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wFrom the Editor’s Desk 

It is summer and the heat is definitely 
on. Rivers we once enjoyed are slowly 
being turned into sand pits and rock 
quarries. This is a reminder that climate 
change is real and we remain stewards 
of this piece of rock we live on called 
earth.  

The Lord God took the man and put him 
in the Garden of Eden to work it and take 
care of it. Genesis 2:15 

As we continue to face the heat, keep 
hydrated and don’t go outside without 
protection. Keep safe people of God. 

Yours faithfully,  
Marcel Clarke 

I Worth 1000 Words... 
And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that 
bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; 
and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. Psalm 1:3 KJV 

The Psalmist David decided to give a clear distinction between the 
righteous and the wicked in this the first chapter of the Book of 
Psalms. As we zoom in on this particular verse, we come to a 
thought that a Christian who is rooted in Christ is not affected by 
the drought. The nourishment comes from feeding on the word of 
God daily. Others who refuse to tap into that precious resource will 
sway or even be blown away when the rough times come. 
Therefore, we should feed on the Word to become stronger. 
rejoice 
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         from which we had 
             not been seeing     
           delegates in recent 
            years.  

                             Do you have any  
  other moments    
             that stand out?  

          Something which    
          never got old was 
the warm feeling on the inside, 
when, after months of planning 
and praying and hoping, and in 
spite of the many hitches 
experienced, we could witness 
droves of young people cheering, 
screaming and shouting with glee 
at a Youth Rally. It's the moment 
that kind of makes you exhale and 
give God thanks that things have 
worked so well.  

One thing I must say is that, in 
spite of how little youth appear to 
care about God and their spiritual 
life and witness, whenever we 
would meet with youth groups 'on 
the ground', we could get from 
them, their own desire to actually 
live right. For the most part, what 
we gave was encouragement as 
they would realize 
that they were    
not alone, their 
struggles were the 
same as many 
others and 
they had 
our full 
support as 
an Exec 
body.  

 

 

 

 

Okay, so since leaving active 
service in the YD what are some of 
the other areas of Christian 
witness which you have been 
involved in?  

Apart from the Immediate Past 
Chair, which is expected, I also 
served a term as Member at 
Large, again helping with 
Promotions. I [also] served with 
the Caribbean Baptist Youth 
Fellowship and in my local church 
(Mona Baptist) Praise Team, 
Family Bible Hour / Sunday 
School teacher and also helped to 
engage young adults to begin 
visiting Home-bound members.  

Do you have any encouragement 
to give to the current and 
incoming members of the YD?  

Run hard. Run hard! None of us is 
promised tomorrow, so work at 
your areas of ministry, giving it all 
you've got. Believe me, you are 
impacting the lives and witnesses 
of many, many young (and some, 
not so young) people. But you 
don't even know how far your 
influence will spread, or how 
deeply you will impact someone's 
life. So, give it all you've got, all 
the way to the end. Finish strong.  

Take care of yourself. Even while 
running hard, remember you 
MUST take care of yourself - 
Spiritually, physically, emotionally 
and socially.  You need to 
continue to experience growth in 
these areas in order to continue to 
be effective in serving others. So, 
maintain your daily quiet time, get 
some exercise, MAKE SURE you 
have some GOOD friends, take 
some time to reflect and rest and 
depend on God to help you finish 
strong.  rejoice 

Where are they Now? 
Lance Fisher 
IMPACT caught up with one            
of our Past Presidents and           
long serving JBUYD Executive 
members, Lance Fisher, Here’s        
a snippet of the roles he  was 
involved in as part of the JBUYD 
and what he’s been up to since 
active service at the National level: 

What capacities did you serve in 
for the JBU Youth Department 
and at which point(s)?  

My first participation in a sustained 
way was as part of the then 
Students' Affairs Committee, 
chaired by Dave Colleymore. That 
experience was not a very 
demanding one as we were able 
to communicate informally on an 
ongoing basis - we were both at 
UTECH. When that term came to 
an end, Dave nominated me to 
Chair the Students' Affairs 
Committee. I was voted in at 
National Youth Conference, Dave 
was by then, the Chairman. At the 
end of Dave's term as Chairman, I 
again followed his footsteps and 
took the further step, becoming 
Chairman of the YD and serving 
the 2-year term.      

What would you say were          
your most memorable/impactful 
moments as part of the YD?   

Hmmm. Wow. I had quite a few 
moments. I loved going to all parts 
of the island to meet with different 
youth groups.  I recall going to a 
church in the Porus Circuit, but the 
experience was so good, the 
welcome we received was so 
warm. It was part of our push to 
increase the number of delegates  
attending Youth Conference. It 
worked! That year, the number of  
delegates spiked and we saw 
youth from some of the churches 
        we  had visited and    
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b  Love Is... 

 
Love is like a poem that’s 

never been said 
A vow that’s never been 

pledged 
A note that’s never been read 

A mystery 
 

Love is like a couple about to 
be wed 

A hungry child that’s never 
been fed 

A charge that’s never been 
led 

A mystery 
 

Love is like a song that’s never 
been heard 

A speech without a single 
word 

A tree without a chirping bird  
A mystery 

 
For those experiencing love’s 

kiss 
May it always be true to you 
Its thrill you’ll never dare to 

miss 
Simply because 

Love is... 
 
 

Alicia Clarke 
Oracabessa Circuit of  

Baptist Churches 
rejoice 

What an experience it was! The 
169th General Assembly of the 
Jamaica Baptist Union in the 
second city, Montego Bay was 
definitely one for the history 
books. The activities of the 
Assembly saw us as a Union 
tackling not only spiritual issues 
but also social issues such as 
reparation and gender-based 
violence.  

There were a number of youth 
delegates, some attending for the 
first time. Here’s a little of what a 
few of them had to say: 

Gevroy: 

“The opening service for me was 
very good.  As a first time 
Delegate I felt as if I was home. It 
seemed like a regular Sunday 
service with a powerful speaker.  
It was also quite interesting to see 
how all the pastors fellowshipped 
with each other; the ‘country’ and 
‘town’ pastors.”   

Natasha: 

“The March against gender-based 
violence saw hundreds of 
protesters in unity marching from 
Calvary Baptist to Sam Sharpe 
Square saying, “enough is 
enough!”, was one of the 
highlights for me.  Rev. Clifford 
Jones used his uniqueness and 
witty remarks to give an impactful 
and well thought out Bible study 
sessions reminding us that “If we 
want to be like Jesus we have to 
learn how to live with Judas.” 

 

Abbi-Gayle: 

“I particularly liked the break-away 
sessions. The session about social 
media and the church was 
interesting as I heard views from 
various pastors. The concert? 
Fire!!!” 

Olecia: 

The Partnership Fair was the 
highlight of the Assembly. It 
embodied the theme of Living in 
Partnership. The place was 
crowded and the agencies went 
above and beyond, some persons 
even skipping their lunch times to 
ensure that everyone was served”. 

Hailey: 

“I bought my lovely Zone 1 
armband from the Youth Booth 
and collected a folder of important 
information. The closing service 
was good, I have to applaud the 
choir and the speaker. She knows 
how to break things down and 
explain it so we understand and in 
a sense teach us about 
partnership.”  

Will you be at the 170th General 
Assembly in 2020?  #seeyouthere 
#JBUAssembly170 reach 

JBU 169th Assembly Review: 
A Youth Point of View 

Evangelism is not only what we say 
but what we do. Our lifestyle is the 
biggest testimony that will push 
people away or draw them closer. 
We are therefore, should live in a 
way that would please God and draw 
others to Him. renew 

@  Evangelism Tip 
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Rev. Kirk Pinnock is the pastor for 
the Mandeville Circuit of Baptist 
Churches. He is married to Kira-Lee 
Pinnock and together they have 
three children. The IMPACT Team 
had a chance to chat with him 
about his marriage, family and 
ministry. 

Rev. How long have you been 
married?  

Kira-Lee and I have been married 
for 18 years.  

Wow, that is great. How did you 
meet each other?  

We met each other as youths at a 
St. Elizabeth/Manchester Baptist 
Association Youth Arm (SEMBAYA) 
retreat, in Clarendon. She was from 
Sharon Baptist in St. Elizabeth and I 
from Trinity Baptist in Manchester. 
In the ensuing years we worked 
together on the Youth Executive 
within SEMBAYA and the region. 
The attraction blossomed into love 
naturally.  

What do you enjoy most about 
being a husband and a father?  

One of my absolute favourite 
things to do is to prepare a meal 
for my family. This was one of the 
ways I won Kira-Lee’s heart. Now 
I’m not always available to cook for 
my family so when the opportunity 
presents itself, I pretend to be the 
Master Chef. 

What are some of the best conflict 
resolution habits in your marriage? 

We understand that when there is 
a conflict someone has to be the 
“first to the cross”. “First to the 
cross” means recognizing that any 
conflict between us also is a 
conflict involving God. Therefore, 
we always encourage each other 
to be the first to the cross. That is 
to be the first to confess and 
reconcile with Christ (even if you 

believe you are right) before we 
reconcile with each other. It means 
where we cannot see eye to eye we 
each spend time in prayerful 
reflection before we sit down and 
have a conversation. The discussion 
does not end until the matter is fully 
discussed and a resolution had.  

How is your faith lived out in your 
family life?  

I am often reminded of the saying 
that God gave the family before the 
church. Therefore, I see family as 
the primary place for the nurturing 
of one’s faith in God. As such, time is 
set aside in our family for Bible 
study, prayer and opportunities for 
spiritual deepening. As parents, Kira
-Lee and I seek to model good 
Christian values in speech and 
conduct. Over time, we have found 
that these values are picked up 
vicariously by our children. We have 
regular discussion on theological 
themes where the children share 
their questions, comments and 
concerns.  

As a full time pastor what strategies 
do you use to manage your time so 
that you still get quality time with 
family?  

I must confess that this has been the 
most difficult area of my life. The life 
of a Pastor is very demanding more 
so for a pastor with multiple 
congregations. In my case, I pastor 
three congregations that I must 
balance with Kira-lee and our three 
children. As such, Friday is set apart 
as family day.  This is where I seek 
to be more attentive to my family’s 
needs. An important strategy that I 
now employ is to make a to-do-list 
and be driven by my list. This helps 
me to better organize my days and 
schedule time to connect with 
family.  

What are 3 key things that you have 
learned to keep the marriage 
going?  

The Marriage is a tripartite union 
that has the couple at each end of 
the base and God at the top of the 
pyramid. We interpret becoming 
“one flesh” in Genesis 2:24 as a 
couple drawing closer to God. As 
each individual draws closer to God 
they automatically draw closer to 
each other. 

Every couple needs regular date 
nights and alone times. There was a 
time when we lived in separate 
countries or parishes. So we know 
the value of time together. Now we 
practically do everything together 
and that helps with relational 
bonding.  

No marriage can survive without 
frequent bodily union. This is like 
glue to keeping our marriage firm. 
My body belongs to Kira-Lee as her 
body belongs to me; that is not just 
the bonding of our flesh but also of 
our spirits. REJOICE 

Rev. Kirk Pinnock: The Husband, The Father, The Pastor 
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same heart that Job had!” In that 

moment I made up my mind to 

leave. Going through my phone, I 

called and sent messages to 

everyone I knew. Each 

conversation went along the 

lines of, “I’m looking for a room 

to rent. If you know of anywhere, 

let me know.”.  

A friend of mine finally 

responded with good news. 

“Angela,” she said, “there’s this 

lady that is moving out beside 

me and it’s a nice place with two 

bedrooms, kitchen, bathroom, 

everything, I don’t know if you 

can afford it.”  At the time I was 

working at a wholesale while 

going to school. I was paid 

$12,000, and it so happen that 

the lady was charging the same 

amount for rent. It was all I had. I 

said, “God this is me. I don’t know 

how light and water gonna pay.” 

Eventually, I decided to give it a 

try and I moved out. I left 

everything; bed, the dresser and 

the fridge, mi never tek nuttin 

outta the house. 

By July, I started another 

discussion with him, intent on 

leaving. “Let’s be adults about 

man and told him my decision. “If 

you’re not interested,” I warned 

him, “then please allow me to 

go.”  He said to me, “I’ll married to 

you if you want”.  Truthfully, I 

didn’t want to get married to him. 

I’d had enough of the fights and 

struggles, and I didn’t love him 

anymore. To make matters 

worse, I found out he cheated on 

me. We were living together, he 

told me his cousin was coming to 

visit. Lo and behold the “cousin” 

became his girlfriend and later 

his baby mother.  

I decided to move out and leave. 

But how could I do that? I left my 

mother’s house at age 13. I had 

never paid a bill before – he paid 

them all. Even though I worked, 

all my money went to food and 

partying. At this point, I said, 

“God, how am I going to do this? 

How am I going to pay these 

bills?” 

Sometime later, I was laying 

down and reading my Bible. The 

Lord said to me, “Read the book 

of Job”. By the seventeenth 

chapter I started to cry. “Lord, if 

you are so able to bring Job 

through, why not me? I have the 

Domestic violence is a plague of 

modern society, affecting nearly 

15% of women in Jamaica. In this 

edition of the IMPACT, we start the 

story of Angela Lawson, a 31-year

-old woman who has been 

through this terrible ordeal and 

has risen above it.  

From the age of 5 or 6, my 

grandmother raised me and 

brought me to church. I was very 

active in Sunday School until age 

13. At that time, a friend of my 

mother seduced me, and I fell for 

it. I left church and got pregnant 

at 16, gave birth at 17 and lived 

with this abusive man for 12 

years.  

One Friday night, when I was 25, I 

was getting ready for a party and 

a voice said to me, “What are you 

waiting on to come back home?” 

I was a bit perplexed. I didn’t go 

to the party that night, choosing 

to stay home instead.  

A few days later I saw a few 

persons I knew from church 

whom I hadn’t seen in a while. 

We had a discussion and I later 

rededicated my life to the Lord. I 

got baptised in March 2014. 

When I got home, I went to this 

Purpose Must  
Live! 

Angela Lawson’s  
Testimony 
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to stab him with the scissors, but 

the voice came to me a second 

time: “The battle is not yours; it’s 

the Lord’s.” I again lowered my 

hand.  

Just as I lowered the scissors, he 

punched me and broke my nose. 

With a loud voice I cried, “Jesus, if 

the battle is not mine, why am I in 

so much pain?!” And right then 

and there, he just melted. “Oh, I’m 

sorry, Angela! Mi coulda never…” 

He was so apologetic. I just kept 

calling on Jesus’ name. 

“Angela! Angela! Wake up!” The 

voice came from my ride as he 

walked around the building. I 

immediately thought to myself, 

“This will not be very good,” since 

my ride was also an officer. I 

knew then and there that 

something truly bad might 

happen. “I am okay,” I managed to 

call out. “You can go and leave 

me. You don’t have to take me to 

work this morning.” “Why is that?” 

he inquired. Walking around the 

house, he opened my bedroom 

window and saw me covered in 

blood. By this, my son’s father 

was hiding in fear under the bed.  

“No! I’m not leaving you here,” the 

policeman asserted. “You need to 

come out of the house now! Who 

is in the house?” With that I heard 

a gun click outside. “Please, don’t 

fire in my house,” I begged him. 

“Please, just relax. I’m coming out” 

– all the while covered in blood. 

We left the house, leaving my 

partner behind.  

When I came back to the house, 

everything in my house did ‘mash 

up’. That man just ravaged my 

house. But, at the end of 

everything I came to the 

realization that I wasn’t.  Sobbing, 

I went to the doctor. My neck was 

broken; it was almost cut off. My 

shoulders and back were 

chopped up. With the realization 

that this man was still intent on 

killing me, I needed to know, 

“How can I ever come out of 

this?!” 

Read the next issue of IMPACT for 

the rest of Angela’s testimony.  

If you or someone you know are a 

victim of domestic violence, 

contact the Crisis Centre (Woman 

Inc.) at (876) 929-9038. RENEW 

this and not be enemies,” I said to 

him. “We have a son together. 

Let’s be friends so that this child 

can be okay with the split and 

everything.” It didn’t seem that 

was to be.  

On October 2, at 6am, I went 

outside my house to get some 

water. I was running late and 

expecting my usual ride to come 

and pick me up for work. That 

morning, I didn’t make it past the 

door. Instead, I felt someone 

suddenly slap me in my chest, 

pushing me back into the house. 

My head hit the wall, while my 

attacker kept hitting me in the 

face. I thought I was being 

robbed, but when he turned to 

lock us both in the house, I 

realised that it was my abusive 

partner. “You can’t leave me!” He 

shouted. “How you goin’ leave 

me?!” 

Ready to fight, I was pushed into 

the kitchen, where I saw a 

chopper on the wall. I reached for 

it and held it up, ready to put it 

into his back. Suddenly a voice 

said to me, “The battle is not 

yours.” When I heard it, I laid 

down the chopper and he wrung 

it out of my hand. He started to 

slap me across my back with it. 

We wrestled until we reached my 

son’s room, grabbing a pair of 

scissors along the way from his 

bedroom table. I was so struck by 

all that was happening. I planned 

Purpose Must Live! Cont’d 
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Since the beginning, the idea of the 

family has been in God’s plan. 

There is the importance of the 

marriage and the responsibility of 

parenthood or stewardship of 

children. The family is just a 

physical representation of God’ 

character. 

The relationship between a 

husband and wife is to a reflection 

of God’s love for his people in the 

Bride and the bridegroom. A 

husband is called to be the head 

and to be a leader in the 

submission to God. He must 

establish a standard of 

conversation and relationship to 

which the wife and children can 

follow. The wife as the support is a 

safe space for her husband and 

walks alongside him to move each 

other and their children closer to 

Christ. 

The role of parents is to steward 

their children by diligently teaching 

them the ways of the Lord. Parents 

are the physical reminder of God’s 

affection towards his children. The 

role of parents is to teach them to 

love the Lord and how that love 

should be expressed in their 

relationship with others. 

This is why the family is such a 

threat to the enemy. If the basic 

foundations are not established, 

our children, our heritage will lose 

their way and sink without a solid 

base. Children grow up to 

become the pillars of any 

society. It is up to parents to set 

the foundations and the village 

to encourage the growth of that 

understanding and knowledge. 

REJOICE 

The English word “family” is 

from the Latin “famulus”, 

which means servant. The 

term referred to the 

household servants of a 

nobleman.  REJOICE 

Q 
Bet You Didn’t Know 

h Stay Healthy 

Feeling the summer heat even though 
summer is coming to a close? Trying 
to figure out what to do to make it 
through? Here are SIX (6)  tips that you 
can employ that can help to get you 
through the latter stages of summer. 
 
Hydrate 

Drinking the recommended eight to 
ten glasses of water per day can help 
to prevent illness and keep you 
healthy and cool. 
Eat Fresh 
Reserve a place on your plate every 
meal for fresh produce and you’re 
sure to reap the tasty rewards.  
Transform Activities into Exercise 
Warm summer weather means that 
you can spend a lot of time outdoors 
being active. Regular exercise has 
been shown to improve heart health, 
reduce pain and improve stress.  
Stay Shady 
Try to limit your time in the direct 

sunshine between 10am and 4pm, 
when UV exposure is at its peak.  
Disconnect 
Enjoy life without technology and 
engage in conversations and activities 
that encourage socialization with 
other people.  
Sleep Well 
Sleep plays a vital role in your health 
and well-being. Getting enough 
quality sleep at the right times can 
help protect your mental and physical 
health. RENEW 

Many of us would have heard about the fire that destroyed part of the Jamaica National Children ’s Home which is 

located in Papine, St. Andrew. Let us take the challenge in helping out the children who were displaced by this tragic 

event. We can donate clothing, shoes, personal-care items, and toiletries. These items will go a far way in helping the 

less fortunate children especially in this back to school time. If you feel the urge to donate money, feel free to contact 

us. Our contact information is on the bottom of the last page. It is our duty to look out for all people no many age, race 

or socioeconomic background. Let us all endeavour to make a change. REACH 

l Take the Challenge 

The Importance of Family 
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B Paul the Apostle 

Missed an episode?  
Catch up on YouTube 

y  
jbuyouth 

St. Paul the Apostle was one of the 

leaders of the first generation of 

Christians, often considered to be 

one of the most important persons 

after Jesus in the history of  

Christianity. His surviving letters, 

have had an enormous influence on 

subsequent Christianity and secure 

his place as one of the greatest 

religious leaders of all time. For this 

quarter, we are going to look at 

some of his letters and read them in 

chronological order. 

Week 1  1 Thessalonians  

Week 2  2 Thessalonians 

Week 3  Galatians 

Week 4  1 Corinthians 1 - 8 

Week 5  1 Corinthians 9 - 16 

Week 6  2 Corinthians 1 - 6 

Week 7  2 Corinthians 7 - 13 

Week 8  Philemon 

Week 9  Philippians 

Week 10 Romans 1 - 6 

Week 11 Romans 7 - 12 

Week 12 Romans 13 - 16 

 

RENEW 
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The Positive Benefits of 
Friendship 

A friend loves at all times, and a 

brother is born for a time of 

adversity. Proverbs 17:17 NIV 

It is important to know that 

friends can become just as close 

as our family members and the 

role that they play in our lives is 

equally important. In order to 

develop true worthwhile 

friendship, it is important to be 

the kind of friend that you would 

want someone to be to you.  

There are practical examples of 

what true friendship should look 

like. 

Firstly, a friend shows loves at all 

times even when it is hard to love 

the person or even when the 

person is wrong. Love must be 

the basic principle for any 

relationship to thrive.  

Secondly, a friend provides help 

in different situations. Sometimes 

a friend has to help by standing at 

a distance while at other times 

they give us a shoulder to cry on. 

A friend may not give us 

everything we want but a true 

friend will give us what we need 

even if we don’t like it. 

Thirdly, true Godly friends keep us 

humble and strip us of pride and 

ego when the blessings of the 

Lord manifest themselves and we 

begin to forget that the Lord is the 

one grants success. True friends 

strip us of the pride that entangles 

and get us off our high horse. 

Lastly, true friends lift us up in 

prayer no matter what is going on. 

We know that we are sustained by 

the prayers of our friends and 

family so that when the enemy 

comes we will not stumble.  

REJOICE 

Jamaica Baptist Union Youth Department 

P 2B Washington Boulevard, Kingston 20, JM 

q 969-2223 / 969-6268  p (876) 924-6296 

E jbuyouth@gmail.com  8 www.jbu.org.jm 

                    jbuyouth 

c Make a Note  

September 2019 

6 JBUYD YAF Bible Talk 

8 Student Service - Calvary 

15 Student Service - Mona  

21 JBU Family Fun Day 

22 Student Service - Brown’s 

29 Student Service - M/ville 

October 2019 

6 - 13 Student Service - Port Anto-

12  JBUYD Zone Eliminations 

November 2019 

21 - 23 JBU Youth Conference and 
Rally 

A Thy Kingdom Fun 

Save the date! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Get in touch with us to learn more! 


