS 
YOU ALSO POSSESS LOVE 
ThOSE GIFTS ARE WORTh-
LESS BEFORE GOD.
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On October 11, 2020 
the Jamaica Baptist 
Historical Society hosted 
the 17th George Liele 

Lecture. This was held online for the 
first time due to restrictions brought 
about by the Covid -19 Pandemic. 
Persons from Jamaica and overseas 
participated in this highly anticipated 
annual lecture,  named after the Rev. 
George Liele who pioneered Baptist 
witness in Jamaica as early as 1784. 

The lecture was delivered by Ms. 
Nadine Wilkins, Deputy Director 
of Legal Reform at the Ministry of 
Justice. Ms. Wilkins presented on 
a most timely topic “Jamaica’s first 
pandemic, the cholera epidemic of 
1851: Lessons learned for today in 
the era of Covid- 19.” 
In her presentation she gave a 
snapshot of life in Jamaica in 1850, 
the state of public health before the 
pandemic and then gave details on 

the epidemic.
Ms. Wilkins noted that during 
this period there were hospitals 
in some parishes and there was a 
severe shortage of doctors. In most 
parishes poor persons were sent to 
‘workhouses’ for treatment. At these 
workhouses the conditions were 
mostly unhealthy and it was time-
consuming and costly for the poor to 
get to these facilities. 
The main strategy employed to 
prevent Cholera from getting to 
Jamaica was the system of quarantine 
for arriving vessels. She reported that 
by 1852 over 40,000 persons out of 
a population of 400,000 died from 
Cholera. This number she noted 
perhaps was not very reliable as 
many unreported deaths occurred. 
Blame for the high mortality rates 
among the black population was 
laid at the feet of the black people. 
They were accused of not having 
the will to resist. One white doctor 
claimed that the high mortality rate 
among the Blacks was due to “want 
of that vital energy in the negro to 
resist…which Europeans appear to 

possess.” Other complaints against 
the black population included their 
unwillingness to spend money to 
pay for their medical care and their 
unsanitary habits.
In her presentation, Ms. Wilkins 
noted that in the immediate aftermath 
of the outbreak of Cholera, no 
meaningful change was introduced to 
prevent further outbreaks. In fact, any 
measure that was meant to provide 
some benefit to the population was 
accompanied by a tax.
However, in the ensuing years 
important public health measures 
were passed such as an amended 
Quarantine Act in 1869, the 
Prevention of Contagious Disease 
law in 1867, the Infectious Disease 
Notification law and the 1867 
public health law cited as An Act 
Establishing a Central Board of 
Health ( the foundation of the 
Public Health Act now in force). 
In concluding her presentation Ms. 
Wilkins posited that the lessons of the 
1850s were indeed transformative.
The 17th George Liele Lecture, 
for the audience proved to be an 
informative historical journey with 
many lessons to be learned for our 
present time and circumstances.



THE JAMAICA BAPTIST REPORTER                   SEPTEMBER 2021 6

There were no mass gath-
erings and opportunities 
for physical fellowship 
was very limited, but the 

Jamaica Baptist Union (JBU) 171st 
General Assembly still attracted 
strong support from congregants 
who participated in the fully virtual 
sessions.
The Assembly started on February 24 
with worship and a Bible study pre-
sentation in the morning by the dis-
trict overseer for the Waltham Park 
District of New Testament Churches, 
Rev. Dr Stevenson Samuels. This was 
followed by the Convention Lecture 
by Immediate Past President of the 
Jamaica Theological Seminary, Rev-
erend Dr. Garnett Roper. 

In his address during the opening 
service later that evening, President 
of the JBU, Reverend Norva Rod-
ney noted that the Decade 2020 to 
2030 Theme, “Keeping Faith with 
the Word in an ever-changing World, 
Reaffirming Identity”, was timely 
given the ways in which our faith is 
being challenged by current global 
realities.
“It is relevant because, it is in times 
like these that we discover anew an 
urgent need for us to draw strength 
and meaning for life from the un-
changing word of God,” he said.
He expressed concern that the CO-
VID-19 pandemic has led to several 
social issues and the dramatic loss of 
human life worldwide. On that note, 

he paid tribute to several pastors 
who had died from natural causes 
since the last General Assembly, in-
cluding Reverends Lindsay P. Mon-
crieffe, Clement H.L. Gayle, George 
V. Simpson and Joseph Jessel J. Wil-
liams. Given their significant contri-
butions to the JBU, he assured that 
their service will always be remem-
bered. 
“Amidst the changing vicissitudes of 
life, the tragedies, tears and the tri-
umphs, God has been nurturing our 
courage, ministering grace and deep-
ening Christian hope,” he said.
Pastor of the Bethel Baptist Church, 
Reverend Dr. Glenroy Lalor was 
elected as the president-elect and 
will assume the post of president in 
March 2022. He became the pastor 

of the Bethel Baptist Church in Sep-
tember 2018, after succeeding the 
outgoing pastor of more than four 
decades, Rev. Dr. Burchel Taylor.
Prior to becoming the pastor of the 
Bethel Baptist Church, he served 
for over a decade at the United 
Theological College of the West 
Indies (UTC), as Baptist warden/
tutor, Graduate Students Coordinator 
and Head of the Department of 
Theology.  He also served as pastor 
of the Port Maria Circuit of Baptist 
Churches for more than 17 years. 
Rev Lalor has been a member of the 
JBU executive committee for more 
than 20 years and has also served on 
the Baptist World Alliance Doctrine 

Assembly News
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Hallelujah on 
the outside 
and help on 
the inside

Presenter, Professor Wendel Abel shared 
findings from recent research that 
revealed most Jamaicans (97%) were so 
impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic, that 
they perceived a need for psycho-social 
support.
In presenting “Tips to Survive,” he shared 
some practical ways to deal with the stress 
of the current situation.
Attitude of Gratitude: As members of 
a faith community, you should practise 
counting your blessings, and recognize 
that you’re not alone.
Self-Compassion: Be kind to yourself. 
Assure yourself, “I did my best.” Do the 
“butterfly hug” (hug yourself), especially 
needed in this time of physical distancing.
Reach out to others: Make contact with 
family, friends, church family. Pay special 
attention to the more vulnerable ones:- 
elderly, sick, those living alone.
Be positive: Have a positive outlook on 
life.
Filter the news: The news can convey 
confusion and hopelessness. Therefore 
limit time spent on TV, Internet, and social 
media. Decrease negative conversation.
Self-care: Be intentional about basic self-
care practices relating to adequate sleep, 
balanced diet and exercise. 
Stay calm in the chaos: Tell yourself “It’s 
OK not to be OK sometimes”.
Practise deep-breathing exercise.
Remember that your actions count: So 
wear a mask; wash hands; and watch your 
distance.
Remember the children: In relating to 
them, push but do not shove; talk but do 
not scream; teach but do not lecture.
Reconnect with self, others, and your faith 
in God. We need each other to survive.

Contributed by Arlene Henry

(Then the righteous will answer 
him, Lord when did we see you 
hungry and feed you…
Who are the new vulnerable who 
are being overlooked during 
COVID 19 and how should we 
respond?)
Presenter: Rev. Dwight Fraser, 
Pastor of the Eltham/Angels 
Circuit of Baptist Churches.
The Topic and the Task: Faith in 
action as presented in James 2: 15 
– 17, requires that Christ-followers 
be blind to the circumstances 
of those in need, that is, those 
circumstances should not deter 
our help. The topic is seen in the 
context of the quote from Matthew 
25: 31-46, where Jesus emphasises 
the importance of living out our 
faith through our works.
Areas of Vulnerability: In the 
above-cited passage, Jesus 
identified several key areas of 
vulnerability: the destitute, the 
desperate, the dislocated, those 
deprived of dignity, the diseased 
and the desolate. Jesus is interested 
in the situations they face and 

wants us to see them as members 
of the family. Practical caring will 
help us identify those who are the 
“new vulnerable” in these times.
Presenter referred to Town 
Hall Meeting in which the fact 
was emphasized that COVID 
has not really created new 
vulnerable people, but has 
uncovered and exacerbated 
existing vulnerabilities. Relevant 
studies by experts from some 
international organizations 
revealed that they had common 
perspectives on those who are 
most vulnerable in these COVID 
times and agreed that those who 
experienced challenges before, 
would find them exacerbated 
now. The pandemic increased 
awareness of the interdependence 
and vulnerability of the whole 
human society.
A “new” area of vulnerability 
was seen in the unequal access to 
vaccines: “vaccine apartheid”.
Addressing Vulnerabilities: 
Requires Acknowledgement of 
vulnerability and willingness to 

take adequate steps; Assistance 
programmes which should go 
beyond the immediate needs of 
the pandemic; Advocacy which 
should also seek to help build 
resilience and demonstrate 
ongoing outworking of “Kingdom 
responsibility” to build human 
flourishing; Actualization leading 
to a deeper realization of such 
flourishing.
A paper presented by Rev. Dr 
Burchell Taylor at the 2007 
Missions Conference had outlined 
various actions which the Church 
should undertake in living out 
our faith in accordance with the 
above-cited Scripture passages. 
They remain relevant to these 
times. If the Church is to help 
effectively, we must be organized 
to do so, pool resources where 
necessary, intentionally assist 
abused/disadvantaged children 
and youth, engage in critical 
forms of advocacy in confronting 
challenges and exposing causes of 
vulnerability, inter alia.

Contributed by Evadne Coye

Commission and is a member 
of the Standing Commission 
on Faith & Order of the World 
Council of Churches. Several of 
the events that have been a staple 
on the General Assembly 
calendar were held, though 
virtually, given COVID-19 
restrictions. This included Bible 
study, the Ministers’ Conference 
and Calabar General Committee 
and a Town Hall meeting on the 
Thursday under the theme, ‘No 
One left Behind - Covid-19 and 
its implications on the Christian 
Social Conscience’. The panelists 
for the Town Hall meeting were 

Archbishop Kenneth Richards, 
Gabrielle Hemmings and Canon 
Garth Minott. There was also 
a Mission Blitz with a focus 
on giving back to communities 
islandwide. 
A Memorial Service on Friday, 
February 26 presented an 
opportunity for reflection and 
introspection, and later that 
evening, there were opportunities 
for laughter as the Praise and 
Thanksgiving virtual concert got 
in full swing.  Comedian Leighton 
Smith’s funny wisecracks and 
strong punch lines connected 
and the Bethel Steel Orchestra 

displayed their musical talent 
developed over the last 20 years.
The curtains were drawn on the 
first virtual staging of the General 
Assembly on the Sunday, but 
not without a call by Reverend 
Rodney for a reaffirmation of the 
Christian Identity.
“Reaffirming identity remains a 
challenge, because we are living 
in a world, where human pre-
occupation, material things and 
creature comforts are dominant 
and this at the rejection of things 
spiritual, moral and of cultural 
value,” he said. 

Assembly Workshops and Seminars
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Assembly-
Lecture
Church Leader calls for a Moral Agen-
da to Guide Jamaica

Source: The Jamaica Baptist 
Union Website
Past president of the Jamaica 
Theological Seminary, Dr Garnett 
Roper, believes the credibility of 
those who lobby for morality is 
waning due to the cherry picking 
and focus on certain issues like 
abortion and the rights of homo-
sexuals, even as social exclusion 
continues to fuel high levels of 
crime and violence in the society.
Roper, who was delivering the 
convention lecture during the Ja-
maica Baptist Union’s 171st Gen-
eral Assembly at the Bethel Baptist 
Church in Kingston on Wednes-
day, believes these issues are more 
ideological than moral, and often 
deflect from the struggles for the 
more fundamental rights of other 
groups. 
“Those who proclaim in the name 
of these issues are concerned about 
the threat of marginalization of the 
power of the church,” he said.
“Those with eyes for these issues 
have no eyes for the more vexed 
moral consideration of certain ex-
istential issues in our midst such 
as social exclusion and the de-
bilitating social condition that are 
part of the antecedent causation of 
high crime and violence,” said the 
theologian, who served as a pastor 
in the tough inner-city community 
of Parade Gardens between 1977 
and 1997.

Jamaica’s rising homicide rate has 
been a source of concern for many 
and has resulted in the country 
now having the highest crime rate 
in Latin America and the Carib-
bean.  The United Nations consid-
ers any homicide rate of 10 per 
100,000 citizens or above to be an 
“epidemic”. Jamaica’s homicide 
rate is at 46.5 per 100,000 people.
Roper argues that the COVID-19 
pandemic has highlighted the fact 
that a segment of the society has 
not been included in the devel-
opment agenda and as proof, has 
pointed to inequalities in access 
to basic commodities like inter-
net connection and the platform or 
equipment to participate in virtual 
learning.
“We are often befuddled by our 
violence producers and by our hot 
spots of crime and violence, and 
then we ask ourselves why are 
they like this?  But it seems to me 
that if we look below the surface 
at the public goods which they 
have been denied and the personal 
goods that they have been unable 
to afford it might give us some 
clues,” he said.
“But more profoundly, the society 
has done too little to affirm their 
equality with the rest of us and 
their dignity and humanity.  We 
have not invested in them and they 
have not invested in themselves 
or the rest of us. Their lives are 
under-valued and so they place no 
value on human life,” said Roper, 
during the delivery of his lecture 
which was focused on giving a 
Christian perspective on moral vi-
sion and moral practice in the pub-
lic square.

St. Mary

St. Thomas

Westmoreland
 11   SEPTEMBER 2021
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HigHligHts of tHe 171st general assembly Closing address

Reaffirmation of Christian Identity 
Reveals itself through Selfless Service

In seeking to be faithful to his remit, 
that of speaking a word on God’s be-
half at the closing service of the Ja-
maica Baptist Union 171st General 
Assembly, President Norva Rodney 
addressed the virtual congregation 
on the topic: “Reaffirming Identity: 
Seekers and Servants”.
As he located the topic in context, 
Rev. Rodney noted that the call to 
“reaffirm our identity” constitutes a 
challenge because we are living in a 
world, where human preoccupation 
with material things and creature 
comforts are dominant. President 
Rodney lamented that the prevailing 
trend of many people’s spiritual def-
icit caused by their obsession with 
materialism, is further exacerbated 
by their rejection of things spiritual, 
moral or of cultural value. He further 
noted that this post-modern spiri-
tuality manifests itself as freedom 
without responsibility, relationships 
without personal sacrifice, and posi-
tive self-views without grounding in 
reality. In substantiating his claims, 
he referenced the writings of theo-
logian Walter Brueggemann who in 
his book, Journey to the Common 
Good, identified four features of 

such mind-set, namely:
i) a disregard for community;
ii) a denial of our shared des-
tiny;
iii) a disregard for anything be-
yond private interest and
iv) a despising of whatever com-
mits us to human solidarity.
Against this background, the Presi-
dent asserted that the call upon our 

lives to reaffirm Christian Identity 
comes amidst circumstances which 
signal the need for change and for 
radical renewal. “Many today equate 
material wealth or upward social 
mobility of any kind, with the bless-
ings of God, or rewards for their 
righteous behaviour. More often 
than not though, these are blessings 
acquired at the expense of inflicted 
pain, humiliation and satanic under-
mining of the dignity and humanity 
of others,” Rodney observed. 
He acknowledged another dilemma 
facing those who would seek to re-
affirm their Christian identity: the 
disturbing reality that many inter-
pret their experiences of trials or 
suffering and the lack of health and 
financial prosperity as a sign that 
God is punishing them. Declaring 
that identity confusion abounds 
within the Christian church and the 
wider society, Rev. Rodney ques-
tioned, “How may this malady be 
cured?”
In positing the way forward, the 
President spoke in depth to two im-
peratives which we all need to em-
brace:
We need to be given to a lifestyle of 

single-minded commitment aimed 
at discerning and doing that which is 
right (based on Matt. 6:33).
We need to be given to a life-style of 
humble service as an expression of 
a right relationship with God (based 
on Matt. 20:20-28).
The JBU President related that the 
ultimate result of living those imper-
atives will be a renewed spirituality 
oriented around the Kingdom life. 
Such living and relating will see us 
committing to Kingdom praying, liv-
ing lives ordered by Kingdom prin-
ciples and our engaging with each 
other with a clearly defined sense of 
purpose in Kingdom projects. 
The preacher asserted that when 
our lives and relationships are so 
aligned, those who experience the 
security and freedom of the King-
dom, have no need to lord it over 
others. And, those who emulate Je-
sus discover that humble, self-giving 
service is the very means by which 
God releases true power. Accord-
ingly, greatness within the kingdom 
purposes of God does not lie outside 
of or beyond service but exist pre-
cisely within the very act of serving 
others. Rev. Rodney emphasized 
that Jesus drove home this lesson 
when He wrapped His loins with a 
towel, poured water in a basin and in 
love and in deep humility proceeded 
to wash the feet of all the disciples 
(John 13: 4ff.).
 In concluding, the JBU President af-
firmed that as seekers and servants 
of the Kingdom our Christian Identi-
ty does not allow for us to treat with 
our faith as a transactional matter; 
that is, as a means to gain exclusively 
and profitable self-benefits. Instead, 
our identity in Christ requires us to 
give ourselves selflessly in service to 
God, in ways that will result in the 
transformation of human lives.
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The Jamaica Baptist Union Disciple-
ship and Evangelism Committee 
seeks to plan and execute Mass and 
Personal Evangelism programmes 
in the union as well as implement 
initiatives to help improve church 
growth, new mission, baptism, and 
attendance.
 The Committee maintains a virtual 
presence within the union, as it seeks 
new ways to engage the churches 
within its charge to fellowship and 
worship, even amid the Covid-19 
Pandemic. With the collective ef-
forts of the Committee, led by Revd. 
Lloyd Richards, the group embarks 
on meaningful ways to seek souls for 
God’s Kingdom.
 In preparation for Mass Evangelism, 
a National Witnessing Team called 
Mission 72, which spreads across 
the four regions, was established. 
In collaboration with the Mission 
Agency, the Jamaica Baptist Union 
Discipleship and Evangelism Com-
mittee staged its Third Virtual Evan-
gelistic Revival Crusade from May 
30 to June 3, 2021. 

What a time of refreshing and re-
vival it was, as members of all ranks 
of the Baptist fraternity and other de-
nominations from all over the globe 
flocked the Zoom, Facebook, and 
YouTube platforms to share and lis-
ten to dynamic speakers; guided by 
the theme “Jesus I Come.” 
Throughout the week, inspiring and 
soul-searching messages based on 
the theme were delivered by Evange-
lists Errol Rattray, Sheldon Givans, 
Rev Kirk Pinnock, Rev. Cecile Rich-
ards and Rev Everton Jackson. The 
meeting began nightly at 7:30 pm, 
and what a joy it was to see hundreds 
of participants signing in eagerly be-
fore the starting time.
A notable feature of the Revival is 
that, while the Covid 19 Pandemic 
is keeping people apart, the Reviv-
al brought people together, cutting 
across denominational barriers. This 
unity was evident as participants 
from other denominations were inte-
grally involved in the process.
The Revival came when persons 
were seeking engagement during the 

stay-at-home order stipulated by the 
regional Governments. There was 
an average combined attendance 
of about 1100 devices which could 
conservatively translate into 2000 
participants nightly on the various 
platforms for live viewing. 
Highlights of the Revival
Nightly prayers which focused on 
healing, deliverance, and revival of 
the nations
Testimonies 
Unique items, which include poems 
and songs
Mission Care Packages 
The Mission Team will distribute 
packages to Mount Moriah Circuit 
of Baptist Churches in Hanover and 
Grace Circuit of Baptist Churches in 
St Mary.
The group will also make a mon-
etary contribution to St Vincent and 
the Grenadines, which recently ex-
perienced the La Soufriere Volcano. 
Two nights was dedicated to collect-
ing a special offering for this cause.  
While the Committee planned the 
Evangelistic Revival for four nights, 

it was extended by one night because 
of the prompting of the Holy Spirit 
as well as the consistent attendance.
We give God the glory that with his 
intervention and the team’s efforts, 
one can genuinely say that this Re-
vival has brought spiritual success. 
Eight decisions were made for the 
Lord, while several persons renewed 
their walk with God, and many are 
rejoicing for their spiritual renewal.
Following the Revival on Friday, a 
spirit filled session dubbed “Virtual 
New Believers Retreat” was held 
with new converts in attendance as 
well as counsellors. The converts 
shared their testimonies while the 
counsellors expressed their experi-
ences of the nightly activities. Over-
all, the benefits of gathering far out-
weigh the responsibility of logistics 
and planning which was necessary to 
make the venture a success. As a re-
sult, the committee will embrace ev-
ery opportunity to contribute to the 
spiritual growth and development 
of the churches which fall under its 
care.

Virtual Evangelistic Revival
Contributed by the Discipleship and Evangelism Committee

The nature of the COVID-19 
outreach activities by the churches 
was very diverse. The St. Elizabeth/
Manchester and Balaclava Circuit of 
Churches made masks for those at the 
Garland Hall Memorial Children’s 
home, taxi operators, police 
stations and infirmaries.  Pastor for 
the Balaclava Circuit of Baptist 
Churches in St Elizabeth, Reverend 
Gareth Irvin, said a courier service 

of sorts was started, which enabled 
the elderly and those who were shut-
in to still access medications, food 
and other necessities.
“This was really in collaboration 
with different agencies within the 
community and it says to us that 
every church should seek to be the 
community’s church,” he said.
In St Mary, Reverend Travis 
Drummond and members of the 

Annotto Bay Baptist Church 
feted essential workers, including 
firefighters, police officers and health 
workers to a luncheon. Tablets were 
also distributed to children to access 
online classes and food packages 
were sponsored by donors who 
partnered with the church to meet 
the needs of the community.
“I think COVID-19 has allowed us 
to become more mission aware. It 
has reinforced the fact that we have 
a responsibility to those who are in 
our immediate surroundings and to 
really demonstrate the love of Christ 
not only in words, but also in deeds,” 
said  Reverend Drummond. 
Reverend Milton Gager and 
members at the Mount Angus 
Circuit of Churches were kept 
busy in other sections of St Mary 
as the persistent drought last year 
also made it challenging for some 
families to earn a steady income 
from farming. The church partnered 
with primary schools to start an 

agricultural venture. Crops reaped 
from these farms were distributed 
to persons within the community 
and the church.  Pastor of the Zion 
Hill Circuit of Baptist churches, 
Reverend Racquel Buckley said the 
churches in her circuit also had a 
feeding programme and conducted 
mission walks.
Most of the initiatives islandwide 
were aimed at feeding the body and 
the spirit. In the process, the churches 
were able to attract new members.  
Pastor of the Port Antonio Circuit 
of Churches, Reverend Dayne Grant 
said care packages were distributed 
to several households.
“Persons expressed how grateful 
they were for the help, some did so 
even in tears. They saw it as a major 
help during their struggles, and they 
expressed that sense of gratitude to 
us verbally. Even now, when you 
meet some of these persons, they will 
recall how impactful the ministry 
has been,” he said.
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Pastor Rawl Baptiste 
(Sandy Bay Baptist 
church), (Pastor 
Grantley Bramble 
(Deliverance Baptist 

church, Chateaubelair), and Pastor 
Keshurne Bowens (Overland Baptist 
Church) have reported that all the 
communities that their churches serve 
have been displaced because of the 
volcanic eruptions and subsequent 
lahars (mud flows) and have suffered 
significant damage to homes and 
livelihoods. They all reported ash 
fall of between 8”-10” and at present 
persons are not allowed to return 
home.  People are nevertheless 
making trips to the restricted areas to 
take care of animals and to clean the 
ash from their properties.   
There are marked similarities 
between all three churches. 
Livelihoods
Agriculture and fishing are the main 
industries in each area, responsible 
for probably 90% of livelihoods. 
Inevitably, these have been severely 
damaged by significant ash fall, 
destroying crops and damaging fruit 
trees. There is loss of livestock in 
Overland, through theft, and killings 
of livestock by other hungry animals.  
Both the formal (foodstock 
and livestock) and the informal 
agricultural economies have been 
devastated.  All three Pastors 
estimated that it will take at least 6 
months before the ground will be 
ready again for cultivation, but they 
are adamant that preparation should 
begin soonest in anticipation of 
planting of seedlings. This will entail 
removal of ash and/or ploughing of 
the ash into the soil. In time the ash 
will provide rich nutrients for the 
ground but the tilling of 8”-10“ of 
ash fall will take a lot of hard manual 
work to get the ground suitable for 
planting again.  
The main crop in the Overland area 
is arrowroot which takes over a year 
to harvest.  Other crops may be ready 
for the market within 3 to 4 months. 

So it takes approximately 1.5 years 
before the farmers in the area will be 
able to sell their crop. 
In the Chateaubelair/Fitzhughes 
area, ‘tri-tri’ fishing has been wiped 
out due to the destruction of the 
Wallilabou river mouth,  following 
the ash fall and lahars. Tri-tri fishing 
has been a strong significant source 
of income for the fishermen. 

Property 
Each Pastor reported the significant 
damage to houses and to some 
churches in their areas.  None of 
the three Baptist churches reported 
any significant infrastructure 
damage.  Homes of members and 
the communities at large have 
been affected, however, and the 
assessment is ongoing, so a definite 
number of affected families cannot be 
ascertained as yet to determine how 
many were damaged or destroyed.  
The soundness of the structure of 
the houses is a matter of major 
cause of concern, with the upcoming 
hurricane season predicted to be very 
active. 
A great need is for work teams to 
assist with the cleaning and clearing 
of properties so they can become 
habitable. Even so, real fears related 
to concerns over respiratory issues 
have been raised (on account of the 
amount of ash that remains to be 
integrated into the environment).  
One Pastor reported clearing 3 
truckloads of ash from the roof of his 
house. 
Another pastor has already discussed 
with some members form his 
community the idea of working 
cooperatively to clean their properties 
(labour for labour).  

Other Concerns
Some rivers and their banks are filled 
with large rocks and debris, and the 
risk of flooding from storms and 

lahars remain. There is also a concern 
re: the water supplies (see below) 
because main water pipelines in the 
path of the lahars have been damaged 
and destroyed, and the tap water 
has not yet been restored.  A need 
for two water tanks was identified, 
to serve the community in cases 
of emergency.  One tank will cost 
EC$1,800,  exclusive of installation 
cost. Prior to the eruption, funds 
were being raised for this purpose 
and a total of EC$900.00 has already 
been raised. The Overland Baptist 
Church has been designated a Red 
Cross distribution centre and the 
pastor of that church is also one of the 
Overland community representatives 
on the ‘Over The River’ mobilisation 
team for that geographic area. From 
that church/center they distribute 
food parcels to households in the 
affected zones whenever they get the 
supplies.  This facility will be of great 
assistance in helping to distribute the 
food baskets we donate to ensure that 
these reach the true beneficiaries in 
the communities at large.

Common Needs
1) Shovels, boards, wheel barrows 
and sacks or tarpaulins - for clearing 
the ash from properties.
2) Access to transportation - 4x4 
vehicles (for hire or rent) required to 
manoeuvre 
beyond the Dry River
3) Personal Protective Equipment for 
protection during cleaning 
4) Agricultural equipment – hoes, 
tillers, ability to hire tractors
5) Food and water
6) Psych-social/ post-traumatic stress 
counselling
Specific Local Church Needs 
(within the affected zone)

Sandy Bay Baptist 
Church:
Work teams to help with the clear 

up of homes of those unable to do it 
themselves
Desire to start a propagation unit on 
the church property; building raised 
beds to sow and grow seedlings 
covered by a greenhouse as a way to 
help the community. 
Skills training, following the 
resettlement 

Deliverance Baptist 
Church: 
Work teams to help with the clean up
Provision (supplies) to assist the 
elderly with meals 
Advocacy work – to assist the 
community with accessing whatever 
support is available 

Overland Baptist 
Church:
Clean up teams
Water tanks
 Foodstuff (supplies) for continued 
support of the vulnerable
As people slowly go back to the 
red zone, other needs are likely to 
become apparent. Initially, help with 
the clear up of homes is a priority, 
and ability to provide food for the 
most vulnerable is expected to be a 
critical need. Also, helping people to 
access the support they are entitled 
to, will require dogged determination 
and perseverance. 
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CREATIVE EXPRESSIONS COMPETITION
The Creative Expressions Competition was introduced in 2020, in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic which has drastically 

affected people’s lives across the globe. At a time, when the annual JBU Sunday School Examinations were not feasible, the Competition gave members of our Sunday Schools 
an opportunity to express and share their responses to Covid-19 - this life-changing event - in the context of their faith. 

The theme of the Competition was:  Covid-19 - Finding New Hope During Our New Norm. Here are some winning entries from the categories of Reflective Poetry and Drawing/Painting:

THE EFFECTS OF COVID-19
The day the virus came,

I didn’t know it came to stay.
I thought it was just one of those things,

That came to go away.

But what I have to do now,
To make sure it stays away,

Is wash my hands, stay away
And wear a mask all day.

The thing that helps me all the way
Is to read my Bible and pray 

every day.

Arielle Jarrett, Edgewater Baptist 
Younger Children 1st Place

WE CAN GET THROUGH THIS
Covid 19 has been sweeping out the land

You can be infected by the touch of a hand

The cases are rising, it’s so surprising
We are on lockdown, you can’t go out to 

town.

You must wear a mask, so i will ask:
Why don’t you make it into a task?

Wash your hands, keep it clean
Cleaner than it has ever been.

This virus, has pulled us apart
So we must all play our part.

Jordan Williams, Brown’s Town Baptist
Older Children 1st Place

COVID AND CHRIST
Sitting down to reflect,

My mind so far from ease,
Altered reality, broken society,

At the mercy of a vicious disease.

What is the meaning of life?
If life is so easily changed

Virus persistence and futile existence,
All alone, lonely, estranged.

I find comfort, however, in faith,
In the midst of society’s doom,

I hold tight to my trust in the Lord
My anxiety and fears it consumes.

While the world crumbles around me,
And mankind has been brought to its 

knees,
I remember His words and His prom-

ises,
And they strengthen and uplift me.

So anytime that I worry,
Or begin to feel afraid,

I pray or read the word of God.
For I know that He’ll come to my aid!

And so my faith has grown,
In the most unlikely of places,

A pandemic has drawn me nearer to 
God.

A miracle out of dark traces!

Ashleigh Jarrett, Edgewater Baptist
Youth 1st Place

Digital Church
Uno eva see mi dying trial!

Look how we find wi self inna lurch
From mi born an’ grow til now

A di fuss mi a guh digital church

Jus imagine every Sunday clockwork
Me shine like star inna mi Sunday bes’

An’ now mi a go mawnin worship
Deck out in pyjamas an’ mi night dress

The ongle food inna church was commu-
nion

Now mi a sip Milo while choir deh sing
An’ all hug ups an’ fellowship tun virtual

Haffi use chatbox fi sen Miss Vie greetings

But is like God prepare wi fi di moment
Him give wi Zoom, wifi an’ livestream

Though mi jus realize seh throwing offering
Nuh mean fi fling hundred dalla a di TV 

screen

Some tings will jus neva change though
Still a bawl HALLELUJAH when sermon 

hot mi head
The ongle choops a difference now is dat,

Mi doze off an wake back inna mi bed

Listen! God a still God inna Covid
Nuh drop yu faith fi run roun’ an search

Love yuh neighba and know God nah leff 
wi

And gwaan hail him up pon di digital 
church!

Amanda Taylor
Bethel Baptist HWT

Youth 1st Place

ANOTHER VIEW
From lands afar came something new
And rapidly it spread, rapidly it grew.
At first, we shrugged; it is far away.

But now it’s here, as if to stay.

The world is aghast
Why be masked?

Our movement checked
Our closeness wrecked.

Ad I looked on confused and panicked
My resources stretched; my peace vanished.

When will it end? My constant refrain
When will it go, so I can be free again?

But look! There is another view
There is much that I can do.
I can brighten this dark night
I am the salt; I am the light.

When others weep, I will be near
Those in despair I will hold dear.

Doing right with all my might
I am the salt; I am the light.

Vevinne Walker. Bethel Baptist HWT
Adult  1st Place



CREATIVE EXPRESSIONS COMPETITION
 - Drawing / Paintings

 Zachary Nam – Younger Children – Industry Baptist – 
St. Margaret’s Bay Circuit – 1st Place

Nickala Williams – Sydenham Baptist – Gregory Park circuit – 
Older Children – 1st Place

 Hailey Evans – Grant’s Pen Baptist – Yallahs circuit – 
Youth – 2nd Place

Peta Gaye Barclay – Hayes Baptist – Water Lane circuit –
 Adult – 1st Place

Orrion Campbell – Younger Children – Grace Baptist – 
Oracabessa – 2nd Place

Daneca Mills – Younger Children – Younger Children – 
Greater Portmore – Greater Portmore – 3rd Place

Keeshawn Yorke – Brown’s Town – Brown’s Town – 
Older Children – 2nd Place

Ducal Hamilton – Brown’s Town – Brown’s Town – 
Older Children – 3rd Place

Kelsey Ann Beckford – Boulevard Baptist – Youth – 1st Place

Breanna Brown – Brown’s Town – Brown’s Town  
Adult – 2nd Place

Taryn Williamson – Brown’s Town – Brown’s Town –
 Youth – 3rd Place

ShanaKay Bailey – Paradise Baptist – Crofts Hill Circuit – 
Adult – 3rd Place


