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New Decade,
New Theme

T

he year 2020 marks the commencement
of a new decade of missional
engagements for us as a Union of
churches. As has become our practice,
we use this juncture to introduce a new thematic
focus, which will serve to give definition and
direction to how we interpret the mind of God
for the people of God during the ten years,
spanning 2020-2030.
Trusting prayerfully in the wisdom and
foreknowledge of God, the members of the
Steering Committee met regularly during the
latter half of the last decade to evaluate, to
envision, to deliberate and discern.
Their findings and recommendations were
finally ratified by the JBU Executive Committee
and received fulsome endorsement when we
convened for our Annual General Assembly
held in February 2020, where the theme was
formally launched.
This theme is important to the general direction
of the Jamaica Baptist Union and sets the stage

for missional focus for us Baptists for the next
ten (10) years.
The years 2020 through 2030 will see our
beloved Union being guided by the theme
“Keeping Faith with the Word in an EverChanging World”.
Rev. Dr. Burchel Taylor who served as a
consultant during the process of developing this
theme, believes that it is a relevant and timely
call for the church to recommit confidence in
the Word, especially where new faith claims
are coming at us and faithfulness to the Word is
becoming a challenge.
Other participants have opined that this is an
opportune call for us to look at the word of God
in creative, transformative ways, relative to its
potential impact. As Christians for whom the
Word is central, we are called to engage this
ever- changing world with the stability that the
word of God faithfully offers.
See more New Decade, New Theme on page 13

President’s Message

Keeping Faith with the Word
M

in an ever-changing World

y sisters and brothers in Christ, I
greet you well.

The thematic call, Keeping Faith with the
Word in an ever-changing World comes to
us as a gracious and timely reminder of the
constancy of God’s faithfulness toward us,
amidst all that is constantly changing. It is
a summon for us to continue in prayerful
pursuit of the sovereign will of God and in
the process, to re-commit to new ways of
thinking, being and doing as expressions of
a spirituality steeped in discernment.
The call does not come to us in a vacuum.
It rises out of a process of honest self-criticism of our shared ministry and missional
explorations in this 21st century. The uncomfortable realities speak to growing levels of missional inertia in the West, increasing uncertainty regarding the church’s role
in bringing about stability in an increasingly secularized, plural and rapidly changing
global environment and an awareness of increasing cynicism and doubt regarding the
church’s relevance in today’s world.

EDITORIAL

We are convinced that any attempt to address these concerns will of necessity raise
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issues of Identity, Integrity, Mystery (of
the Word), Equity and Community. This
conviction has influenced the way in which
we have organized for ministry in this decade and will receive direct focus over the
five, two years cycle from 2020-2030.
But it would be remiss of us, to not appreciate the role that the coronavirus has played
in setting the stage for such ministry and
missional advance. While the verdict is still
out on the severity of its fulsome impact,
the undeniable fact is that Covid-19 has engineered much by way of change:
o

changes in the ways in which life is
being ordered;
changes in the nature of our human
relationships and interactions;
changes in how we do church, school
and treat with the environment;
changes in our travelling, trading
and transactions;
changes in relationships between
governments, institutions and systems;
changes in our understanding of
set norms and conventions as new
norms are being established.

o
o
o
o
o

2020 is unlike most years. Many feel they are on an apocalyptic watch. Pandemic, wildfires, tremors, hurricanes,
economic recession, social chaos, political tyranny/anarchy, deep psychological trauma. It promises to be of great
epochal significance, compared to great upheavals in earlier times, such as the 1918 flu pandemic and world wars
that raged 1914-1918 and 1939-45, killing millions.
Individuals and groups have had their own personal and
community upheavals and disruptions. In 2019 we have
had significant measle outbreaks in Malaysia, Philippines,
Samoa, Tonga, New Zealand, and elsewhere in the Asia
and the Pacific regions, as well as in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) in Africa and New York in the
United States. 2018 was a difficult year in parts of the
Middle East due to a respiratory syndrome outbreak, the
Nipah virus breakout in the state of Kerala, India, and the
Ebola outbreak in northwest DRC.
We could name other, less well-known cataclysmic events.
In other words, the world has had a constant stream of
medical and epidemiological emergencies compounded by natural disasters, environmental catastrophes, and
widespread social disquiet and unrest.
We feel we live in biblical times when Israel and the wider
Near East experienced unending disruptions. Wars, conflicts, political strife, intrigue, plagues, epidemics, painful
exile.
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If nothing else, Covid-19 has unmasked
and left exposed much that is wrong about
how resources, systems, institutions and
structures are organized in this world. Serious ethical dilemmas abound!
Everywhere we look, we witness massive
inequities: inequities of race, gender, age,
and of social class, all magnified by this
one microscopic destructive virus.
All of the limitations of our present health
care systems are on display. And both locally and globally, all of our human vulnerabilities have been brought into sharper
focus.
But within the very crisis are missional opportunities and the church must be encouraged to continue discerning and responding
in the power of the Spirit.
As a result of the coronavirus, we have
been witnessing and sharing in unprecedented selfless and sacrificial giving, the
outpouring of solidarity and support among
colleagues, church workers and families
within communities and the creativity of
countless think tanks, coming up with new

It was the prophets who filled the void and offered hope:
Comfort, comfort my people,
says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and proclaim to her
that her hard service has been completed,
that her sin has been paid for,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand
double for all her sins. (Isaiah 40:1, 2)
In these times, we too, desire to hear Isaiah’s words:
You who bring good news to Zion,
go up on a high mountain.
You who bring good news to Jerusalem,
lift up your voice with a shout,
lift it up, do not be afraid;
say to the towns of Judah,
“Here is your God!” (40:9)
The Jamaica Baptist Union theme, “Keeping Faith with
the Word in an Ever-Changing World,” is relevant and
prophetic. Words to hold on to as we face troubling times
and an uncertain future.
Yet, the future is not undetermined. God’s promise stands
sure. “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the
Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future’” (Jeremiah 29:11).
Eron Henry

Covid-19 worship solutions and survival
strategies. Ours is a commitment to pray
for divine inspiration as for this present
time, the entire global scientific community is working together toward one noble
cause, a vaccine. The private sector and
non-government organizations are actively
helping to create solutions, sharing material resources in the thrust toward the alleviating of human suffering. And yes, the
Christian community is discovering new
ways at experiencing unity as technology
functions heavily in facilitating new norms
of a common spirituality.
In all these things, God is showing us
the way of the future; what needs to be
changed and what is possible if we truly work together. If we were seeing signs
of the need to consider the real impact of
change, Covid-19 has accelerated it. We
could not have asked for a better “setting
of the stage” to merit an exploration of the
theme. We are in the midst of a revolution,
and in times like these, the Word of God
is the only constant. Let us keep faith with
the Word!

Norva O. Rodney
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From the Desk of the General Secretary
‘But we are not of those who shrink back
and are destroyed, but of those who believe
and are saved’ Hebrews 10:39
I am delighted that after many months another issue of the Jamaica Baptist Reporter
(JBR) has finally moved from gestation to
publication! Many thanks to our new Editor
and Chair of the Print Media Committee,
the Rev. Sherna-Gail Levy for responding,
without a murmur, to the Macedonian call
and, in a relatively short time, breaking the
drought, with another issue slated for early
2021.
The year 2020, and quite possibly 2021, will
forever be identified, if not defined by the
Novel Corona Virus and its related disease,
Covid-19 which has become a once-in-acentury pandemic. What began as a virus
affecting the distant reaches of the world (in
relation to Jamaica) soon caught our attention when on Tuesday, March 10, 2020 the
country received news of our first Covid-19
case. In fact, the Jamaica Baptist Union
(JBU) Executive Committee (ExCom) was
having its first meeting of the new two-year
administrative cycle when the news broke!
I cannot add any more graphic descriptions to the thousands already used to paint
a picture of how comprehensively life has
changed since then. Many of us probably
still pinch ourselves from time-to-time wondering if this is the same world we woke up
to at the beginning of the year. In a matter
of weeks words/terms like pandemic, ‘shelter in place’, lockdown, hotspot, quarantine/
isolation, etc. became regular expressions
of our vocabulary.
The Novel Corona Virus has brought to
mind a line from one of the verses of Luther’s hymn ‘A mighty Fortress is our God’
that says ‘one little word shall fell him’. Indeed ‘one little virus’ has brought the entire
world to its knees and reminded the human
race that we are indeed mere mortals!
And, lest the Church felt we were exempted,
it has taken away any temptation towards
triumphalism with our regular rhythm of
‘doing church’ being severely interrupted.
Our understanding of God, church, worship, fellowship, baptism, communion, etc.
has been confronted in ways that few, if
any, could have imagined before Covid-19.
Empty sanctuaries, but for the few who
were in a hurry to get to heaven, remain the
order of the day as the virtual space has become our vehicle for work and witness.
As a Union, we signalled clearly our generally supportive posture towards the spirit of the Covid-19 measures and urged our
denominational family to play their part in
safeguarding the good health of our communities, country and world. We were quite
heartened by the testimonies of how many
sought to be creative and imaginative in the
ongoing exercise of the ministry entrusted
to us. It was moving to hear how some of

3

our congregations and pastors intensified
their efforts at ensuring that persons were
not left out or left behind. In time, we shall
find ways to capture and share some of the
initiatives and interventions employed in
response to our missional calling as church.
Speaking of initiatives and interventions,
the denomination’s leaders, even before
the pandemic arrived on our shores, began
to develop response strategies, which over
time were refined. These included:
1)
Communication - we committed to
staying in touch with the family as often as
possible and made every effort to provide
accurate information, ideas/recommendations, encouragement, etc. This was done
via different platforms; letters and electronic means especially emails, “Christ For Today” (CFT), website and social media.
Among the initiatives were:
a)
Modification of the CFT format
to create a sense of inclusion and togetherness by adding more voices. We shaped it
by using some elements associated with a
‘typical Sunday morning corporate worship
service’. The responses were generally positive notwithstanding the difficulty in ensuring quality control in some instances;
b)
Launched project to benefit from
input of select persons in the preparation of
prayers and words of encouragement to be
shared via electronic media;
c)
Online Bible Studies on the theme
by our President via our YouTube Channel;
d)
Online Sunday School lessons by
our Christian Education Department;
e)
A time of Interceding and Interaction that was facilitated on LOVE 101 FM
and Microsoft Teams remote conferencing
platform.
2)
Ministry - Churches & Ministers
Encouragement and suggestions were offered concerning ministry ideas and structure of on-line corporate worship, inclusive
of a sample order of service. We tried to
keep the family focussed on what it meant
to be church and the need to continue exercising a witness of presence and service
amidst the changing regulations.
Links to access streamed corporate worship
services and bible studies were collected
and shared via email, website and social
media platforms. Information and observations on quality and reach are being collated
with a view to seeing what may be needed
to improve effectiveness.
3)
Administration/Working Together
We rolled out a remote conferencing/collaboration platform (Microsoft Teams) that
will become part of our Union’s long-term
infrastructure. Familiarity with it and other platforms continues to grow and all of
our workgroups (standing and select), have
been utilizing the facilities. Commendations are in order for the spirit of cooperation and flexibility demonstrated by those

THE JAMAICA BAPTIST REPORTER

I

DECEMBER 2020

invited to serve in the respective ministry
streams. This has allowed us to be generally
on target with our programmatic work.
The conventional wisdom is that the pandemic will continue to play an important
part in how our lives are organized well into
2021 and there is still so much to learn and
adopt. The jury is still out on the impact
that access to online platforms’ will have on
in-person corporate worship services and
events when the disease no longer hovers
over our heads. ‘But we are not of those
who shrink back and are destroyed, but of
those who believe and are saved’!
It is forgivable if some might have forgotten that we did have an Assembly this year
(and by the way, we do intend to have one
next year) and that we launched a decadal
and two-year focus when we met in February! Strenuous efforts are being made to
bring the new theme to the fore of the denomination’s consciousness and under normal circumstances, special thematic visits
would have been one method in doing so.
I use this medium to reiterate that for the
decade we will live out our calling under
the theme Keeping Faith with the Word in
an Ever-Changing World. The 2020-2022
focus will be Reaffirming Identity.
Among the decisions made by the General
Assembly was agreeing the team that will
comprise the Executive Committee over the
next two years. The Assembly also affirmed
the Rev. Norva Oliver Rodney, pastor of the
Kitson Town Circuit of Baptist Churches as
president.Joining him on this road as
leaders shall be:
VICE PRESIDENTS

Ms. Celia McKoy

		

Rev. Karl Henlin

GENERAL SECRETARY

Rev. Karl B. Johnson

TREASURER

Mr. Phillip Rattray

JBUMA SECRETARY

Rev. Robert Campbell

ASSOCIATE GENERAL
SECRETARYYOUTH
AND TRAINING

Rev. Merlyn Hyde Riley

IMMEDIATE PAST
PRESIDENT

Rev. Karen K. Kirlew

CLERK

Rev. Sherna-Gail Levy

WARDEN - U.T.C.W.I.

Rev. Trevor Edwards

DEPARTMENTAL REPRESENTATIVES
Christian Education

Rev. DeWayne WIlliams

Youth		

Ms. Joneil Powell

Jamaica Baptist
Women’s Federation

Mrs. Marine Cunningham

Jamaica Baptist
Union Brotherhood

Mr. Albert Daley

PARISH ASSOCIATIONS
Portland

Rev. Dayne Grant

St. Mary					
Rev. Racquel Buckley
Trelawny					
Rev. Frantz Camille
St. James

			
Ms. Angela Mullings

Westmoreland				
Rev. James Peart
Hanover 				
Rev. Sheldon Ashman

St. Elizabeth/Manchester			

Rev. Clement Clarke

Clarendon				
Rev. Brenard McDonald
St. Catherine				
Rev. Dwight Fraser
Kingston & St. Andrew			
Rev. Peter Harding

St. Thomas				
Ms Laura Levy

St. Ann 				
Rev. Michael Campbell

ELECTED MEMBERS
Rev. Neville Callam
Ms. Evadne Coye
Rev. Johnathan Hemmings
Rev. Karl Henlin
Mrs. Sylvia Henry
Rev. Dr. Glenroy Lalor
Rev. Dr. Stephen Jennings
Rev. Luke Shaw
Rev. Dr. Burchel Taylor
Rev. Doreen Wynter
Let us keep this team that God has set apart
for God’s work constantly in our prayers.
Allow me a personal word at this point. At
the General Assembly, the delegates accepted the recommendation of the Executive
Committee to invite me to continue serving for the period 2021-2026. I am deeply
grateful to God for bestowing God’s salvation upon me and for calling me to serve
God through the office of General Secretary
of the Jamaica Baptist Union. The Lord’s
grace continues to be sufficient for each task
and I am thankful for the support provided
especially from Yvette and the children and
through so many of you.
God’s blessings be yours continually and I
pray for your safety during the pandemic.

Karl B. Johnson

A

One-on-one
with President Norva Oliver Rodney

fter our JBU General
Assembly
held
in
February
2020,
the
Reverend Norva O.Rodney took
the reins of leadership of our
beloved Union. Months into his
leadership the Jamaica Baptist
Reporter had a chance to catch
up with him for a one-on-one
discussion.
JBR: Mr. President, thanks for
taking the time to share with us.
JBR: Many persons will see
you as President of the Jamaica
Baptist Union and pastor of the
Kitson Town Circuit of Baptist
Churches but tell us a little
more about who is Norva Oliver
Rodney?
My sister, greetings, I am grateful
for the opportunity to share in
this regard with you and with the
wider Christian family. I emerged
from humble beginnings, the last
of nine children to working-class
folks in Trinityville, St. Thomas.
Our parents functioned with a
spirituality which encouraged a
lifestyle of on-going reflection
on our lived experiences and on
how relationships were organized
in society. It is in retrospect that
I have realized how their humble
efforts have helped me in guarding
against unreflective engagements
and superficial relationships. Such
ethic carried its own consequences
which overtime have proven
formative. My being graced by
God with epilepsy from childhood
has served to deepen my quest
for meaning. To such extent, I am
indebted to a few persons who
God has used along the way to aid
my self-understanding. Particular
mention must be made of my
pastor, the late Rev. Dr. Renford
Maddix and of my formative years
at the Mico Teachers’ College. For
the last 25 years, God has used
Naomi, my wife and Dain our
daughter to add an appreciable
measure of mirth to my life.
JBR: In what ways do you feel
that God has prepared you to
lead our union in such a time as
this?
God has been faithful. Over the
years, the Spirit has guided me into
an appreciation of God’s calling
upon my life, to shepherd the flock
of Jesus Christ at the local church,
as the most significant calling that
one can experience in this earthly
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life. Consequently, enabled by
divine wisdom and buttressed by
grace, the lessons being learned
and experiences being acquired
as an ordained minister of the
Word and Sacrament have been
contributing in remarkable ways
to how God in Christ by the
power of the Holy Spirit has been
preparing me for this relatively
brief, yet important tenure of
service. Upon graduating from
United Theological College of the
West Indies, I served for a
decade within the Bethany Circuit
in St. Ann. I then accepted the call
to the pastorate of the Kitson Town
Circuit and have been serving
here since March 2004. Engaging
with the people of God in both
circuits have served to deepen and
enrich my spirituality and pastoral
acumen. Again, I speak with an
acute sense of my indebtedness
to God, for exemplary church and
community leaders in Bethany and
Kitson Town circuits. By way of
their patience and faithfulness to
God, I have grown into discovering
much about God’s people, about
myself and of the Christian values
and virtues required for effective
servant-leadership in this world.
JBR: Mr. President, history will
record that you were in the seat
at the beginning of the Novel
Coronavirus Pandemic, how has
it impacted you and your tenure
so far?
I understand your question and
will be more inclusive with my
response. I am doing so since
any contextual assessment of
the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic is a measurement of
how we have together, been
attending and responding to it, as
a community of faith. And while
it is still somewhat early to speak
definitively, there is still much for
which we ought to be thankful.
Probably, at this time, the most
telling impact of COVID-19
has been the way in which life
has been altered by this one
microscopic destructive virus.
Not many persons can recall a
time in their lives when any set
of circumstances required the
protracted closure of sanctuaries
and restrictions on worship
opportunities. The verdict is still
out regarding the full impact of the
lockdown of communities and the
stay at home orders on individuals
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and on their family lives. The
mental, spiritual and psycho-social
impact of the coronavirus on our
children and our senior citizens
will make for compelling research
and reflection. At a time when the
ministry of the church is largely
supported by the unflagging
commitment of our seniors, we
cannot relax our efforts at affirming
their own resolve at surviving this
life-threatening crisis.
And yet, amidst the painful
loss of lives and the anxieties
occasioned by the virus, the onset
of this challenge has presented
us with an unenviable but fitting
context for our interaction with
the theme, keeping faith with the
Word in an ever-changing world.
The courageous and creative
ways in which our leadership and
members have adapted to virtual
worship and missional offerings as
a viable option have been equally
impressive. God has been
glorifying himself through the
character of stewardship among
the JBU Officers’ team, the
Executive Committee, the Pastoral
team and the local leadership
within our churches. The
redemptive and sacrificial ways
in which we have been seeking to
inspire hope and maintain faithful
missional presence, along with a
discernible readiness to engage
more compassionately have been
positively impacting.
Finally, it is becoming increasingly
obvious that COVID-19 has
unmasked much about what has
been missing from our church life
and has at the same time, revealed
much about what we can become,
if we were to give ourselves to
reaffirming our identity in Christ.
JBR: You were integral in
the conception of the Unions
new Decadal theme “ Keeping
faith…” and sub- themes, how
has the theme been guiding you
as President and Pastor?
The theme emerged from a
dynamic process of reflective
appraisal, honest self-criticism
and forward thinking. We owe
much to the members of the
Union’s Steering Committee who
through retreats and workshops,
consultations and deliberations,
sought to discern the mind of God
for the church for such time as
this.

The call is an invitation
to a lifestyle of reflection
and action. The expression
“keep faith with the Word”
assumes that there is much
in such spirituality which
commits us to a kind
of stubborn resistance
to the distractions
and distortions
w h i c h
threaten life
and witness
in this postmodern age.
At one and
the same
time the
process of
engaging
t h i s
theme
h a s
b e e n
b o t h
foundational and
futuristic. It is
foundational because
it comes at the commencement of
a new decade and as such, much
depends on how we communicate
the timeliness and relevance of
this call at this juncture. It is
futuristic because in envisaging
the missional challenges and
opportunities for the decade, we
have to facilitate an understanding
of the interconnectedness of the
sub-themes. We are hoping that
each will build upon the preceding
one, so that by the end of the
decade, the church would have
played its part in helping the
nation, realize our Vision 2030
aspirations and contribute in
wholesome ways to the pursuit of
human flourishing
Personally speaking, the local
church remains the primary context
to test the validity of our vision.
As pastor, I have been ensuring
that the call to the presidency
does not result in a disconnection
from the Dover, Shiloh and Kitson
Town congregations. Much of my
thoughts and ideas relative to the
theme, are being worked out in
scheduled Bible Study services
and in dutifully preparing for and
delivering sermons.
JBR: Could you break down
the theme for us and share with
the constituency how this and
the different sub- themes are
expected to manifest practically
in our everyday lives?

So the larger decadal theme is
“Keeping Faith with the Word in
an ever changing World” and as
you can imagine, we had to make
a quantum leap from articulating
a theoretical concept to answer to
how will this call find practical
expression within the ministry and
missional commitments of our
Union.
Out of the process referenced
earlier, we envisaged five issues
which are mushrooming as we
speak, which are intersecting
each other and which we believe
will feature prominently in this
current decade. We discerned that
the mission and ministry of the
church will emerge as we seek to
grapple with real and perceived
threats which have to do with the
following;
i)
Identity, the issue of
what constitutes or makes for
meaningful self-understanding;
ii)
Mystery, (re: the Word
of God) seen in an assumed selfsufficiency in our trying to make
sense of life or in grasping the
transcendent dimensions of life,
without and apart from divine
disclosure;
iii)
Integrity, the unwise
substitution of a popular public
image of efficiency,

CONT’D ON PAGE 8

Window on the Word
Is the Bible
Inerrant or not?

by Rev. Clinton Chisholm
Rev. Chisholm is a former Academic Dean
of the Caribbean Graduate School of Theology, a retired Baptist Pastor and Christian
Apologist.
“…the books contained within the Bible
were written by man, who is fallible and
therefore prone to error. Bearing this in
mind, it is disingenuous to know that all the
chapters in the Bible were written by human
hands and insist that the documentations are
perfect.” (Dr. Michael Abrahams, Gleaner,
30/12/19)
I am quite aware that there are many trained
theologians/Pastors across the denominational divide and biblical scholars who
share Dr. Abrahams’ view quoted above but
I want to challenge the logic of the implied
maxim “to err is human therefore humans
always err”.
This is a non sequitur (the therefore part does
not follow necessarily from what preceded
it We begin with a look at the notion of biblical inspiration. Inspiration re the Bible, according to Norman Geisler and William Nix
“…is that mysterious process by which the
divine causality worked through the human
prophets without destroying their individual
personalities and styles to produce divinely authoritative and inerrant writings.” (In
their A General Introduction to the Bible,
1986, p. 39)
Does the Bible suggest anything about its
inspiration or is this a construct foisted on
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the Bible by overly zealous conservative
scholars? Lawyer and biblical linguist the
late Gleason Archer mentions biblical texts
that suggest inspiration cum inerrancy. Mt.
5:18 is rendered by Archer thus: “For verily I [Christ] say unto you, till Heaven and
earth pass, one jot [the smallest letter in the
Hebrew alphabet] or one tittle [a distinguishing projection in Hebrew letters] shall
in no wise pass from the Law [the Old Testament], till all be fulfilled.
This indicates that not only the thoughts
conveyed by Scripture, but also the individual words themselves, as valid vehicles
of those thoughts and as spelled out by individual letters, are possessed of infallible
truth and will surely find their fulfillment
and realization.” (A Survey of Old Testament Introduction, 1994, p. 29) For Archer, the linguist, the description in 2 Tim.
3:16 of all Scripture being theopneustos
or God-breathed means “‘breathed out by
God’ rather than ‘breathed into by God’.
The emphasis is upon the divine origin of
the inscripturated revelation itself rather
than upon a special quality infused into the
words of Scripture.” (Archer, op. cit., p. 29,
note 7. See a similar argument in Geisler
and Nix op.cit., p. 36 and in Wayne Grudem,
Systematic Theology: An Introduction to
Biblical Doctrine, 1994, pages 74-75)
The Greek-English Lexicon of the New
Testament Based on Semantic Domains
seems to concur saying of theopneustos
“pertaining to a communication which has
been inspired by God.” (Johannes P. Louw
& Eugene Nida, Vol. 1, 1989, p. 418)
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Concerning 2 Peter 1:21, Archer says: “‘The
prophecy [the Old Testament prophetic Scriptures] came not in old time by the
will of man: but holy men of God spake as
they were moved [carried along, as the wind
bears a sailing ship] by the Holy Ghost.’ In
their speech (as committed to writing) these
Old Testament authors who prophesied of
Christ were supernaturally carried into inerrant truth, truth that is not to be subjected
to mere ‘private interpretation’ (v. 20)” (Archer, op. cit., p. 30)
It is precisely because humans were involved in the process why some scholars
believe it is indefensible if not impossible
to make sense of an inspired inerrant Bible.
Thus, the respected textual critic and selfstyled agnostic or atheist, Bart Ehrman,
says as a result of his graduate studies in
Greek and textual criticism: “I began seeing
the New Testament as a very human book.
The New Testament as we actually have it,
I knew, was the product of human hands,
the hands of the scribes who transmitted it.
Then I began to see that not only the scribal
text but the original text itself was a very
human book.” (In his Misquoting Jesus,
2005, p. 211)
My intellectual father, Lawyer, Theologian
and Philosopher Prof. John Warwick Montgomery isolated and chided the heart of this
kind of thinking long before Ehrman became popular, when he wrote: “The stark
phrase ‘to err is human’ has been repeated so often and so uncritically through
the centuries…that it has unjustifiably
been raised to the level of a metaphysical

principle. But a moment’s reflection will
show that, while man frequently errs, he
does not err all the time, or in any given
case necessarily. The directions for operating my washing machine, for example,
are literally infallible: if I do just what
they say, the machine will respond…To
be human is not necessarily to err, as Jesus surely demonstrated by His incarnate
life.” (In his edited work God’s Inerrant
Word, 1974, 33, 35)
Years ago Gleason Archer visited Jamaica
and I had the honour of interviewing him in
our Baptist recording studio. Knowing his
penchant for languages I asked him to tell
me the languages he had under his belt. He
mentioned the first set and named about 8
Ancient Near eastern languages, the 2nd set
was another 6, all impinging on biblical issues, not to mention of course he said, the
modern languages required for scholarly
academic work. I then popped the million
dollar question “Dr. Archer, knowing all
that you do from your years of study and
teaching at the graduate level do you still
believe that the Bible is inerrant?”
Without hesitation he said: “Clinton, I know
too much to believe otherwise.”
Though not in his league, academically, I
share his view. Archer is the author of the respected Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties
which deals with most if not all of the issues
raised by my Friend Michael as objections
to the doctrine of an inerrant Bible. I have
yet to encounter an objection to biblical inerrancy that I cannot refute or clarify!

Annual George Liele Lecture

of the Jamaica Baptist Union.
Rev. Wynter posited that women
within the Jamaica Baptist Union
(JBU) “have contributed significantly to its ministry and mission”
also highlighted the role that the
‘pioneering spirit’ present within
the women played in establishing
some very important work in the
Jamaica Baptist Union.

I

n October of 2019, the Jericho
Baptist Church, situated in Ewarton St. Catherine was host to
the much anticipated 16th Annual
George Liele lecture. This celebrated lecture is named after the Rev.
George Liele who pioneered Bap-

ministry of the Rev. George Liele.
This year’s lecture was delivered
by the Rev. Doreen Wynter, pastor
of the Jones Town Circuit of Baptist
churches.
Rev. Wynter, the first female to be

So many women have played a
significant part in the building and
empowering of the lives of many
through their dedication and great
vision. Unfortunately, this is a little
known fact which often times has
been “glossed over”. This is due to a
number of reasons. In her presentation, Rev. Wynter raised some issues
of concern. Factors that may have
unfortunately caused the minimalization, and dismissal of the depth
and extent of the impact and contribution of the women in ministry.
Among the concerns she raised was
the issue of documentation, as she
lamented that there are limited records or documentation on the contribution of women within the JBU.
She implored us to write the narrative… to let the records show.

tist witness in Jamaica as early as
1784. The lecture coincided with the
Church’s celebration of 185 years of
Christian witness.

accepted to be trained as a full time
Pastor in the Jamaica Baptist Union,
explored the topic: ‘Women in the
life of the Baptist Church: Impact
and Contribution.” In her presentaThis was a very fitting partnership as tion she underscored the important
the rich legacy of the Jericho Bap- role that women have played and
tist Church can be traced back to the continue to play within the churches
6
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She pointed out that while it is difficult to quantify the positive impact
on the lives of congregants, transformation of lives has taken place.
Many women are playing a significant role in the formation of future
leaders and are themselves pastoral administrative and organization
leaders as well as advocacy and policy shapers.

She challenged the audience towards
a consciousness-raising Era within
the JBU through further discussions
on the contribution of women.
She further challenged those gathered at the lecture to: “Re-evaluate
the stereotyping of women” and reminded women that “our stories, our
lived experiences are testimonies of
the gift and grace of God which can
inspire and challenge other women
for service” and to use the biblical
narrative on the role of women as
“teaching points for the church and
the liberation of women.”
The 16th Annual George Liele lecture, for the audience proved to be
inspiring, challenging, and informative. No doubt leaving many motivated to build on the work of so
many of our unsung heroines, and
to spread the word of their work and
worth as together by God’s grace
and enabling we work to further the
mission and ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Assembly Highlights 2020

Opening Day

The 170th General Assembly of the Jamaica Baptist Union was convened on February 19, 2020 under the new decade long
theme: ‘Keeping Faith with the Word in an
Ever-Changing World.’ The biennial foci
for 2020-2022, Reaffirming Identity, was
explored over the five days of the Assembly
in the form of a question and response: How
Will They Know You? This question and
response on personal and collective identity with respect to the Word in this changing
World was closely examined throughout the
reports and presentations delivered.
The first day ‘Known by our Living’ officially began with the registration of the attendees including the delegates and ministers from the 338 churches in Jamaica and
Haiti. You could feel the excitement as conversations filled the air as persons connected and reconnected with each other. The
Ministers gathered for its annual sitting of
the Ministers’ Conference and the delegates
convened in the Delegates’ Conference.
The day culminated with the greatly anticipated opening service of the Assembly. As
we gathered in the sanctuary for worship
and fellowship, we could sense the presence
of God and the excitement and energy which
greeted the opening night of the Assembly.
The energy and excitement that permeated
the atmosphere carried through the entire
service as we worshipped guided by the
day’s emphasis “Known by our Living”.
The singing was rich and joyous and two
most anticipated elements of the service, the
choir’s musical offering and the presidential
address did not disappoint. The Assembly
Choir thrilled and challenged the worshippers with the powerful rendition of Psalm
24 written by the late Noel Dexter.
Then came the Presidential Address which
had as its subject ‘Known by our Living Celebrating Identity’ by our beloved history
embracing president, the Rev Karen Kirlew.
Her address was followed by a moment of
reflection, a time of prayer and the opportunity to acknowledge each other. With our
Identity Reaffirmed we recessed from the
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opening service committed to be Known by
our Living.
And so, the first day of the 170th General
Assembly came to an end and when all is
said and done it is a day to be remembered.

Day 2
Day two of the 2020 Assembly began with
Bible Study. Our presenter for the week
was the Rev Doreen Wynter, pastor of the
Jones Town circuit of Baptist Churches.
With the day’s response being ‘Known by
our Light’, Rev. Doreen Wynter began the
Bible Study Series raising thought provoking questions for us to ponder as we explore
the subject of Affirming Identity. She had
us considering how as disciples of Christ
in this ever-changing world, as individuals,
churches, and the Union we were living out
this identity. She indicated that the disciples
are those who confess to a life that is:
1. “easily recognizable and incontestable by
the detractors”.
2. “exhibits a boldness and persistence in
the witness of Christ in times of opposition”.
3. “engages in the mission of Jesus dependent on the power of the Holy Spirit”.
4. “unforgettable as we make a difference in
the life of people for Jesus”.
The Bible study left the Assembly with
much mull over as we reflected on the
theme, Keeping Faith with the Word in an
Ever-Changing World - Reaffirming Identity. How will they know you?

David Jellyman Lecture
“Created in God’s Image – Small Membership Churches & Other Churches in the
Jamaica Baptist Union”. This was the topic
for The David Jellyman Lecture 2020 which
was presented by Rev. Dr. Neville Callam,
retired General Secretary of the Baptist
World Alliance and JBU minister.
It was quite thought-provoking lecture that
challenged us to reflect on our understanding of our identity in light of the prevalence
of Small Membership Churches (SMC’s) in
the JBU. Rev. Callam began by referencing
Genesis 1: 27 which stipulated that we are
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made in the image of God. He argued that
if indeed we are made in the image of God,
then we need to be more careful in of how
critical we are of others and other congregations that do not fit into our prescribed
understanding of how they should be. He
defined a church as the people joined in
community by the covenant relationship
with the living God. He was quick to point
out that even though a SMC’s may be classified as having between 1 and 60 members
they have standing before God regardless of
size and that being small didn’t mean deficient.
Utilising demographic from National Census of 2011 and the JBU Church Return
Forms he established how widespread
SMC’S were. He then postulated the view
that SMC’s should not be treated as failing,
having arrested growth or remnant congregations. Rather, they should be viewed as
a different model of church from the large
churches.
While presenting the strengths and weaknesses of SMC’s as well as issues surrounding their nature and location, Rev. Callam,
in his usual calm and collected tone, extrapolated some critical conclusions for the
Jamaica Baptist Union and its Ministers to
consider. Rev. Dr. Callam concluded that
the largest group of JBU affiliated churches are SMC’s. Therefore, a special emphasis should be placed on this category of our
churches.

Sectional Meetings
The Jamaica Baptist Union Youth Sectional
Meeting 2020 explored one of the greatest
challenges among our youths today - “Identity Crisis”. A panel comprising of:
 Dea. Dr. Gilzene Fearon, an Educator,
Counsellor and Author;
 Rev Gareth Irvin, Pastor for the Balaclava Circuit of Baptist Churches and a
trained Counsellor
 Ade Brown, Youth Director of the Mona
Baptist Church also a trained Counsellor
with the Family Life Ministries
 Shanique Shand of the New Testament
Church, Entrepreneur, Author and
Speaker.

assisted the group in its reflections. The result was a fruitful two hour discourse that
led the group to consider how they can
assist persons to deal with this issue. The
session came to an end with an altar call to
pray for those individuals who need release
from the bondage of identity crisis and the
participants left for the evening service at
the Boulevard Baptist Church empowered
as we sang “We are a chosen Generation”.
Over 100 men from across the island gathered for the JBUB Sectional Meeting. The
Sub-theme for the Meeting was “Affirming
our Identity as We Unite to Fulfil God’s Purpose”. Highlights of the meeting included
the installation of the new JBUB Executive
Team led by President Albert Daley, a presentation by Rev. Dr. Stephen Jennings on
mentoring men and the presentation of the
four-pronged vision plan for the next two
years by the new president.
The JBUWF saw over 650 women from
across the island congregating for the sectional meeting led by the new president
Mrs. Marine Cunningham. Highlights of
the gathering included a greeting from the
General Secretary of the JBU, the introduction of the new executive, the testimonies
of two young federation members and the
President’s message.
The final event for the day was the Service
of Lament and Healing. It was just as the
name suggested. A time of meaningful worship as the worshippers were prayed for and
they joined in prayer lamenting to God about
issues of family life, human relationships,
nations, and the churches. The epilogue by
Rev Karl Henlin resonated with many as he
encouraged the gathering with John 16 v 33
“…in this world you will have trouble. But
take heart! I have overcome the world” NIV.
Rejoicing the worshippers departed singing
“Take the name of Jesus with you”.

Day 3
We continued with our Bible Study session
on day three with Rev Wynter directing our
attention to reflect on the topic ‘Fostering
Communities’. She employed ACTS 11:1929 as the scriptural basis of our reflection.

Assembly Highlights 2020
For ninety minutes the delegates and ministers engaged in conversation and contemplation around one of the five topics that were
featured this year namely The Forgotten
Fruit: Kindness, Goodness and Gentleness;
Who is a Successful Christian; Margins or
Marketplace; Disruptive Discipleship and
What would Jesus Tweet.
The Bible Study with its focus on communities and the five workshops provided solid
foundation for the rest of the day’s engagement that saw Assembly 2020 shifted gears
into “praxis in action”. Delegates, observers, and ministers made their way to Downtown Kingston where several missional activities took place.
The trek took some to the United Theological College of the West Indies (UTCWI),
the seat of theological training for Baptist
ministerial students, for a tour of the facility; this helped the attendees to further affirm
how the Baptist identity of our Ministers in
Training is shaped theologically.
Others were shuttled to Jacob’s Well, The
Lord’s Place and East Queen Street Baptist Church. This Mission Blitz sought to

remind us of our roots as Baptists, actively engaged in seeking to reach the lost and
suffering by meeting them at their point
of need. Later scores of us gathered at the
Children’s Monument to publicly voice our
disapproval and condemnation once again
against all forms of acts of violence or abuse
towards our nation’s children in general and
the vulnerable in general.
The cordoned-off road was filled with Baptists, passersby, representatives from the police and students from the Calabar and Sligoville Primary Schools. The gathering was
addressed by the Rev. Karen Kirlew, CD
and the Children’s Advocate Mrs. Diahann
Gordon Harrison who both made impassioned pleas for us to nurture our children
and solidify the positive values we want to
see in them as tomorrow’s citizens.
The day ended with an evangelistic service
in the East Queen Street Baptist Church
yard with praise being lifted to God for His
continuous outworking in the life of the
community. There was praise in worship led
by Rev. Wynton Williams and a team from
Hanover Street Baptist Church, the proclamation of the word by Bro. Tyrone Bar-

nett from Old Harbour Baptist and Gospel
artiste Jermaine Edwards ended the night’s
proceedings with a slew of popular songs.

Day 4

On Saturday, the fourth day of Assembly
2020 we paid tribute to all the lay leaders of
our beloved Union who exited this life since
last we met in 2019 in Montego Bay. It was
obvious from the responses of some of the
family members of these lay leaders that
joined in the service that they were grateful
that the service of their loved one was remembered all while the grieving continued.
Of note is the retirement of two giants of
our beloved Union. Revds. Jeffery McKenzie and Clinton Chisholm were lauded for
their Christian commitment and deep-seated
faith in God demonstrated through their involvement in and outstanding contributions
to the life of the denomination and Christian
witness in general.
They have both left legacies from which
those who follow will find faithful witness
worthy of emulation.

bled for its final Plenary for 2020. During
this session, a few selected issues were
discussed, resolutions were received and
passed and the election of the of the Executive Committee for the next two years were
selected and or affirmed.
In the concluding Bible Study, Rev. Wynter
proposed that the church today should discover mission in reverse, discern what God
is doing now, become centres where others
will be empowered, breach economic barriers within society, and undergird the work
she does with the God’s grace.

Closing Services
Baptist from all walks of life from the fourteen parishes of Jamaica congregated at the
National Arena for the closing services of
the 170th General Assembly dubbed ‘Assembly 2020’.
The morning service focussed on ‘Known
by our legacy’ was led by Mrs. Claudette
Robinson-Shaw from the Linstead Baptist Church and the preacher was Rev Oral
White, our Missioner Pastor

After a brief break, the Assembly reassem-

SEE MORE ON PAGE 19

CONT’D FROM PAGE 4
competence and popular appeal
for ethical and moral consistency
and probity;
iv)
Poverty, the unjust
deprivation of the necessary
opportunities,
services
and
resources for a life of viable
dignity;
v)
Community,
the
distortion and/or denial of
authentic neighbourliness.
It is our hope that this break-out
will serve as a missional road
map for the churches of the JBU
for the next ten years. Further
deliberations have resulted in our
giving definition to the five twoyear sub-themes accordingly:
2020-2022… Reaffirming Identity
2022-2024… Embracing the Mystery
2024-2026… Pursuing Integrity
2026-2028… Countering Poverty
2028-2030… Rebuilding Community
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Our ultimate aim is to engage in
ministry and mission during this
decade in ways that will result
in qualitative transformation of
lives, thereby registering a visible
uptick in how we see ourselves
as God’s covenant people with
a mandate of bringing back this
broken world into harmony with
God’s original intentions.
JBR: You have a number of
roles that you carry out on a
daily basis, what has been the
most unexpected / surprising
experience(s) in your journey
so far?
In these days and times, the call
to the presidency of our beloved
Union invites the capacity to be
pastoral in word and work and
to maintain a Christ-centred,
cruci-formed focus amidst all
sorts of allurements, enticements
and distractions. Since assuming
the office, my more extensive
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responsibilities have enlarged
my awareness of the spiritual
resilience of our people. The
average Baptist member functions
with an admirable sense of
denominational loyalty, a virtue
which challenges me to be faithful
in celebrating and nurturing it
during my tenure.

grateful I am for those occasional
messages or calls from persons,
who based upon an informed
understanding of the present
moment, chose to just reassure
me of their sincere prayers, while
encouraging my focused and
faithful service, in-spite of the
challenging circumstances.

Having witnessed the things I
have over the years, it is hard to
speak of surprises. I will however
speak to my profound sense of
appreciation for the way in which
our pastors, moderators and
church leaders have been rising
to the challenges implicit in the
thematic call of keeping faith with
the Word in an ever-changing
World. The pandemic has done
nothing to quench the zeal of our
people. If anything, it has fanned
into flame our historic legacy
of unflinching determination
and steadfast hope. Amidst all
this, please allow me to say how

JBR: What is your prayer for
our Union and country as you
serve in the office of President?
My prayer is that notwithstanding
the difficulties which occasion
our living in this ever-changing
world, the church will still stand
up and stand out as a moral
guardian of the wider society.
I pray that as we seek so to be
and to do, reaffirming our unique
covenantal identity in Christ
will remain an uncompromising
moral imperative. My prayer is
that through a rededication of our
lives to sacrificial servanthood

and a re-engaging of the mission
of God from the ground up, we
will grow in confidence, trusting
God to enable us to advance
God’s kingdom purposes in lifeaffirming ways.
My hope is that during this
decade of ministry and missional
engagements, we will grow in our
embrace of this theme as a robust,
counter-cultural call for us to trust
the power of God’s transforming
love.
Ours is still a mandate to grow the
church in the power of the Spirit.
As we strive at being faithful, may
the Triune God grant us grace to
always recognize our common
humanity and to respond to these
changing times with uncommon
hospitality.
Thanks so much for facilitating
this missional exposé with our
family members.

We remember them…

Revds. Allan Lewis, Denzil Robertson, Luther Gibbs

T

TRIBUTE DELIVERED AT FUNERAL SERVICE OF THE REV. ALLAN BRADMAN LEWIS
AT THE EAST QUEEN STREET BAPTIST CHURCH, KINGSTON,
ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2019 AT 10:00 A.M.

he Jamaica Baptist Union (JBU)
is grateful to God for an opportunity to reflect on the life of one
created by Him and called into the fulltime ministry of His church. We do so
conscious of the fact that there are always lessons for us to learn from the
lives of each other about the ways of
God and the living of life.
When we think of the Rev. Allan Bradman Lewis, we think of him as belonging to a still too small group of persons
who said Yes to God’s call upon their
lives after retiring from another sphere
of engagement.
A member of the Jamaica Constabulary Force (JCF) for the majority of his
working life, the Union’s annals record
how he did not resist the pull of the Holy
Spirit and shared, from as early as 1984,

his driven desire to serve the pastoral
vocation within the JBU. In a letter to
our then General Secretary, the Rev. Mr.
Lewis, then an Assistant Commissioner
Police stationed in Area 3, shared that
he has been ‘under conviction to offer
himself for the full-time ministry’.
That enquiry opened a line of communication and exploration that eventually
led to him accepted for full-time ministry in 1990 and assigned to the Lawrence Tavern circuit of Baptist churches,
in St. Andrew. He was commissioned on
August 30, 1990 and, after successfully
completing his probationary period, he
was ordained on Thursday, September
10, 1992 in a service held at the Mt.
Charles Baptist church.
Brother Lewis gave over a decade in
the service of God through the denom-

ination primarily through the pastorate of the Lawrence Tavern circuit and
the oversight of the Union Hill Baptist
church.
We place on record, in the context of
this service, our gratitude to God for
allowing his servant to serve in those
congregations from which he retired
from active full-time pastoral ministry
in 2001.
Over those years, he came to be admired
as a leader with commendable organizational and administrative abilities; as
one who was a good steward of time;
and a strong and influential preacher.
Many were touched by his ministry and
shaped by his presence in their lives and,
in fact, just recently, on September 5, we
ordained a young minister who was bap-

tized by the Rev. Mr. Lewis.
We also pay tribute to him as one who
was willing on many occasions to answer the call of the denomination to
serve.
Specifically, we call to mind his willingness to serve our media ministry as
co-announcer for our flagship radio programme Christ for Today. He shared that
role with Mrs. Rubye Gibbs (deceased).
The Jamaica Baptist Union honours the
memory of, and pays tribute to, a fellow
servant now called home and we thank
God for loaning him to the Union, and
to so many others. Indeed, we say conviction ‘The Lord has given; the Lord
has taken away; Blessed be the name of
the Lord’.
Amen.

TRIBUTE DELIVERED AT FUNERAL SERVICE OF THE REV. DENZIL SALVADOR ROBERTSON
AT THE BOULEVARD BAPTIST CHURCH, 2A WASHINGTON BOULEVARD,
ON FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2019 AT 10:00 A.M.
The Jamaica Baptist Union is grateful to
God for an opportunity to reflect on the
life of one created and called by God to
a special vocation within God’s church.
We do so conscious of the fact that there
are always lessons for us to learn from
the lives of each other about the ways of
God and the living of life.
And, as many of us know, it is so often, not until death that rigorous effort is
expended in understanding and learning
from one’s life. It is then that through
the lenses of our rear-view mirrors, utterances, positions, actions and even
personalities are contextualized and
from time-to-time appreciated.
One could use 1953 as the commencement of the formal relationship between
Falmouth born (a descriptor that he appeared fond of utilizing) Rev. Denzil
Salvador (or as he wrote so often Salvador Denzil) Robertson. It was then that
he entered the hallowed halls of Calabar
Theological College and from there to
Spurgeons College, London, England in
1956 as the recipient of a Baptist Mis-
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sionary Society (BMS) scholarship.
That was a high honour and a testament
of his scholastic and intellectual ability
and competence.
At Spurgeon’s College the Rev. Denzil
Robertson was more than a statistic…
he was an outstanding student who attracted the attention and admiration of
professors and peers alike. He received
prizes for pastoralia and evangelism and
was acknowledged to be a man with a
gifted mind and speech.
Upon his return to Jamaica in 1959 he
was ordained to the full-time pastoral
ministry in July of that year at the Hanover Street Baptist church and assumed
the pastorate of the Port Antonio circuit
shortly thereafter. His pastoral assignments saw him serving the Gardner’s
View/Hope Hill unit until 1977 when he
it was reorganized and he remained at
Hope Hill through to his retirement in
2002.
Anyone who knew the Rev. Mr. Robertson or simply perused his writings
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would be left in no doubt of his three
great loves namely the church, community and education. These trinity of
passions were major driving forces in
his life as he seemed to have formed the
view that they were critical if Jamaica
and Jamaicans were to develop and realize our God-endowed potential. Such
was his commitment to community that
he experimented with the establishment
of an ecumenical community orientated
church project in Rennock Lodge, East
Kingston, in between his Port Antonio
and Gardner’s View/Hope Hill sojourns.
His love for church was also evident in
his retirement as he is numbered as one
of the first members of the then Sydenham Baptist Mission.
His love for education was manifested
in the number of stints he did in several
schools Meadowbrook, Kingston Technical, Jamaica College and Calabar, to
name some. Speaking of Calabar he had
a vision of developing the property into
a kind of one-stop educational facility
which would include a College. An integral part of his vision for Calabar was

the continued ministry of a Chaplain
and offered himself for a short while
even without being formally requested.
Among the characteristics that adorned
our brother was his penchant for parrhesia – free, frank and fearless speech!
One never seemed to have to wonder
for long what he thought of them or any
number of situations.
His stridency, outspokenness and fearlessness led to him making his points
and views heard from our Mission
Centre then at 6 Hope Road to Jamaica
House. He contributed regularly to the
Opinion column in the Daily Gleaner as
he championed a vision of wholeness
for his country.
The Jamaica Baptist Union honours the
memory of, and pays tribute to, a fellow
servant now called home and we thank
God for loaning him to the Union, and
to so many others. Indeed we say conviction ‘The Lord has given; the Lord
has taken away; Blessed be the name of
the Lord’.

Delegates’ Conference

Ministers’ Conference

Rev. Doreen Wynter – Bible Study
Presenter
Opening Service – section of the crowd

Political Ombudsman Mrs. Donna Parchment Brown shares a moment
with former Governor General, The Most Honourable Professor
Sir Kenneth Hall and Lady Hall (at the Opening Service)

Rev. Karen Kirlew delivering her last
Presidential message at the Opening Service

Ministers and Delegates at the 170th
General Assembly

Rev. Everton Jackson making a point
at Assembly Talk

Deacon Lilly Samuels (Mona Baptist)
serving soup at the Hanover Street Baptist
Church Outreach

Mrs. Sylvia Henry, Past President, Women’s Federation
applying olive oil during Thursday night’s Healing Service

– Rev. Karl Henlin, Worship Leader, Healing Service
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Ministry in Dance at Thursday’s Healing Service

Mrs. Claudette Robinson
Shaw, member of the
Linstead Baptist Church
Leader of the Sunday
Morning Service
– Mrs. Diahann Gordon Harrison (centre) Children’s Advocate flanked by (L-R) Rev. Dr.
Stephen Jennings (Pastor, Mona circuit of Baptist churches), Rev. Norva Rodney (incoming President), Rev. Karen Kirlew (outgoing President) and a delegate at Secret Garden
Memorial in Downtown, Kingston

Senator The Honourable Floyd Morris, representing the Leader of the Opposition at
the Sunday Service at the National Arena

Missioner Pastor in Panama, Rev. Oral White,
preacher at the Sunday morning Closing Service
His Excellency, the Most Honourable, Sir Patrick Allen,
Governor General of Jamaica bringing greetings to the
gathering

Worshippers gathered for the Closing Service

Rev. Karen Kirlew passing the baton to
President Norva Rodney
a section of the mass choir

a section of the Children’s mass choir
Youth performing at the Service of Commitment

11

THE JAMAICA BAPTIST REPORTER

I

Gospel
Artiste, Jermaine
Edwards ministering to
the crowd on the grounds
at the East Queen Street
Baptist Church
DECEMBER 2020

A section of the crowd at the Mission Encounter at the East Queen Street
Baptist Church

We remember them…
Revds. Allan Lewis, Denzil Robertson, Luther Gibbs

Rev. Luther Gibbs, CD, JP acclaimed as
visionary leader, trailblazer & faithful pastor
Erica James-King

H

UNDREDS of persons
from the local, national and
international communities
turned out on Saturday, July 6 at
the Boulevard Baptist Church to
give thanks for and celebrate the
life, ministry and legacy of the late
Reverend Luther Benjamin Gibbs. The
Thanksgiving Service acclaimed and
reaffirmed the Rev. Gibbs as playing a
phenomenal role as visionary leader,
statesman, veteran pastor, mentor,
church planter, builder, counsellor,
friend and loyal family man.

recounted, “In any dispensation or
time, the name of the Rev. Luther Gibbs,
shall be spoken of with admiration,
awe and accolades, insufficient to fully
convey his contribution to the JBU.
He was, simply put, a legend, an icon,
a mighty oak, the quintessential JBU
Minister.”
Pointing out the versatility and impact
Rev. Gibbs has had over the decades, the
Rev Johnson recalled that a comment
made by Rev. Dr Neville Callam at
Rev. Gibbs’ retirement service in
September 13, 1990 aptly describes
the exceptional measure of the man: “
‘Rarely do you find in one person the
wonderful combination of visionary
and administrator, conceptualiser and
co-ordinator.

“The Building Pastor”
This father of the faith went home
to be with his Heavenly Father on
Father’s Day, June 16. He died three
years shy of a century. The Rev. Gibbs
was a giant of a man in physical stature,
standing six feet tall; and looming large
in Christian witness and godly service.
As an ordained minister, he gave
dedicated service to the Hanover Street,
Denham Town, Ebenezer, Barbican,
Boulevard, Phillippo, Gregory Park and
New Haven Baptist Churches. Indeed,
two of those churches, Boulevard and
New Haven Baptist in St. Andrew, had
their genesis through his supervision
and instrumentality it was he who
supervised the building of their
sanctuaries and was their founding
pastor.
He is also credited with expanding the
Hanover Street and Ebenezer churches.
This son of Gibraltar, St. Ann, also
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constructed permanent church plants
for the existing Barbican and Denham
Town congregations and the Gregory
Park congregation. He directed the
building of the Baptist Home for senior
citizens, the Horizon Home. With
numerous infrastructural developments
coming to fruition under his watch, it is
little wonder then that the Rev. Luther
Gibbs earned the pseudonym, “the
building pastor”.

Legendary Icon
The Jamaica Baptist Union which the
Rev. Gibbs served for forty-four years in
active full-time ministry, remembered
him as a trailblazer and legendary icon.
Delivering tribute at the Thanksgiving
Service on behalf of the Union, General
Secretary, the Rev. Karl Johnson,
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And even more rarely does one find in
such a gifted person the commitment to
selfless service in the interest of others
to the glory of God.’ ”

Memorable Milestones
The service of the Rev. Gibbs to the JBU
included, but was not limited to:

Chairman
(1963-1964)
and
President (1978-1980). He was
the president who ushered in the
Global Contribution Scheme of
JBU churches.

General Secretary (1991-1994);


Co-ordination of the JBU Bicentennial celebrations;

the one to whom JBU clergy turned
in the immediate aftermath of the
devastation wrought by Hurricane
Gilbert. He led the JBU’s efforts
of coordinating a programme of
restoration of church buildings;


Property Documentation – he
spearheaded a project, ably assisted
by Mrs. Gloria Brown Mills, to have
all JBU lands identified, certified
and utilized;



Instrumental in the initiation of
JBU’s electronic media ministry
with the broadcasting of “Christ
for Today”, the longest running
religious broadcast on radio and
was the most listened to religious
programme on a Sunday up to the
last All Media Survey;



Through his advocacy, he secured
the support of the Union in
developing JBU’s Conference
Centre in Duncans, Trelawny.

Extraordinary Mentor
Outlining the Rev. Gibbs’ outstanding
mentorship role, the Rev. Johnson
acknowledged that this “building pastor”
or “property man” was the one to whom
many pastors turned for guidance in
their infrastructural building efforts. He
was also a gem of wisdom and counsel
to younger pastors in helping them to
build valuable community relationships.
The Rev. Johnson asserted that through



Project Development Officer and

See more on page 19

Routes to Becoming a JBU Pastor
Did you know that there is more
than one route to becoming a
Pastor of the Jamaica Baptist
Union (JBU)?
The conventional route is by undergoing a period of formal training followed by Ordination and
Accreditation.
However, there is a new, alternative route which allows an individual who has not pursued this
period of formal training but has
the requisite spiritual maturity and
leadership qualities to become a
Commissioned Pastor.
The primary details of each of
these routes are set out hereunder.
THE ORDAINED AND
ACCREDITED PASTOR
TRAINING
OPTION ONE
 1 year pre-collegiate programme
 3 or 4 years at the United
Theological College of the
West Indies (UTCWI) or
other approved institution
 2 or 3 years as probationer
minister – post collegiate
OPTION TWO
 A congregation-based in-service programme


Persons must normally have
church experience



3 to 4 years in-service training leading to qualifications
validated by the UTCWI or
The University of the West
Indies (UWI)



2 or 3 years as probationer
minister

ORDINATION AND
ACCREDITATION


Completion of option one or
option two



Approval of Accreditation
Committee and JBU Executive Committee
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May be engaged in a vocation
other than the pastoral ministry
Formally commissioned by
JBU at a Commissioning Service to undertake assigned



pastoral responsibilities
‘Reverend’ will be accorded

DURATION OF ASSIGNMENT


3 years in the first instance.
Renewal for further periods
of 3, 2, or 1 year



May be assigned to another
church or circuit after the first
3 years



Termination of assignment
except for cause, requires 6
months’ notice on either side

RECRUITMENT,
SELECTION AND TRAINING
 Persons deemed by JBU to
have requisite spiritual maturity and leadership qualities
 May be recommended by an
Accredited Minister or Parish
Association
 Persons may apply directly
to JBU. 2 recommendations
required – 1 from applicant’s
pastor
 Shall normally be interviewed
by the JBU Ministerial Training Committee to ensure, inter
alia, a sense of call
 May be required to undergo
in-service training during first
year
 Will be closely supervised by
the relevant Superintendent
Minister for first 3 years
REMUNERATION
 Local congregation responsible - within JBU guidelines
 Occupancy of manse - only in
exceptional cases when pastor
is fully employed
 Pastor may choose not to
accept remuneration from
congregation
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Sub-Themes
Pursuant to realizing the above and in response
to the issues which are emerging, five sub-themes
have been arrived at. They will help in shaping the
Union’s agenda for the five administrative cycles
during the decade. They are
2020-2022…Reaffirming Identity
2022-2024…Embracing the Mystery
2024-2026…Pursuing Integrity
2026- 2028…Countering Poverty and
2028-2030…Rebuilding Community

Reaffirming Identity
In an era where many are confused about their
identity, our answer to the question “who are
we?” is critical to our resolve to “Keeping Faith
with the Word.”
As the present age witnesses to increasing shifts
away from traditionally held values, beliefs and
practices and as the society becomes indifferent to
the dictates of the church, there is a more urgent
need for us as Christians, to be clear and certain
about our self-understanding.
Who are we, and how will we be known in this
evolving ethos of change? How may we re-affirm
our identity as faithful adherents to the tenets of
the Christian faith??
This is the rationale for 2020-2022 thematic
focus Keeping Faith with the Word in an EverChanging World; Reaffirming Identity. By way
of Bible Studies, sermons and other missional
interactions, we hope to assert that we are the
people of God who may be known by:

i)
ii)
iii)
iv)
v)
vi)

Our living
Our light
Our longings
Our labour
Our legacy and
Our love

Among other things then, Keeping Faith with the
Word in an ever-changing World, Reaffirming
identity is a call for us to:
	resist the forces that are threatening the witness
of the church;
	live in faithful obedience to the word of God;
	grow into Christ-likeness, through developing
ongoing intimacy with Jesus Christ, the Living
Word
	partner with God in making Christian disciples.
	guard against conforming to the unwholesome
values of the world
With all its current and future challenges, this
new decade represents great and wonderful
opportunities for us to be given anew to the
mission of Christian discipleship and character
formation.
Let us embrace and engage this new theme in
courageous and practical ways. Let us be faithful
to God who has called us to mission and ministry
for such a time as this.

Commissioning and Ordination Services
Rev. Suzette Clarke

On Tuesday, September 11, 2019, scores of congregants
made their way into the Mount Ephraim Baptist Church
(Arcadia, St. Thomas) for a 3 pm service.
This was a historic moment for the Arcadia Circuit of Baptist Churches because the circuit has been without a resident pastor for approximately thirteen years. Rev. Dukett
Duncan, Moderator, St Thomas Baptist Association, served
as Officiating Minister for the Service.
Rev. Luke Shaw, Superintendent Minister, St Thomas performed the Act of Commissioning and Deacon Shernetta Matterson from the Bath Baptist Church extended the
Right Hand of Fellowship.
The sermon was delivered by Rev. Norva Rodney, President-Elect of the Jamaica Baptist Union, Pastor-Kitson Town Circuit of Baptist Churches). Rev. Rodney is
“dubbed as Pastor for the poor and hurting” therefore; it is
no surprise that the sermon was hinged on Matthew 5: 1-6
which presented Jesus as a new natural leader.

commissioned to the Staceyville/Cowley Circuit
The Commissioning Service for the Rev. Suzette Clarke
was held on September 3, 2019 at 3 p.m. at the Cowley
Baptist Church. The Officiating Ministers were Rev. Dewayne Williams, Moderator of the Clarendon Baptist Association and Rev. Karl Henlin, Superintendent Minister.
The preacher was Rev. Luke Shaw of the Linstead Circuit
of Baptist Churches. The Phillippo Baptist Church Choir,
Cowley Baptist Youth Choir and the Staceyville Cowley
Circuit Choir ministered. Rev. Luke Shaw gave an inspiring message which challenged both church and pastor as
they partner in the ministry.

Rev. Glen St. George
Nixon

He invited pastor and people to make much of their reality
of a community of diversity.
In Rev. Rodney’s charge to Rev. Nixon and other congregants, he reminded us to use our gifts to the service of God
and we should show respect for each other and watch God
work in our midst.

Rev. Tanesha Ashbourne

The Rev. Tanesha Ashbourne was ordained to the Lucea
Circuit of Baptist churches in Hanover on Thursday, September 26, 2019 at the Lucea Baptist Church. The sermon
was delivered by the President of the JBU, the Rev. Karen
Kirlew.

Rev. Travis Drummond

The Rev. Travis Drummond was ordained to the Annotto
Bay Circuit of Baptist churches in St. Mary on Thursday,
September 12, 2019 at Annotto Bay Baptist Church. The
sermon was delivered by the Rev. Dr. the Hon. Burchel
Taylor, retired JBU minister.

Rev. Derrick Saddler

I grew up hearing the saying, “a nuh suh parson get him
gown,” which means: Do not be envious of other people’s
success; you don’t know what they may have gone through
to achieve their goals.

commissioned Arcadia Circuit of Baptist Churches
by Sharon Mitchell, Mt. Ephraim Baptist Church
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On September 5, 2019, this proverb and its meaning resonated in my mind when I was ordained as an accredited
pastor within the Jamaica Baptist Union (JBU) to serve the
Stokes Hall Circuit of Baptist Churches in the parish of St.
Thomas. The service began with the singing of the Hymn,
‘Great is Thy Faithfulness’, a reminder that God has been
faithful in journeying with me over the past seven years
since I first started formal formation as a full-time minister.
DECEMBER 2020

Some of the moments I cherished the most on this auspicious day included; the sermon by Rev. Dr. Devon Dick,
my mentor and pastor, who encouraged me to be, ‘Neutral
in Nothing’, and the act of ordination and the laying on of
hands.
The Rev. Dick did not mince words as he gave the charge,
‘Neutral in Nothing’. For such a moment, it could not have
come at a more opportune time when ministry needs people
who are bold in taking the side of God, the oppressed and
the marginalized.
In the act of ordination, I was humbled to be the first pastor
in the Jamaica Baptist Union (JBU) to be ordained by a
female president. The weight of the moment when hands
were laid on me by ordained ministers of the JBU and the
prayer of ordination prayed by the Rev. Doreen Wynter reaffirmed to me the seriousness of the occasion as well as to
reassure me that God will never leave me.
To the many persons who helped me along my journey, I
say thanks a million.

Rev. Kirk Pinnock

Characterized by humility, submission and surrender to
the will of God, the service of Ordination to the Christian
Ministry and Induction to the Pastorate of the Mandeville
Circuit of Baptist Churches of Rev. Kirk Anthony Pinnock
was held on Thursday November 7, 2019.
This was an historic event for the Mandeville Baptist
Church as they were recording their first Ordination Service in its 179 years of existence.
The service was officiated by the Rev. Karen K. Kirlew,
President, the Rev. Karl B. Johnson, General Secretary, and
the Rev. Karl E. Henlin, Superintendent Minister for the
Region. The congregants were blessed with the ministry of
the Mandeville Circuit of Baptist Churches Choir, rendering the Mark Hayes arranged anthem “The mind of Christ”
based on Philippians 2: 5 - 11.
This was immediately followed by a most inspiring and
soul-searching sermon delivered by the Rev. Dr. Neville
Callam. The worshippers and the Ordinand were charged
to be faithful in their service to the Master.
This was grounded in 2 Corinthians 3: 1-8. Rev. Dr. Callam
highlighted the two-fold focus of the ministerial vocation.
These are: forming the people into a letter from Christ to
the world and seeing ministry as a new covenant priority to
the glory of God. This well thought out and well delivered
sermon was well received.
The Act of Ordination was conducted by President Kirlew.
This provided a window into the rigors that the Ordinand
underwent throughout the process of ministerial formation.
See more Commissioning & Ordination on page 19

Rev. Jeffrey McKenzie,
retired pastor
Phillippo Baptist Church
Contributed by: Leon Jackson

J

effrey McKenzie one of nine children born to Linely and Rhoda Mckenzie was born in the parish of St.
Mary. His early education at Wallford
and Homestead Primary School prepared him to qualify for studies which
were rewarded with Diplomas in Ministerial Studies and a Master’s Degree in
Theology.
Rev. Owen Watson a son of Deeside
where Rev McKenzie served as Pastor
in the Unity Circuit of Baptist Churches
remembers him fondly. “He was a humble and committed pastor and friend of
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the people. He allowed nothing to prevent him from serving his people.”

I had to bend my feet to prevent the encounters with the grass.”

Sylvester Green a member of Hastings
Baptist remembers with much laughter
the occasion when McKenzie needed to
be in Bunkers Hill for a Crusade and his
car broke down.

All the things I have done throughout
my life if given the chance I would repeat. I would add one thing, just be able
to contribute more.

“Him cum fe borrow mi donkey fi ride
go a Bunkas Hill. Mi tink a joke him
de mek, but him serious. Wen him go
pon de donkey him foot nearly touch
de grung.” McKenzie cannot forget the
experience. “Some parts of the journey

I
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This committed man of God who served
the Phillippo Circuit of Baptist Churches is credited with the establishment of
churches in Ebony Vale, Old Harbour
and Eltham.
Rev. McKenzie has been serving the

Spanish Town Community in several
ways. Among them is that of as a Justice
of the Peace.
He was elevated to Custos Rotulorum
for the parish of St Catherine in June
2015. He has had several awards reaching the National Award of Order of Distinction Commander Class.
An avid sportsman who served the Jamaica Baptist Union as President from
1997-2000 finds time to relax in a game
of dominoes.

Citation for Centenarians (Waterlane Circuit)
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General Secretary Karl Johnson
elected 1st Vice
President of the
Baptist World Alliance
The Jamaica Baptist Union (JBU) congratulates

our General Secretary, the Reverend Karl B. Johnson who was elected as 1st Vice President of the Baptist
World Alliance (BWA) on Thursday,
July 11, 2019 during the General

Taylor receives BWA
Award and Honorary
Doctorate

Rights or in other declarations on human rights.
The award was announced 11 July 2019, during the
BWA Annual Gathering being held in Nassau, Bahamas. The Rev. Dr. Taylor is a retired minister and
past President of the JBU and has served as president of the Caribbean Baptist Fellowship (CBF)
and vice-president of the Baptist World Alliance
(BWA).

The Jamaica Baptist Union (JBU) congratulates the
Rev Dr The Honourable Burchel Knibb Taylor on
being the 2019 recipient of the prestigious Denton
and Janice Lotz Human Rights Award.

We also congratulate him on being conferred with
the Doctor of Laws (LLD) for significant contributions regionally and internationally in the field of
Theology from the University of the West Indies,
Mona. In November 2019.

Named in honour of Baptist World Alliance (BWA)
General Secretary Emeritus Denton Lotz and his
wife Janice, the award, established in 2006, is given for significant and effective activities to secure,
protect, restore, or preserve human rights as they
are stated in the Universal Declaration of Human
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We praise God for and celebrate with him upon his
selections to receive these honours.
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Council meeting of the BWA Annual
Gathering held in Nassau, The Bahamas, from July 7 to 12, 2019.
For many years he has been serving
through the BWA in various capacities. At present, he serves as a member of the BWA Executive Committee
and as the chairman of Baptist World
Aid (BWAid).
We celebrate this honour with our
General Secretary and we pray for
his continued dependence upon Almighty God who uses the faithfulness
and the gifts of God’s people for God’s
purposes.

Rev. Everton
Jackson
appointed as
Director of
Integral Mission
at BWA
The Jamaica Baptist Union (JBU)
congratulates the Rev. Everton
Jackson on his appointment as
Director of Integral Mission of
the Baptist World Alliance. We
pray God’s blessings upon him
as he takes up his new appointment on July 1, 2020.

President Kirlew
receives National Honour

The Jamaica Baptist Union (JBU) congratulates our President, the
Rev. Karen Kirlew for her appointment to The Order of Distinction in the
Rank of Commander (CD) for service to Religion and Community
Development with effect from Independence Day, Tuesday, August 6, 2019.
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Commissioning and Ordination Services
Commissioning & Ordination cont’d from page 14
Rev. Pinnock outlined his call to faith,
his call to ministry and his statements of
faith.
This was an intense period during the
service that captured the attention of
the worshippers. This most solemn Act
proved to be the most powerful demonstration of humility, submission and surrender during the service. These were
vividly demonstrated during the Laying-on of Hands where the Rev. Everard
Allen faithfully and fervently offered the
Prayer of Ordination.
The Robing of the Ordinand was done
by his wife Kira-lee and mother Roslyn.
The depth of positive emotion and love
in the sanctuary was palpable.
This was also evident during the Act of
Induction into the Mandeville Circuit by

Superintendent Minister Rev. Karl Henlin. As Henlin prepared to present Rev.
Pinnock to the congregation and invite
the members of the circuit to stand to indicate their receipt of their new minister,
the over-exuberant members pre-empted
him by standing well in advance of the
command so to do. They would burst out
in applause as the induction was completed.
A similar response was repeated by the
congregation as they erupted into cheers
of joy, appreciation and thanksgiving as
the Right Hand of Fellowship was extended to the newly inducted Pastor by
Senior Deacon Derrick Ledford. Truly
the hand of God has guided God’s people from age to age….and this shall be
our anthem, One Church! One Faith!
One Lord!

Assembly Highlights 2020 cont’d
to the First Isthmian Baptist Church Panama who implored the worshippers to live
lives that make for a good legacy to be left
for those who follow.
Greetings were received from the Governor General Patrick Allen and Assembly
highlights from the General Secretary.
Two ministries in song remain with us to
this day one from by Bro. Nataniel Whyte
from the Ocho Rios Baptist Church and the
other from combined choir.
Other highlights of the morning service
include the passing of the baton by the history making president Rev’d Karen Kirlew
to the new President Rev Norva Rodney of
the Kitson Town Circuit and the installation of the new executive.
The right hand of fellowship was extended to the newly ordained ministers Rev.
Tanesha Ashbourne of the Lucea Circuit;
Rev Travis Drummond of the Annotto Bay
Circuit, Rev Derrick Saddler of the Stokes
Hall Circuit, and the Rev Kirk Pinnock of
the Mandeville Circuit.
Revds. Suzette Clarke of the Staceyville/
Cowley Circuit and Glen Nixon of the

19

Arcadia Circuit who recently commenced
their probationary period were also given
the right hand of fellowship.
Led by our Immediate Past President
Rev. Karen Kirlew the afternoon service
of commitment celebrated achievement of
those who participated in the JBU Sunday
School Examination and National Rally,
respectively.
Rev. Norva Rodney applying Mark 6 v.
34-42 addressed the afternoon’s subtheme
“Known by our Love”.
He advanced that to be known by our love
is to understand that 1. The love of God
recognises the common humanity of all
persons and 2. The love of God responds
in hospitable ways.
In response we shared in the Act of Covenanting. Identities Reaffirmed Baptists
departed the National Arena, the words of
the song,
‘They’ll Know We Are Christians’ echoing
powerfully as a reminder that we are to be
known by our love.
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We Remember them Rev. Gibbs
cont’d from page 12

Gibbs’ exemplary conduct, many of
the younger JBU ministers learnt or
reinforced in their consciousness,
fellowship enriching practices such as:
how to build meaningful relationships
with
their
congregations
and
communities, taking time to know their
members, mobilizing members around a
project annually and greeting members
at the end of services.

“Young People Pastor”
The Hanover Street Baptist Church at
which the Rev. Gibbs was ordained in
1950 after graduating from the Calabar
Theological College lauded Rev. Gibbs
as a faithful pastor who captured the
imagination and support of both the
young and old in Christian service.
In her tribute on behalf of the church,
Deacon Ann-Marie Patman, reported
that Rev. Gibbs was the longest serving
pastor at the church; serving 25 years. She
said that in his early years as minister, he
was dubbed “the young people pastor” as
he spearheaded annual weekend retreats
for the young people to Duncans,
Trelawny.
Additionally, he and his wife, Beryl,
hosted weekly meetings at the manse.
The activities at those meetings included:
Bible Study, handcraft, debates, and
training in culinary skills.
“Contagious Love”
Church
Secretary
of
Boulevard
Baptist Ms Molly Russell said that the
congregation remembers the Rev. Gibbs
for “the contagious love that he had”. She
commended him for serving the church
with distinction while fostering quality
relationships with the communities
served by the church.
She reported that under his tutelage at
least five persons from that congregation
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answered the call to be ministers of the
gospel. Unflinching Commitment to
Christ. The four children of the Rev. Gibbs
eulogised their father for his unflinching
commitment to Christ and his love for his
family. In giving the remembrance, son,
Robert, and daughter, Janice, recalled
that they admired his devotion to Christ.
They recounted that he instilled in all
his children the importance of “being
faithful stewards in God’s Vineyard”.
Janice related that her father and mother
taught them the value of education: “Dad
expected excellence from us. Mediocrity
was not accepted.”

Purpose-driven Life
Current pastor of Boulevard Baptist
Church the Rev. Dr Devon Dick who
delivered the sermon, was moved to tears
as he reminisced the Rev. Gibbs who was
his mentor and friend. “He loved God
and he loved God’s people,” remarked the
Rev. Dr Dick. In his sermon, he made an
impassioned plea for Christians to live
a purpose-driven life grounded in God,
engage in people-centred ministry, and
display a paradise-directed lifestyle.
Among the mourners in attendance at the
Thanksgiving Service were former Prime
Minister of Jamaica, the Hon. Bruce
Golding and Mrs. Golding. Officiating
Ministers included: the Reverend Karen
Kirlew, President, Jamaica Baptist
Union; the Rev. Dr Stephen Jennings,
Pastor of the Mona Circuit of Baptist
Churches; the Rev. Karl Henlin Pastor
of the Gregory Park Circuit and the Rev.
Taniecia McFarlane, Pastor of the New
Haven Baptist church.
The Retired Ministers who officiated
were: the Rev. Dr Neville Callam, the
Rev. William Edwards and the Rev. Dr
Burchel Taylor.
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Established 1874
Established 1874

We urge you to adopt the following precautionary
measures for the Coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19)
adapted from the World Health Organisation:

3. Maintain social distancing; at least 6 feet distance
between yourself and anyone who has a fever,
cough or sneezing.

1. Wash hands regularly and thoroughly with soap and
water or by using an alcohol based (60-96%) hand
rub, especially but not limited to:

4. Avoid touching your face with unwashed hands.

-after coughing or sneezing
-before, during and after preparation of food
-before eating
-after using the restroom
-touching animals
2. Cover your nose and mouth when coughing or
sneezing with flexed elbow or with tissue, which
should be disposed of properly immediately.
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5. Ensure that animal products are thoroughly cooked
and handled properly during food preparation.
6. If you have a fever, cough and difficulty breathing,
seek medical attention.
7. Stay home if you are feeling sick.

